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As I am desirous of beginning the new year well^ 
I shall devote this paper to the service of my fair 
countrywomen, for whom I have so tender a con* 
cern, tliat t examine into their conduct with a kind 
of parental vigilance and affection. I sincerely wish 
to approve^ but at the same time am determined to 
admouisli and reprimand, whenever, for their sakes; 
I may think it necessaQr. I will not, as far as in mt 
lies, suffer the errors of their minds to disgrace those 
beautiful dwellings in which they are lodged; nor 
will I, on the other hand, silently and quietly allow 
: the afiectation and abuse of their persons to reflect 
I contempt and ridicule upon their understandings. 
I Native artless beauty has long been the peculiar 
I distinction of my fair fellow-subjects. Our poets 
have long sung their genuine lilies and roses, and 
our painters have long endeavoured, though in vain, 
to imitate them : beautiful nature mocked all their 
art. But lam now informed by persons of unques- 
tioned truth and sagacity, and indeed I have ob- 
served but too many instances of it myself, that a 
great number of those inestimable originals, by a 
strange inversion of things, give the lie to their ppets^ 
aod servilely copy thfiir painters; degrading and 
diiigaislng themselves into worse copies of bad co- 
pies of themselves. It is even whispered about town 
I of that excellent artist; Mn liotard, that hse Utjd^ 
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refused a fine woman to dra^ her picture, all< 
that he never copied any body's works but hi 
and God Ajlmighty's. 

1 have taken great pains to inform myself 
girewth -and extent of this heinous crime o 
painting ; (I had almost given it a harder i 
and I ism sorry to say, thiat I bat^e found it 
extremely epidemical. The present state of 
its several degrees, appeigtfs to be this. 
• The inferior class of women, who always ap 
Ijetters, make use of a sort of rough-cast, litl 
peridr to the common lath and plaster, which 
very cheap, and can be afforded out of the • 
profits of the evening. 

The class immediately above these, paint 
sionally, either in size or oil, which at sixpen( 
foot square, comes within a moderate week 
lowance. 

. The generality of women of fashion make 
a superfine stucco, or plaster of Paris highly g 
which does not require a daily renewal, anr 
with some slight occasional repairs, last as h 
their curls, and stand a pretty stronjg collision 

As for the transcendent and divine pearl pc 
with an exquisite varnish superinduced to fis 
is by no means common, but is reserved for 
jiot only of the first rank, but of the most 
derable fortunes; it being so very costly, tb 
pin-monies can keep a face in it, as a face o 
dition ought to be kept. Perhaps the same ro 
of pearls whole, might be more acceptable to 
lovers, than in powdei- upon the lad/s face. 

I would now fain undeceive my fair country-V 

.of an error, which, gross as it is, they too fond 

tertain. Tliey flatter themselves tliat tliis ar 

is not discoverable, or distinguishable from 

j^hjte* But Ibegleaveto assure them, thai 
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eyer \yell prepared the colour may be, or however 
skilful the hand that lays it on, it is immediately 
discovered by the eye at a considerable distance, 
aad by the nose upon a nearer approach ; and I over« 
heard the other day at the coffce-Iiouse captain 
Phelim M'Manus complaining, that when warm 
upon the face it had the most nauseous taste ima- 
ginable. Tims offensive to three of the senses, it is 
uot, probably, very inviting to a fourth. 

Talking upon this subject lately with a friend, he 
said, that in his opinion, a woman who painted 
white, gave the public a pledge of her cliastity, by 
fortifying it with a wall, which she must be sure tliat . 
no man would desire either to batter or scale. But 
1 confess I did not agree with him as to the motive, 
though I did as to tlie consequences; which are, I 
bjelieve, in general, that tliey lose both operam et 
okumi I have observed that many of the sagacious 
landlords of this ^eat metropolis who let lodgings; 
do at the beginnmg of the winter new vamp, paint, 
aad s^tucco the fronts of their houses, in order to 
catch the eyes of passengers, and engage lodgers. 
Now to say the truth, I cannot help suspecting that 
this is ratiier the real motive of my fair country- 
women, wlien they thus incrust themselves. But 
alas! those outward repairs will never tempt people 
to inquire within. The cases are greatly different; 
ia the former they both adorn and preserse, in the 
latter they disgust and destroy. 

In order therefore to put an effectual stop to this 
enormity, and save, as far as I am able, the nativp 
carnations, the eyes, the teeth, the breath, and the 
reputations of my beautiful fellow-subjects, I here 
giy« notice, that if after one calendar month from 
t^ 4ate hereof (I allow that time for the cousump- 
tion of stock in hand) I shall receive any authentic 
i|i^tixx\omes (and I have my spies abroad^ ol tib^ 

b2 



iM-iphbtimtimi iii4 ftiiultrnitif^fi of tltt fiitrdit twirkf 
tnuniufp^ I Mn r«!M>Ui!d U» Mibtiftfi ftt fall Irngth the 
fiArrM-* of Oi#- dHiMpi^ntf. j 7ii« n»iiy f/trhnm ui fif»t 
iiK^it ftrrrn H \>t»U\ riH'Miirr ; mnd mriurtiu fit §cmndul 
Mtid cl(*fiimiition timy \ff. tlioiigfit of: biit 1 go upon 
Mfe groiiMJ ; for l/rforr I t/K>k thi* re«f»lutkm« 1 wm 
flcrtrrtfilried Ui know nil tin* wor»t po«itblif cofiM' 
i|firtif «*<! Iff It Ut myntU^ and DwrtUtrt roimultcd otM 
of U)i; fm/nt Hrilri^'tit conticil in fLnghuid, iin old so 
«|imirittifir<Tiifid frimid of mine, wHom; opinion 1 thftU 
}iGr#; rm^l fnitlifully rtlnUs, 

V/Unt I httd utiiti'd my ctum to him fw ckiirly m I 
%ir«A Hhi#*, h« Mtroiiked hit chin for Nome time, pi<:ked 
hit noM% And lirmnied thrire, in ordrr to give me hit 
\ery Um opinifin. ' By piiMidhifi^ the namef ttt 
full irn^th in your fftfier, 1 humbly rom:eive/ Mid 
he, ' thntyou avoid nil the trouhle§< ime rontieqitencet 
of innurnduM. Hut th^ prenrnt qumtion, i/ 1 Hnpre* 
liend it nrtglit, %tvtun to l;e, wliether you mny there* 
hy lie littblf^ to nny rithrr ft4;tion, or luttionn, whtch^ 
fc»r brevity Jittke, I will not here enumnrate. Now 
liy whfit iHTMxn to tni* off-lmnd, mid without consult- 
hitt my Uiokft, I humbly it)Y)irehend that no action 
will li«; tt^ain^t you ; btit on the contrary I do con- 
ceive, and Indei^d take upon me to affirm, tliat you 
may proceerl ugaintt thetie criminalri, for Mirh 1 will 
hr \,i,\(\ Ui callthem, either by action or indict- 
tnrnt; the crime bring of a public and a hrtnou^ 
nature. Here it i» not only the npprftsio trri, 
which \» highly penal, but the crimen JaUi too. An 
action popuiftr 9 or of qui tnm^ would certainly lie; but 
however I should certainly prefer an indictment upon 
the utatutefi of forgery, 2 iho» II. cap. 25. and 7 
Oeo. II. chap. 2!2. for forgery, 1 maintain it, it it. 
The fai;t, a^you well know, will be tried by a Jury, 
of whom one moiety will doubtleftsbe platterert; no 
Ihftt it will unquefttionnbly be found.' Here my 
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council paused for some time, and hemmed pretty 
often; however I remained silent, observing plainly 
by his countenance that he had not finished, but was 
tiiinking on. In a little time he resumed his dis-« 
course, and said, * All things considered, Mr. Fitz- 
Adam, I would advisevou to bring your indictment 
upon the Black Acty9(^^o. I. cap. 22. which is a very 
fine penal statute.' I confess I could not clieck the 
suddem impulse of surprize which this occasioned in 
me; and interrupting him perhaps too hastily, 
* What, sir,' said I, * indict a woman upon the Black 
Act for fMuUing White f Here my council inter- 
rupting me in his turn, said with some warmtli, 
'Mr. Fitz-Adam, Mr. Fitz-Adam, you, like too many 
others, have not sufficiently considered all the beau- 
ty, good sense, and' solid reasoning pf the law. The 
law, sir, let me tell you, abhors all refinements, sub- 
tleties and quibblings upon words. What is black 
or white to the law I Do you imagine that the law 
views colours by tlie rule of optics ? No, God forbid 
it should. The law makes black white, or white 
bladi, according to the rules of justice. The law 
considers the meaning, the intention, tlie quo animo 
of all actions, not their external modes. Here a 
woman disguises her face with white, as the Waltham 
people did with black, and with the same fraudulent 
and felonious intention. Though the colour be dif- 
ferent, the suiltis the same in the intendment of the 
lawi. It is felony without benefit of clergy, and tlie 
punishment is death.' As I perceived that my 
friend had now done, I asked his pardon for the 
improper interruption I had given him, owned my- 
self convinced, and ofiiered him a fee, which he to^ 
by habit, but soon returned, by reflection upon our 
long acquaintance and friendship. 

"niis I hope will be sufficient to make such of my 
l^r cpuntry'WomeD S8 are conscious oi\heix ^^\^ 

bS 
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seriously consider their danger ; though perhaps,' 
from my natural lenity, I shall not proceed against 
them with the utmost rigour of the law, nor follow 
the example of the ingenious author of our last mu- 
sical drama, who strings up a whole row of Pene- 
lope's maids of honour. I shall therefore content 
myself with publishing the names of the delinquents 
as above-mentioned; but others may possibly not 
have the same indulgence ; and the law is open for ' 
all. 

I shall conclude this paper with a word or two of * 
serious advice to all my readers of all sorts and 
sexes. Let us follow nature, our honest and faith- 
ful guide, and be upon our guard against the flat*' 
tering delusions of art. Nature may be helped and • 
iinproved, but will not be forced or changed. All 
attempts in direct opposition to her, are attended 
with ridicule; many with guilt. The woman to 
whom nature has denied beauty, in vain endeavours 
to make it by art ; as the man to whom nature has * 
denied wit, becomes ridiculous by the affectation of 
it : they both defeat their own purposes, and are in 
the case of the valetudinarian, who creates or in- > 
creases his distempers by his remedies, and dies of 
his immoderate desire to live. 
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Satis ElojueiU u e < m Sallvst. 

Haviwo received a letter of a very extraordinary 
nature, I think myself obliged to give it to the pub-, 
lie, though I am afraid many of my readers may' 
object to the terms of art, of which 1 cannot divest 
it: but I shall make uo apolojr ifor what may any- 
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way tend to tlie advancement of a science, which if 
now become so fashionable^ popular, and flourish- 
ing. 

Mr. Fitz-Adam, 

As all sorts of persons are at this present junc- 
ture desirous of becoming speakers; and as many 
of tiiem, through the neglect of parents or otherwise, 
have been totsdly ungrounded in the first principles 
or rudiments of rhetoric, I have with great pains and 
judgment selected such particulars as may most im- 
mediately, and without such rudiments, conduce to 
the perfection of that science, aind which, if duly at- 
tended to, will teach grown gentlemen to speaie in 
public in so compleat a jnanner, that neither they 
iM)r their audience shall discover the want of an 
earlier apphcation. 

I do not address myself to you like those who cor- 
respond with the daily papers, in order to puff off 
my expeditious method by referring you to the many 
persons of quality, whom I have taught in four-and- 
twenty hours ; I chuse openly and tiEiirly to submit 
my plan to your inspection, which will shew you, 
that I teach rather how to handle antagonists than 
arguments. 

I distinguish what kind of man to cut with a 
syllogism, and whom to overwhelm with the sorites ; 
whom to ensnare with the crocodile, and whom to 
'hamper in tlie horns of the dilemma. Agaiast the 
pert, young, bold asserter, I direct the argumentw^ 
ad terecundiam. This is frequently the most deci- 
sive argument that can be used in a populous as- 
sembly. If, for instance, a forward talker should 
^vance that such an ancient poet is dull, you put 
him at once both to silence and shame, by saying, 
that Aristotle has commended him. If the dispute 
be about a Creek word, and he proaouace&Sx xo\^^ 
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inelegant, and never used by any author of credit, 
you confound him by telling him it is in Aristopha- 
nes ; and you n«;ed not discover that it is in the 
mouth of a bird, a frog, or a Scythian who talks 
broken Grerk. 

To explain my argumenttm ad ignorontiam (which 
appears to be of thn least use, berause it is only to 
he employed against a wodtit mmi) let us suppose a 
person spc^aking with diffidence of some transaction 
on the continent : ycni may ask him with a sneer, 
Pray, sir, wrrtymtrvfr abroad f If he has related a 
Ikct from one of our American islands, you may as* 
sort he can know nothing of the affairs of that islandf 
Jhr you ivrre horn thfre ; and to prove his ignorancei 
ask nim what latitude it m im. 

In loquacious crowds, you will have much more 
frequent occiifiions for usnig my argumcntHm ad ktH 
fninetn ; and tlie minute particulars into which UM^n 
are led by egotism, will give you grcut advantages 
in pressing them with conaequfmcps drawn from 
their suppoM^d principles. You may also take away 
the forcf! of a man's argument, by concluding from 
aonic equivocal expression, that he is a Jacobite, a 
renublican, a courtier, a methodint, a freethinker, or 
a jew. You may /ling at his country, or profession : 
he talks like an apothecary, you believe him to be 
a tooth-drawer, or know that he is u taylor. 'lliis 
argument might be of great use at the bar in ex* 
amining witnesses, if the lawyers would not tliink it 
inconsistent with the dignity and politeness of their 
profession. 

By this sketcli of my plan, you may see that ay 
pupils may most properly be said to study m«m: and 
the principal thing I eD<Mavour to teach them from 
that knowledge, is, the art of discovering tlie different 
strength of their competitors, so as to know whea 
to anawer, and when te lie by. And as I tBtireljf 
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throw out of my system the argumentum adjuiicium^ 
which, according to Mr. Locke, 'is tlie using of 
proofs drawn from any of the foundations of know- 
ledge/ there will be nothing in my academy that 
willhave the least appearance of a school, and of 
consequence nothing to make a gentleman either 
afraid or ashamed of attending it. 

Inquire for A. B. at the bar of the Bedford cof- 
fee-house. 

As the foregoing letter so fully explains itself, I 
6(iall take no other notice of it; but in complaisance 
to my correspondent, shall throw together a few 
[ loose observations on our present numerous socie- 
ties for the propagation of eloquence. And here 
I cannot but please myself with the reflection, that 
as dictionaries have been invented, by the help of 
which those who cannot sttidy may learn arts and 
sciences; here is now found a method of teaching 
them to those who cannot read. 

These foundations are instituted in the very spi- 
rit of Lycurgus, who discountenanced all written 
laws, and established in their stead a system of po- 
licy called RHETRA, from its being spoken, which 
he ordered to be the daily subject of discourse, and 
ordained mixed assemblies for that end, where the 
young might be taught, by attending to the con- 
versation of the old. 

In Turkey, where the majority of the inhabitants 
can neither write nor read, the charitable care of 
that considerate people has provided a method of 
compensating the want of those arts, and even the 
use of the press, by having a relay of narrators ready 
to be alternately elevated on a stool in every coffee- 
bduse, to supply Uie office of news -papers andpam-> 

tphlets to the Turkish quidnuncs and critics. 
Speech being the fiacujty which exalts uiOkiv «^^^ 
the rest of the creation, we may consider eVoc^M^ixc.^ 
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ae the talent ^ich giyes- bim the most distiiiguie 
pre-eminence over bis own species : and yet J.uv< 
make» bo scruple to declare, that it wonld 1: 
been better for Cicero, to have been a mere ] 
taster, and for Demostiienes to have worked lu 
his father as a blacksmith, than to have freq^ei 
the schools of rhetoric. 

Diis ilk adversh genitus fatofte sinistrOf 
'^uem pater y ardentis massafullpiu lippuSf 
Afornace etforcipihuSf glaiUoique paranu 
Iwatikj ac ktco Kklcmt, ad.Rbstora msiu 

I am glad to find tliat our blacksmiths and o 
artisans have a nobler way of thinking, and 
spirit to do for themselves what the father of Dec 
thenes did for him. And I see this with the gre 
pleasure, as I hope I may consider the semins 
iMhich are daily instituted as rising up in suppoi 
truth, virtue and religion, against the libels of 
press. It is not to be doubted but that we are 
on the side of oral argumentation, as no Qian 
have the ^e to utter before witnesses such sha 
ful doctrines as have too frequently appearec 
anon3niious pamphlets. If it should ever be obje< 
that the frequency of such assemblies may possi 
in time, produce sophistry, quibbling, immort 
and scepticism, because this was the case at Ath 
so famous for its numerous schools of philoso] 
^ere, as. Milton sa3n5, 

Mtcb of the Seal they talk, buf all awry ; 
Jhd:U tkemsekKS $uk virtutf and to themiehut^ 
Ailghryi 0rrognt4ft^ GoDgiv€ nofu: 
Ratbu accuse bim under usual names^ 
Fortune and Fate : 

I anewM*, that these false doctrines of Gob and 
soul were thus bandied about by a parcel of 1 
thens, blind and ignorant at best, but for the grea 
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jMrt themodtuseless, idle and ptoffigate members 
of the state; and that it is not therefore to be ap- 
Offended, in this enliglitened age, that men of sober 
lives, and profitable professions, will run after so* 
phists, to watte tlieir time, and unbioge their £aith 
and opinions. However, as the perverseness of hu- 
man nature is strange and unaccountable, if I should 
fiiid these modem schools in any way to contribute 
to the growth of infidelity or libertinism, I hereby 
give notice that I shall publicly retract my good 
opinion of them, notwithstanding all my preposses- 
sions in favour of eloquence. 

Though the following letter is written with all the 
^leen and acrimony of a rival orator, I think my- 
self obliged, from the impartiality I obserse to 
all my correspondents, to give it a place in tliis pa- 
per. 

Sift, 

Aa all intrnders and interlopers are ever disagree- 
able to established professions, I am so incensed 
against some late pretenders to oratory, that though 
I'daily fulminate' my displeasure ex eathedrd^ I now 
ipply to you' for a more - extensive proclamation of 
iny resentment. 

' I have b^n for many years an oratou of the 
STAGE itinerant; and from my earliest youth 
was bred under the auspiees of Apollo, to those two 
belarert arts of that deity, va y-s ic and < lok^u en c e : 
not like these pretenders, who betray not only a de« 
fidency of erodition, but also a most manifest want 
of generosity ; a'virtue, which our professors have 
ever boasted. Universal benevolence is our funda- 
mental principle. We raise no polUtax on our 
bearers: our* words are gratuitous, like the air and 
Iig^t in which they atX5 delivered. I have therefore 
to jealousy of these mercenary spirilft; mj-^^iik^ 



l6 WORLD. N* 10 

ences have only been led aside by novelty; . th( 
Will soon grow weary of such extortioners, and r 
turn to the old stage. But the misf(H*tune is, th 
these innovations have turned the head of a mo 
necessary servant of mine, commonly known \>y tl 
name of Merry Andrew : and I must confess it giv* 
me a real uneasiness, when one of his wit and par 
talks of setting up against me. 

Yovrs^ 

ClRCUMFOBAlCEU! 
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■ ^icfuiJ Grcecia mendax 

Jlttdet im InUorii — »— • Jvv. 

As the French have lately introduced an entir 
new method of writing history, and as it is to b 
presumed we shall be as ready to ape tliem in thii 
as in all other fashions; I shall lay before the publi 
a loose sketch of such rules as I have been abl 
hastily to throw together for present use, till som* 
great and distinguished critic may have leisure t< 
collect his ideas, and publish a more complete an( 
regular system of the modern art of writing history. 
For the sake of brevity 1 shall enter at once upoi 
my subject, and address my instruction to the futur< 
historian. 

Remember to prefix a long preface to your his- 
tory, in which you will have a right to say whatevej 
comes into your head : for all that relates to youi 
history may with propriety be admitted, and all that 
is foreign to the purpose may claim a place in it, 
because it is a preface. It will be sufficient there- 
fore if 1 give you only a hint upon the occasion 



N® 106. WORLD. I7 

which if yon manage with dexterity, or rather auda- 
<u1y, will stand you in great stead. 

Be sure you seize every opportunity of introduc- 
ing the most extravagant commendations of Taci. 
tus ; but be careful how you enter too minutely into 
any particulars you may have heard of that writer, 
for fear of discovering that you have only heard of 
them. The safest way will be to keep to the old cus- 
tom of abusuig all other historians, and vilifying 
them in comparison of him. But in the execution 
of this, let me entreat you to do a little violence to 
your modesty, by avoiding every insinuation that 
may set him an inch above yourself. 

Before you enter upon tlie work, it will be neces- 
sary to divest yourself entirely of all regard for 
truth. To conquer this prejudice, may perhaps cost 
you some pains; but till you have effectually over- 
come it, you will find innumerable difficulties con- 
tinually obtruding themselves to thwart your design 
of writing an entertaining history in the modern 
taste. 

The next thing is to find out some shrewd reason 
for rejecting all such authentic papers as are come 
to light since the period you are writing of was last 
considered ; for it you cannot cleverly keep clear of 
them, you will be obliged to make use of them; and 
then your performance may be called dull and dry ; 
which is a censure you ought as carefully to avoid, 
as to contend for that famous compliment which 
was paid the author of the history of Charles the 
Twelfth,. by his most illustrious patron, who is him- 
self an historian, Pirns beau que la vcrttL 

lam aware of the maxim of Polybius, ' that history 
void of truth, is an empty shadow.' But the motto of 
this paper may serve to convict that dogmatist of 
singularity, by shewing that his own countrymen 
disavowed his pretended axiom even to a ^toN^i^< 

yoL, xxviiu c 



Though we may allow truth to the first historian of 
aiiy particular asra, the nature of things requiras 
-that truth must gradually recede, in proportion to 
the 'frequency of treating the same period; orelae 
'the last hand would be absolutely precluded from 
every advantage of novehy. It is fit therefore that 
we modernize the maxim of Polybius, by substitut- 
ing the word wit in the place of truth ; but as all 
'Writers are not blessed with a ready store of wit, it 
imay be necessary to lay down some other rules for 
•the compiling of histor}'^, in which it is expedient 
:that we^ivail ourselves of all the artifices which 
either have been, or may be made use of, to . sur- 
prize, charm, sadden, or confound the mind of the 
reader. 

In treating of times that have been often ^vritten 
•upon, there can be no such thing as absolute no- 
velty; therefore the only method to be taken in such 
cases, is to give every occurrence a new turn. Yott 
may take the side of Philip of Macedon against De- 
mosthenes and the obstinate republicans; and yoa 
•will have many instances to ■ shew how wantonly 
whole seas of blood have been shed for the sake of 
tliose two infatuating soiuds, lib£Btt and -bzli* 
oioN. It was a lucky hit of an English biographer, 
that of writing the vindication and panegyric of 
■Kichard the tliird : and I would advise you to attempt 
-something of the same nature. For instance. You 
may undertake to shew the imreasonableness of our 
high opinion of queen Elizabeth, . and our ^Ise no- 
tions of the happiness of her government. For as 
to lives and characters, you have one principal rule 
to observe; and that is, to elevate the bad, and de- 
preciate the good. But in writing the characters of 
others, always keep your own (if you have any va- 
lue for it) in view ; and never allow to any great 
penons^e ^ virtue which you either feel the want 



r,.or a notorious di^^ard for. You may quifstioR 
le mfural character of Socrates^ the chastity of 
yna^ the constancy of the martyrs, tiie piety and 
Bcerity of the reformers, the hravery of Cromwell; 
id' the military talents of king William; and yoii< 
9ed never fear the finding authorities to supportr 
m in any detraction, among the writers of a&eo«> 
)te9; since Dion Cassius, a grave historian, h8» 
mfidently asserted that Cicero prostituted his: 
ife, trained up his son in drunkenness, committecb 
cest with- his daughter, aod lived in adultery witb 
srellia. 

I come next to ornaments; under which head fi 
msider sentences, prodigies, digressions, and den 
liptions. On. the two first I shall not detain you-, 
I it will be sufficient to recommend! a free use ofi 
em, and to be new, if you can. Of digressions 
m may make the greatest use, by calling them tot 
mr aid whenever you are at a fault. If you want 
• sweU your histony- to a folio^ and. have only m8t-« 
r for an octavo (suppose, for exaaople, it were the 
ory of Alexander)) you may enter into an inquiry 
•what that adventurer would hai^ done, if he had 
It been poisoned; whether hia conquests, or Koul^p 
han% were the most extraordinary : what would 
Eve been the consequence of his marching west- 
ird; and whether be would have beaA the duke of 
arlboroug^. You may also introduce in this place 
dissertation upon fire-arms, or the art of fra-tifi- 
JtloB. In descriptions, you must not be sparing. 
It ou^o ever/ thing that has been attempted be<« 
re you. Let your battles be the most bloody, 
Kir sieges the most ob8tinate,^your castles the most 
ipregnable, your commanders the most consume 
laie, and their soldiers the most intrqpid. In de-t 
libing a sea- fight, let the enemy's fleet be the 
iQst Quraerous^aad tlieir ships the largj&^t tbal cx^ 

c 2 
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wrn* known. Dti not McrupUr to burn a tlioutniid 

hliipH, and turn tlieir crrwb liiili-MCor('lu*d into the 

M'li; tlirie liit Uimi burvivc- u while by bwiniining» 

tiiut you inuy buvi* lui o|)|)oriunity ol' jiiniintnfi( them 

bi^twci'n tlu?ir own and thi* rnfiny'ii vcmmcU: and 

when you have ^one thniu|i^i the dit'udliil (littrf!Mes 

of Uie action, conilucU; by blowing up thr luiniirari 

own iiiiip, and M^atterinK ofiicerH of ^,icut birth aud 

bruv«:ry in the uir. In tlie Mackini^ of a town, tnur- 

dt*r all the old nu*n and youn^ childnMi in iliu cni- 

clh'ttt Mianner, and in tlie niObt Micred retreatn. De« 

vihc hniiu- inp;t'niouM innuilH on th«* niodiristy of iiia« 

trons. Huviiih a f^ifat nunilier of virgini, aiid mm 

Uiat tlu7 art* ail in the height uf beauty and purity 

of inn(M'i*nn*. When you have iired all tlie houMM, 

anfl c:ut thr throatH of ten tinieit the number of in- 

hubitiLnttt they contained, exercise all manner of 

barbarity on the (U-iui iMidii'H. And that }ou inay 

extend tiie uitiiv ol niiM-ry, let Monie escape, but all 

naked. 'J'ear their uneovc-rcd liiubn; cut Uieir feet 

fur wiuit of bhoeii; harden Uie heartu (if tlie |)eaaaiita 

afzaiuKt them, and arm the elemenlJi with uiiuMial 

rif^our for their i^'rueeutiun: drench them witii rmiu^ 

benumb Ihcin with front, and terrily tliem with tiiuu* 

derand li|^htninK. 

If in writini; voyagcH and tiaveU you havit occa>- 
•ion to vend m«*iMieng«rri ihrou|{h an uninhabited 
eountry, do not bt* over-tender or lurupuloiui liow 
you treat them. Vou may utop tlu'in at river*, and 
drown all tlieir Mfrvantb and horiMii: infent them with 
fieiuf, lice, and nrnttcjuitoeii, and when Uiey have 
been i*aU*n sufliciently with tlutNe vermin, you may 
0tiirv«' them to a deuire of eatinij; one another; and 
if yiiu Uiink it will be an orimment to your liiMlory, 
e'en eabt ilie liitii, and ia*t them to dinner. But if 
yon do tliifl, you mubt take care that the Hava|f0 
chief to whom they arc M;nt| doc« nut ircat tbcui 
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%ith man's flesh; because rt will be no irovelty: I 
voald ratber advise you to alter the bill of fare to 
mn elephant, a rhinoceros, or an alligator. The 
king and his court will of course be drinking out of 
haman skulls; but what sort of liquor you must fill 
them with, to surprize an European, I must own I 
cannot conceive. In treating of the Indian man- 
ners and customs, you may make a long chapter of 
their conjuring, their idolatrous ceremonies, and 
tttperttitiona; which will give you a fair opportu* 
nity of saying something smart on the religion of 
your own country. On their marriages you cannot 
dwell too long ; it is a pleasing subject, and always, 
hi those countries, leads to polygamy, which will af- 
ford occasion for roflcctions moral and entertain- 
ing. When your messengers have their audience 
bf the king, you may as well drop the business they 
Irent upon, and take notice only of his civilities 
and politeness in offering to them the choice of all 
the beauties of his court; by which you will make 
them amends for all the difHculties you have led 
them into. 

I cannot promise you much success in the speeches 
of your savages, unless it were possible to hit upon 
some bolder figures and metaphors tlian those which 
havff been so frequently used. In the speeches of a 
civilized people, insert whatever may serve to diS' 
^lay your own learning, judgment, or wit ; and let 
no man'ft low extraction be a restraint on the ad- 
Vantages of your education. If in an harangue of 
Wat Tyler, a quotation from the classics should 
come in pat, or in a speech of Muley Moluch a 
sentence from Mr. I/}cke, let no consideration de- 
prive your history of such ornaments. 

To conclude, I would advise you in general not to 
bit sparing of y(jur speeches, either in number or 
li^gth: fi^ ifyotj uho tako cure to add 'o^ v^^i^j^ 
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quantity of rcflectioDt, your work will be greediljf 
bought up by all members of oratories, reasoning 
societies, aud other talkative assemblies of this most 
eloquent metropolis. 
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H»c til Mowki dtctdntf M(^t tgo homimi ffupt oim htttl 

CiGBIO Ml AtTICOM* 

I HAVE generally obs<*rve(l when a man is talking 
of his country-house, that the first question usually 
asked him is, * Are you in a good neighbourhood r 
From the frequency of this inquiry one would be 
apt to imagine that the principal happiness of a 
country life was generally understood to result from 
the neighbourhood : yet whoever attends to the an- 
swer commonly made to this (luestiou, will be of a 
contrary opinion. Ask it of a lady, and you will be 
sure to hear her exclaim, ' 'lliank Gocl ! we hav« 
no neighbours !' which may serve to convince you 
that you have paid your court very ill, in suppoting 
that a woman of fashion can endure the insipid con- . 
versation of a country neighbourhood, 'llie man of 
fortune conBidcrs every inferior neighbour as an in- 
tnider on his sport, and quarrels with him for kill- 
ing that game, with which his very servants are 
cU^yed. If liis nciglibour be an equal, he is of con* 
st;i)uence mure averse to him, as being in perpetual 
contcHt with him as a rival. His sense of a %m)e^ 
rior may be learnt from those repeated advertise- 
montb, which everybody nmst have observed in the 
public pu))er8, reconnnending a house upon sale, for > 
btting ten niilt^H distant from a lord. The humour- 
ittt iudcs himself from his neighbour; the man of 
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arrogance despises him; the modest man is afraid of 
bim; and the penurious considers a length of unin- 
habited fen as the best security for his beef and 
ale. 

If we trace this spirit to its source, we shall find 
it to proceed partly from pride and envy, and partly 
from the high opinion that men are apt to entertain 
of tlieir own little clans or societies, which the liv- 
ing in large cities tends greatly to increase, and 
which is always accompanied with a contempt for 
those who happen to be strangers to such societies, 
and consequently, a general prejudice against the 
WKVOWN. The truth of the matter is, that per- 
sons UNKNOWN are, for that very reason, persons 
that we have no desire to know. 

A man of a sociable disposition, upon coming 
into an inn, inquires of the landlord what com- 
pany be has in the house: the landlord tells him, 
^ There is a fellow of a college, a lieutenant of a 
man of war, a lawyer, a merchant, and the captain 
in quarters;' to which he never fails to add, * and 
I dare say, sir, that any of them will be very glad 
of your company;' knowing that men drink mpre 
together than when alone. * Have you nobody 
cite?' says the guest sullenly. * We have nobody 
die, sir. * Then get me my supper as fast as you 
can, and I'll go to bed.' 1 he same behaviour is 
practised by each of tliese gentlemen in his turn ; 
and for no other reason, than that none of the com- 
pany happens to be either of his profession or ac- 
quaintanqe. 

But if we look with the least degree of wonder at 
the manner in which the greatest part of mankind 
behave to strangers, it should astonish us to see 
how they treat those whom they are intimately ac- 
quainted with, and whom they rank under the sa- 
cred titles of neighbours and frkuds. \^^ ^>\v;\\.\a 
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the malignity of human nature, that the smallest 
foible, the most venial inadvertency, or the slightest 
infirmity, shall generally occasion contempt, hatred, 
or ridicule, in those very persons who ought to be 
the foremost to conceal or palliate such fsiilings, 
Death, accident, robbery, and ruin, instead of ex- 
citing compassion, are only considered as the great 
sources of amusement to a neighbourhood. Does 
any disgrace befal a family? Tlie tongues and pens 
of all their acquaintance are instantly employed to 
disperse it through the kingdom, ^for is their ala- 
crity in divulging the misfortunes of a neighbour at 
all more remarkable than their humanity in ac- 
counting for them. Tliey are sure to ascribe every 
trivial evil to his folly, and every great one to his 
vices. But these are slight instances of malevo- 
lence; your true neighbour's spleen is never effectu* 
ally roused but by prosperity. An unexpected suc- 
cession to a large fortune ; the discovery of a mine 
upon your estate; a prize in the lottery; but most 
of all, a fortunate marriage, shall employ the ma- 
lice and invention of a neighbourhood for years to- 
g« ther. 

Envy is ingenious, and will sometimes find out 
the prettiest conceits imaginable, to selrve her pur- 
poses : yet it is observable, that she delights chiefly 
in contradiction. If you excel in any of the ele- 
gant arts, she pronounces at once that you have no 
taste; if in wit, you are dull; if you live in apparent 
harmony with your wife and family, she is sure yo» 
are unhappy; if in affluence or splendor, she knows 
that you are a beggar. It must indeed be confessed, 
that envy does meet with great provocations; and 
there are people in the wond, who take* extraordi- 
nary pains to appear much more happy, rich, vir- 
tuous, and considerable, than they really are : but, 
on the other hand, were they to t#ke equal care to 



K* 108. W O R L 9. 25 

avoid such appearances, they would not be able ab« 
solutely to escape her rancour. 

I was entertained last summer by a friend in the 
country, who seemed to have formed very just 
ideas of a neighbourhood. Tliis gentleman had a 
considerable estate left him, which he had little 
reason to expect; and having no particular passion 
to gratify', it was indifferent to him how he disposed 
of this large addition to his income. He had no 
desire of popularity, but had a very great dislike to 
an ill name ; which made him altogether as anxious 
to screen himself from detraction, as others are to 
acquire applause. Some weeks passed away in 
that common dilemma into which an increase of 
fortune throws every thinking man, who knows that 
by hoarding up he must become the aversion, and 
by squandering the contempt of all his neighbours. 
But disliking the appearance of parsimony more 
than extravagancy, he proposed laying out a consi- 
derable sum all at once, upon rebuilding his house : 
but that design was soon over-ruled by the consi«- 
deration that it would be said he had destroyed a 
very convenient mansion, for the sake of erecting a 
^owy outside. He next determined to new-model 
his gardens, from an opinion that he should oblige 
all sorts of people, by affording bread to the indus- 
trious, and pleasant walks to the idle : but recol- 
lecting that in the natural beauties of his grounds 
he had great advantages over the old gardens of his 
neighbours, and from thence knowing that he must 
become the object of their spleen and abuse, he 
laid aside also that invidious design. In the same 
manner he was obliged to reject every proposal of 
expence, that might hi any way be considered as a 
monument of superiority; therefore, to avoid the 
other censure of penuriousness, he resolved at last 
to procure the best cook that could be had for mo* 
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t^y^ From that time he has taken no thought b«t 
to equip himself and his attendants in the plainett 
manner, keeping rdigiously to the sole expence of 
a constant gpod table, and avoiding in that, as well- 
as in every thing else, whatever has the least ap» 
pearance of ostentation. Thus has he made him* 
self inoffensively remarkable, and, what was the 
great point of his life, escaped detraction ; exc^t* 
ing only that a certain dignified widow, who bad 
been originally house-keeper to her late husband*.- 
takes occasion frequently to declare, she does not 
care to dine with him, because the dishes are so ill 
served up, and so tasteless, that she can never 
make a dinner. 

I know not how to dose this subject more pro- 
))erly, than by sketching out the characters of what- 
ace called good and bad neighbours. 

A GOOD KEiGHBOua b One, who having no at« 
tention to the affairs of his own family, nor any al* 
lotment for his time, is ready to dispose of it to any 
of his acquaintance, who desire him to hunt, shoot, 
dance, drink, or play at cards with them: who- 
thinks the civilities he receives in one house no re- 
striction upon his tongue in another, where he 
makes himself welcome by exposing the foibles or 
misfortunes of those he last visited, and hves in a 
constant round of betraying and lessening one fiuni- 
Iv or another. 

A BAD KEicHBOUR IS he who retires into the 
country, from having been fatigued with business, 
or tired with crowds; ^ho from a punctilio in good 
breeding, does not shew himself fonn'ard in accept- 
ing of the visits of all about him, conscious of his 
love of quiet, and fearing lest he should be tliought 
tardy iu his returns of civility. His desire of being 
alone with his family, procures him the character of 
reserved and morose; and his candid endeavours ta 



cxplun away -the malicious turn of a tale, that of 
contradictory luid disagreeable. Thus vindirating 
every one behind his back» aud consequently oA'end- 
iog every one to his face, he subjects hiiD^lf to the 
personal dislike of all, vrithout making one friend 
ti> defend him. 

Jf after this it be asked, what are the duties of 
neighbourhood f I answer in the words of .Mr. Ad- 
diion, in that incomparable essay of his on the. em- 
ployment of time. *' To advise the ignorant, relieve 
the needy, comfort tlie afilicted, arc duties that full 
in our way almost every day of our livcft. A man 
has frequent opportunities of mitigating the tierce- 
ness of a party ; of doing justice to the character of 
a deserving man ; of softening tlie envious, quieting 
the angry, and rectifying the prejudiced ; which are 
all of diem employments suited to a reasonable na- 
ture, and bring great satisfaction to tlic person who 
can busy himself in them vtrith discretion.' 

I have always considered the ninety-third Specta- 
tor, from whence the foregoing passage is taken, as 
-the most valuable lesson of that eminent moralist ; 
because a due observance of the excellent plan of 
life, which he has there delineated, can never fail to 
make men happy and good neighbours. 
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To Mr. Fitz-Adam. 

SiK, 

•A LO!CD0N gentleman and his lady, who are dis- 
tant relations, us well as old acquanitance, did n^y 
wife and mc Uie favour to spend some days with us 
Ittt summer in the country. We took the usual 
methods to make tlicir time pass agr^uii\A^ > ^:^^\• 
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ried them to all the Gothic and Chinese houses in 
the neighbourhood; and enlbraced all opportuni- 
ties of procuring venison, fish, and game for them: 
which last, by the way, it has been no easy matter 
to come in for since the association. 

At their leaving us, they were so obliging as to 
say, their visit had gone off very pleasantly, and 
hoped we would return it, by coming to see them 
in town. Accordingly, the mornings growing fog- 
gy, the evenings long, and this invitation running in 
our heads, we resolved to accept it : and arriving 
in town about the middle of November last, we 
fixed ourselves in lodgings near our friends, intend- 
ing to breakfast, dine and sup with them, for the 
most part, during our stay in town. But will you 
believe me, Mr. Fitz-Adam ? we never ,were more 
surprized in all our lives, than at receiving a card 
the morning after our arrival (which I think vras 
the 18th of November) from the lady of the family 
we came to visit, inviting us to play at cards with 
her on the 28th of next March. We thought at 
first that it must be a mistake for the 28th of No- 
vember ; but upon consulting our landlady, she in- 
formed usLthat such invitations were very usual, and 
that, as we were well acquainted with the family, 
the lady had probably appointed the first day she 
was disengaged. 

As my wife and I seldom play at cards, except 
at Christmas, we thought it scarce worth our while 
to wait for a game till almost Whitsuntide, and 
therefore very prudently set out the next day for 
the country ; from whence I believe we shall be in 
no great haste to pay a second visit to our friends 
in town. I am. Sir, 

Your very humble servant ^ 

UVMPURSY CVBBIHS, 



Mr. Fitz-Adam, 

I live so much in the world, and so entirely for 
le world, that the very name of your Paper se- 
jred me for one of your constant readers. But 
sally if your periodical World contiuues to con- 
udict the beau monde as much as it has done in 
vo or three essays relating to us women, I shal) 
link your sentiments fitter for the man of Uif 
looN^ thaix the man of the World. 

A little while ago you were pleased to be ex- 
"emely out of humour at the nakedness of our 
ecks; and now in your paper N* 105, you are 
)ually offended at our covering our faces. What 
capricious man you are ! I apprehend, sir, that a 
srt^ quantity of nakedness has always been al- 
>wed us ; and 1 know of no law that confines it to 
ay particular part of our persons. If therefore we 
iiuse to stucco over our faces, you ought in reason 
) allow us to exhibit a little more of our necks 
nd shoulders. 

Her sagacious majesty, queen Elizabeth, conscious 
r a bad complexion, and fearing that a brown 
eck, though right royal, might excite less admira- 
on than the undignified alabaster of the meanest 
f her subjects, chose that they should conceal what 
erself could not equal, under innumerable folds of 
iwn and point: a piece of envious cruelty, which 
lotwithstanding your sex have been pleased to ce- 
brate her as the guardian of English liberty) must 
lake her appear to ours little better than a tyrant^ 
»r having imprisoned so much British beauty in a 
mgeon where not the smallest spark of light could 
reak in upon any part of it. The face indeed was 
ill left visible by that envious queen, which is at 
'esent almost the only part of our attractions that 
e have thought proper to cover. You ought 
lerefore to consider^ when you find &luU. N9\\\x o>dX 
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open necks, that our faces are plastered over; ai 
instead of complaints against our covered faces, y< 
should rest satisfied with tlie aiuple ^unends i 
make.you by. our otlier discoveries, 

J am, i)iR, 
Y^ur truefriemiy gnd faithful counsellor y 

Fardxll 

Sir, 
I have \yith great seriousness and attention ret 
over the World of the 2d of this month, whi< 
shews me my complexion in so very different 
light from that in which my looking-glass has r 
presented it, that I should instantly lay aside tl 
'roses and lilies I have purchased, and content m 
self with tlie skin wherewith nature has thought 
to cover me, ;f it were not for a very material co 
sideration. The truth is, that I am to be marri< 
in a few days to a gentleman, whose fortune 
above any hopes I could have conceived, while 
my natural sallowness; and who I find has be< 
principally attracted by the splendor of my cor 
plexion. But you may depend on my resigning 
all .after the first month of my marriage. You ca: 
not surely, Mr. Fitz-Adam, be so cruel as to deny 
bride the happiness of the honey-moon : by th 
time, perhaps, nay husband may be pretty indiffere: 
whether I am brown or fair : if not, a change 
complexion is no cause for a divorce, either by tl 
ancient canons, or the late marriage act;. so, y 
know, sir, bis ajpproba,tion is of no great cons 
quence to 

Your constant reader, 

Matild 

Sir, 
To persuade your sex that black is white h 
'i^eenthe darling. wish and constat endeavour 



1^ 105^ VOKLD. 51 

ours: but we have never succeeded literally in th» 
strty till we knew how to paint ourselv^: I am 
therefore as much surprized that a man of your 
sense should expect to make us give up so desira-* 
ble a power, as that you should wish to do it. 

Have not the sex in all ages, both in prose and 
verse, lamented the short duration of Uie lilies and 
roses t;hat bloom on a fair skin ? I have seen it set 
fortli in such affecting strains, as have drawn tears 
from me when a girl of eighteen, from having felt it 
with all the bitterness of prophetic sadness. Can 
there be a nobler invention than this, which sub-> 
stitutes so durable a bloom in the place of thbse, 
transient' colours, wliich fade alniost as fast as the 
flower to which they ar^ compared ? This etertiaf 
spring of beauty is surely the peculiar blessing of 
tlie present age. A man might now reflect with- 
out terror on an antediluvian marriage, since hii 
wife after five or six hundred years of wedlock^ 
might be as blooming as on her bridal-day. Time' 
is the greatest enemy to (h6 pleasures of us mortals: 
^ow glorious tlien is the victory, when we ckn baffle 
him in a point in which he Has hitherto exerted his; 
most cruel tyranny! 

I suppose yoiir next attack will be upon the new 
lustre that our necks have acquired by the same 
art ; an improvement which cannot, in my humble 
opinion, be too much admired. I remember when 
women with the whitest necks had such an odious 
clearness in their skins, that you might almost see 
the blood circulate through their veins ; an amusing 
spectacle indeed for a philosopher, and such per- 
haps as mfght give doctor Harvey the first hint of 
the discoveries he afterwards made : but surely it 
could be no very agreeable sight to a person of any 
delicacy, when compared with the present resplen- 
dent white which every neck exhibits. Good flesh 

D 2 
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and blood is a phrase very well suited to a milk- 
maid; but I faacy a woman of fashion would chuse 
to excite sublimer ideas : and indeed our sex could 
never so properly assume the title of goddesses, as 
now that we have laid aside so much of the rustic 
appearance of mere mortal women. 

I am, Sir, 

Your humble servant^ 

Belinda. 

Sir, 

i like the intention of your paper upon face- 
painting so well, that I shall readily comply with 
It, and return to the complexion tliat nature has 
bestowed upon me (which you must know is an 
olive) if you can persuade others to do the same. 
But who could bear to be the shade to an assembly, 
dazzUng bright with borrowed lilies, to look like the 
corner of the moon in an eclipse ? Indeed it is im- 
possible for me to bring myself to such an excess of 
fortitude. An olive is a good sort of compleicion 
for a wit, but a vile one for a beauty ; the title for 
which we women universally long; while that of 
wit is only the last resource of our vanity, when' 
nature or age denies us all pretensions to the 
other. 

Go on and prosper, Mr. Fitz-Adam ; reduce us 
again to our natural colour, and you shall find I 
will not be the last, though I cannot bear to be the 
irst tliat shall comply. 

Your most devoted^ 

Olivia Blanchb. 
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tfKw/i» nen dtficit aber 
tirau, it iimiU fnmdttcii mrga metalJo* VxK G* 

>voH I have studied tlie ways of men with th^ 
;e8t application for many years, I must ingenu- 
r confess my inability to dive into the secrets of 
particular society, the members of which, by 

superior capacities, have hitherto inveloped 
selves in an impenetrabk cloud of mystery. 
y body miist have observed, that in all public 
!8 in this kingdom there are swarms of adven- 
s, who neither derive any possessions from 
ident ancestors, nor are of any profession, yet 
Bguk'e most splendidly both m the great and 
, world, to the amazement of all who know 
, The only answer I could ever obtain, when 
e enquired how Mr. Such-a-one, a meuiber of 
ociety lived, was, The Lord knows. Which an- 
one would think should iiiiply, that He who 
k the ravens^ and chatheth the iilies of the fieM, 
bus plentifully provided for tl^em, impercepti- 
> the eyes of othier mortals. But as tlie lives of 

gentlemen seem to claim no such indulgence 
Heaven, I should have entertained a very cqm- 
int opinioil of them, if the legislature, by the 
I of Uie witch &ct,had nottausht me to believe 
3ur intercourse with the devil was at art end, 
s midst of my doubts, the following lettet gave 
srfect satisfaction. 

To Mr. Fit2-Adam. 

IK, 

out ten years ago the public wto tti>Kt\.ivci^ 
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vriih ti vrry famifnl |H*rforrnanrff, iiititl<-rl liermip' 
pU9 Unlnii ii$f or the Sn^rn triumph arrr ulil age and 
the. f^rnxr. 'V\\tmy\\ I hi; iiigrriiriiiR niithor ni<K)(.*9tly 
urtH out with nhrw&ii); the p<iflnibihty nf h rimii's frx- 
tfiifhiiK the H))aii of life to a Ioiikit fi|mr«! thHii hp 
cfiifrally now ni|ovn, by inhaling thn KalubriouB 
hn'iiih of nfi)»olliiiH virKiim; yrt by fl«'tfn*eii,alnioiit 
ini|)<irr'(*pliblf? to thf r<'tif|<;r, h(* nhclf's intu thf; hfr- 
nictir |ihiloM>|>liy, of whirh h<* in an rnlhiiiiiaiitir a'l- 
minT, aii'l iHTrnncN, licfon* th«: ronrluMou of bin 
hook, an thcfrou^h a U'lirvi-r in thf? powf:r of tlic 
KTON R ahfl t; M V F,iiii A L KM X I K» aH if hf! had lifrt'n 
piTBonally prcM'iit whfii an luh^pt liarl niiuic: proji-c- 
tion. H«! introrliicrn fKrveral nioHt Hnr|iri4ing Htori«i 
r.fMW'prning philonopliurH, who )if:iiig Hkilli;n in thf: 
arf'aiiiiMi, hvrri for Ihn'r or four ci'nturirs in the 
rnoHl unitn))airful vi^rnir both of niiiiM anri Unly. 
HuL a^ th«; inont «'iiviabl<; Htat<* of huiiuiii fr-lirity is 
iMip'rfrrt, though th*'*«f? ^ii^v% w«Tf nitiHtcm of that 
oiiiiiipotriit in<!tal, which ran niakf? kimvfH bonfat, 
blof klifMrlH witH, anrI rowarH^ hf:roi>s; wliich yif;](li 
in tlio f!Htablii»h«*rl coninifTcc; of the world, all tin; 
iif(i-H5aripH, rniolumpnt% and luxuricn of lifer, and 
alnioHt d(;iticii its ponHOHnorn, they were frcM|uently 
ii(;('f'sfiitatr!d to load th«t livrm of vacal^finrlH, and to 
fikulk from thcobncrvationof niaiikindin thu darkest 
shiidi;ft of fihficurity. 

Atufing many other Hurprising Ktorirn, he jKives an 
arcrnint of a fitranger who some time ago rcnided at 
Venire*. It wan wry remarkable, he Hayn, that this 
int'Hi, tliouf;h he lived in the utmost afflucnre and 
Bpleiidryr, wan unacquainted with any person belong- 
ing to tlie city bffrue he caiue thithnr; that he fm* 
]r)wrd no trade or merihindize : that he had no pro* 
ppfiy in the r.ommon funds of the state; nor ever 
rerc*ivfvl any reniiltanre from nbroad: yet abounded 
in wcdhhf till an accidcut, which he rclatcSf drove 
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bim from Italy, from whence he suddenly disap- 
peared, and no mortal ever learnt from what place 
he came, or whither he went. 

If this man was an Hermetic philosopher m pos* 
session of the great secret, as the author insinuates, 
I am inclined to think, from a similarity of circum* 
stances, that we have at this very time a great num* 
ber of that sect in this metropolis, who, for the good 
of the nation, make gold at their pleasure. I hava 
had the happiness of an acquaintance with several 
of these great men, who, without any visible means 
of livelihood, have shone forth with uncommon lustre 
for a time, and then, to the regret of crowds of tay- 
lors, woollen-drapers, lace- men, mercers, milliners, 
&c. have suddenly disappeared, and nobody ever 
knew the place of their retirement. This speedy 
retreat I attribute to their fears lest the state should 
discover from what source their wealth arose, and 
force them by its power to prostitute so sacred and 
inestimable a science to the destructive views of am* 
bition. 

It has been observed of several of these philoso- 
phers, that they have pretended to be of some lu- 
crative profession or employment, in order, as is 
supposed, to shelter themselves from the prying 
eyes of certain individuals, who are apt, from I know 
not what old-fashioned notion, to regard veiy coolly 
those persons, who being in possession of no lands 
or chattels by inheritance, are unconnected with 
society, and do not lend a helping hand in supply- 
ing something to the real or imaginary wants of 
mankind. Many have affeded to be thought the 
heirs of rich uncles or aunts in the country, from 
whom they were supplied with the comfortable suf- 
ficiencies for genteel life : while others have insinu- 
ated by their friends, that somebody has left them 
SOMETHING SOMEWHERE; and 80 feigned that they 
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lived (as honest people phrase it) by their fkedns. 
But before inquiry could be made into those means 
(if I may have leave to borrow a scripture expres- 
iSion) tke^ went hence^ and were no more seen, 

I remember a few years ago,th6re was a particular 
coffee-house about Covent-gardeh, much fi^quented 
by these adepts, which a friend of fnine, a man of 
wit and humour, used ludicrously to call the an- 
iJUAL coffee-house, as the same face was seldom ob- 
served to BLOW there a second time. But of lat^ 
they have been cautious of raising any suspicion b^ 
assembling in too great numbers together, and are 
therefore dispersed through all the coffee-houses in 
this idle and genteel part of the city. 

I would not be understood, from any thing I have 
said, to infer that none of this respectable sect 
ever take up their fixed residence in town; for I 
liave known several and their families who have 
constantly dwelt here, and who, to the astonishment 
of the whole circle of their acquaintance, have lived 
for twenty years together in great splendour afid 
luxury, spent every year as much as their original 
principal fortune amounted to, and still flourish oh 
in the same manner. 

Every one in high life must, I dare say, have ob- 
served, that no people live so well as those whom 
the world pronounces to be ruined. I have known 
many of those ruined persons, both peers and 
commoners, riot in every luxury and extravagance, 
while the haughty owners of thousands of unmort- 
gaged acres have repined and sickened at their su- 
perior enjoyments. In short, such has been my as- 
sociation of ideas of late, that when I hear any man 
pronounced ruined, I immediately conclude, by 
that expression, that he has been admitted by the 
fraternity into the inestimable secret of the Herme- 
tic philosophy. 
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But however desirous the possessors of this 
FIRST SCIENCE may be of appearing to draw their 
subsistence from the common and vulgar supplies of 
land, trade, stocks, or professions, rather than have 
it suspeded from whence their mysterious finances 
arise* yet such numbers now abound of all ranks 
and conditions* that the government, I am told, be* 
gins to entertain an idea* or, as the vulgar phrase it,, 
to lis,ye BXiinklmg of the matter. Indeed I am greatly 
surprized that the affair was not found out sooner ;. 
for it is mathematically demonstrable* that if Great 
Britain and Ireland were large enough to hold all 
the boasted possessions of these nominal land- 
owners, the dominions of his present nwjesty would, 
exceed the l^luster of a Spanish title, and be larger 
than the four quarters of the globe joined together. 
But here let me stop* and not endeavour to reveal 
more of that scieftice, which is destined by fate to 
remain a secret from all but the truly initiated ; 
lest by farther profane babbling* the present sons of 
H BR MBS should take umbrage, and transfer the 
the unspeakable advantages that accrue to society 
from their presence, to lands of more faith and less 
curiosity. I could wish therefore that the admini-« 
stration would suppress farther inquiries about these 
affairs* and be contented, like honest plain trades- 
men* who grow rich they cannot tell how, to re- 
ceive that inundation of wealth* which flows so un- 
accountably into the kingdom, without troubling 
th^ir repose by an over-great solicitude to know the 
source it springs from ; for fear, like fairy favours, 
the blessing should be snatched from the land, for 
the unpardonable crime of endeavouring to satisfy 
a prohibited curiosity^ 

I am* Sir*. 

Your most obedietU humble Servant^ 



sir vrontD. V* i\U 
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It is very well known that religion and polities are 
perfectly understood by every body, as they require 
neither study nor experience. All people therefore 
decide peremptorily, though often variously, upon 
both. 

All sects, severally sure of being in the right, in* 
timate,at least, if not denounce, damnation to those 
who differ from them, in points so clear, so plain^ 
and so obvious. On the other hand, the infidel^' 
not less an enthusiast than any of them (though 
upon his own principles he cannot datnn, because 
he knows to demonstration that there is no future 
state) would very gladly hang, as hypocrites or 
fools, the whole bod}^ of believers. 

In politics the sects are as various and as warm : 
atid what seems very extraordinary, is, that those 
who have studied them the most, and experienced 
them the longest, always know them the least. 
Every administration is in the wrong, though they 
have the clue and secret of business in their hands; 
atid not less than six millions of their fellow-subjects 
(for I only except very young children) are willing 
and able to discover, censure, reform, and correct 
tlu'ir errors, and put them in the right way. 

These considerations, among many others, deter- 
mined me originally not to meddle with religion ot 
politics, in which I could hot instruct, and upon^ 
which I thought it not decent to trifle. 

Entertainment alone must be the object of an 
hum jle weekly author of a sheet and a half. A cer- 
tain degree of bulk is absolutely necessary for acer* 
tain degree of dignity either iii man or book. A 
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system of ethics, to be respected as it ought, re- 
quires at least a quarto ; and even moral essays can- 
not decentlyi and with, utility, appear in less than a 
thick octavo. But should I, in my .ignoble state of 
a fiigitivesheet and a half, presume with a grave face 
to censure folly, or witli an angry one to \mh vice, 
the porter of every well-bred family in townSyouId 
have orders to deny me ; and I should forfeit my 
place at the breakfast-table, where now, to my great 
honour and emolument, I am pretty generajjy 
served up. But if by the introduction of that wit 
and humour, which I believe even my enemiesmust 
allow me, I can without offence to the politer part of 
readers, slide in any useful moral, I will not neglect 
the opportunity; for I will be witty whenever I can, 
and instructive whenever 1 dare; and when my 
scattered leaves shall, like the Sybils, come to be 
collected, I believe, I may without vanity assert, 
that they will be, at least, as good oracles. 

But in this design too I am aware of difficulties, 
little inferior to those which discouraged me fro^ 
meddling with religion and politics : for every body 
has wit and humour, and many have more of both 
than they, or at least their friends, know what to do 
with. As they are gifts of nature, not to be ac- 
quired by art, who is there that thinks himself §o 
disinherited by nature as not to liave-some share of 
•them? 14ay, those (if such there are) who are mo- 
dest enough to thii^k tljiemselves cut off with a shil- 
hne, husband that twelvepence with care, and fru- 
gally spend their penny upon occasion,. fis sly wags, 
and dry jokers. 

In this universal profusion, this prodigious plenty 
of wit and humour, I cannot help distrusting a little 
the success, though by no means the merit of my 
own ; for I have interior conviction, that no man in 
£ogiaad has 90. much. But tatites are. v^ous^W^ 



to WORLD* N«lll. 

the market is glutted. However, I should hope, 
that my candid readers will have the same regard 
for my opinion, which they have for most of the 
opinions they entertain ; that is, that they will take 
it upon trust, especially as they have it from the 
gentleman's (ncn mouth. 

The better to take my measures for the future, I 
have endeavoured to trace tlie progress and recep- 
tion of ray paper, through the several classes of its 
readers. 

In families of condition, it is first received by the 
porter, who yawning, just casts his half-open eyes 
upon it ; for it comes out so early as betw(;en ten 
and eleven ; but finding neither the politics nor the 
casualties of the week in it, throws it aside, ainl 
takes up in its stead a daily news-paper, in which 
all those matters are related with truth and per- 
spicuity. 

From thence it is sent up to Mrs. Betty, to lay 
\ipon the break fast- table. She receives it in pretty 
much the same manner, finds it deficient in point of 
nf'vib, and lays it down in exchange for, the Daily- 
Advertiser, where slie turns with impatience to tlie 
advertisements, to see what invitations are thrown 
out by single gentlemen of undoubted characters, to 
eg I ubleyoung women of unblemished reputations, 
to become either their wives or their compaiiions. 
And, by a prudent forecast, she particularly attends 
to the premiums so frequently offered, for a fine 
wh( lebome breast of milk. 

^'hen it is introduced into my lady's dressing- 
roi^ni, ituiKit. goes a severer examination : for if fny 
lord and ladv ever meet, it is then and there. The 
youngest, probably, of the young ladies is appointed 
to read it aioi.i., to use her to read at sight. If my 
lord, who is a judge of wit, as well as of property in 
th« lust resort; giv«8 a favourable nod, and says, it ii 
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%oell enovgh to-day; my lady, who does not care 
contradict him in trifles, pronounces it to be chan 
ing. But if unfortunately my lord, with an air < 
distaste* calls it poor stujlf; my lady discovers it t 
be horribly stupid, llie young fanlily are unani 
mously of opinion, that the name oi Adam Fitz* 
Adam is a very comical one, and inquire into the 
meaning of the globe in the frontispiece; by which 
(if any body could tell tlieni) they might get a 
pretty notion of geography* 

In families of an inferior class, I meet with a ful- 
ler, though perhaps not a more favourable trial. 
My merits and demerits are freely discussed. Some 
think me too grave, others trifling. The mistress of 
the house, though she detests scandal, wishes, for 
example's sake only, that I would draw the cha- 
racters, and expose the intrigues of the fine folks. 
The master wonders that I do not give the minis- 
ters a rap; and concludes that I receive hush-mo- 
ney. But all agree in saying, facetiously and plea- 
santly enough, that the World does not inform 
hem how the World goes. This is followed by 
lany other pons mots, equally ingenious, alluding to 
le title of my paper, and worth at least the two- 
».nce a week that it costs. 

In the city (for my paper has made its way to 

it end of the town, upon the supposition of its be- 

a fashionable one in this) I am received and 

sidered in a different light* All my gei\eral re- 

tions upon the vices or the follies of the age, 

by the ladies, supposed to be levelled at par- 

ar persons, or at least discovered to be very ap- 

ble to such and such of the quality. They 

Iso thought to be very pat to several of their 

leighbours and acquaintance; and shrewd hints 

kind greatly embellish the conversation of th« 

]g. The graver and more frugal part of thaL- 

. XXVlil, E 
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opulent metropolis, who do not themselves buy, but 
borrow my paper of those who do, complain that, 
though there is generally room sufficient at the end 
of the last page, I never insert the price of stocks, 
nor of goods at Bear-key. And they are every one 
of them astonished how certain transactions of the 
court of aldermen on one hand, and of the com- 
mon-council on the other, can possibly escape my 
animadversion, since it is impossible that they can 
have escaped my knowledge. 

Such are the censures and difficulties to which a 
poor weekly author is exposed. However I have 
the pleasure, and something more than the plea- 
sure, of finding that two thousand of my papers 
are circulated weekly. This number exceeds the 
largest that v;as ever printed even of the Spectators^ 
which in no other respects do I pretend to equal. 
Such extraordinary success would be sufficient to 
flatter the vanity of a good author, and to turn the 
head of a bad one. But I prudently check and stifle 
those growing sentiments in my own breast, by re- 
flecting upon other circumstances that tend to my 
humiliation. I must confess that the present fa- 
shion of curling the hair has proved exceeding fa- 
vourable to me: and perhaps the quality of my pa- 
per, as it happens to be peculiarly adapted to that 
purpose, may contribute, more than its merit, to the 
sale of it. A head that has taken a right French 
tui n, requires, as I am assured, fourscore curls in 
distinct papers; and those curls must be renewed as 
often as the head is combed, which is perhaps once 
a month. Four of my papers are sufficient for that 
purpose, and amount only to eight pence, which is 
very little more than what the same quantity of 
plain paper would cost. Taking it therefore all to- 
gether, it seems not ineont^istent with good ceco- 
aouiy to purchase it at so small a price. 'Jhis re* 
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flection might mortify me as an author, but on the 
other hand, self-love, which is ingenious in availing 
itself of the slightest favourable circumstances, com- 
forts me with the thought, that, of the prodigious 
number of daily and weekly papers that are now 
published, mine is perhaps the only one that is ul« 
timately applied to the head. 
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A I'ATE noble author has most justly and ele- 
gantly defined custom to be. The result of the pas- 
sions and prefudices of many, and of the designs of a 
few; the ape of reason, ivho usurps her seat, exercises 
her power, and is obeyed by mankind in her stead* 

This definition enables us to account for the va- 
rious absurd and wicked customs which have se- 
verally and successively prevailed in all ages and 
countries, and also for those which unfortunately 
prevail in this: for they may all be traced up tc 
the passions and prejudices of the many, and the de^ 
signs of a few. 

It is certain, howevei*, that there has not been 
time when the prerogative of human reason was 
more freely asserted, nor errors and prejudices 
more ably attacked and exposed by the best writers, 
than now. But may not the principle of inquiry 
and detection be carried too far, or at least made 
too general i And should not a prudent discrimi- 
nation of cases be attended to ? 

A prejudice is by no means necessarily (though 
generally thought so) an error. On the contrary, 
it may be a most unquestioned truth, though it be 
still .a prejudice in those^ who, without any e^* 

£ 2 
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amination, take it upon trust, and entertain it by 
habit. 

There are even some prejudices, founded upon 
error, which ought to be connived at, or perhaps 
encouraged ; their effects being more beneficial to 
;50ciety, than their detection can possibly be. 

Human reason, even when improved by know** 
ledge, and undisturbed by the passions, is not an 
infallible, though it is our best guide: but unim- 
proved by knowledge, and adulterated by passion, 
it becomes the most dangerous one: constituting 
jpbstinate wrong-headedness, and dignifying, nay, 
iUmost sanctifying error. 

The bulk of mankind have neither leisure nor 
knowledge sufficient to reason right: why then 
should they be taught to^ reason at all ? Will not 
honest instinct prompt, and wholesome prejudices 
guide them much better than half reasoning ? 

The power of the magistrate to punish bad, and 
the authority of tliose of superior rank to set good 
examples, properly exerted, would probably be of 
more diffusive advantage to society, than the most 
learned theological, philosophical, moral and casu- 
istical dissertations. As for instance : 

An honest cobler in his stall, thinks and calls 
himself a good honest protestant; and, if he lives at 
the city end of the town, probably goes to his pa- 
rish church on Sundays. Would it be honest, 
would it be wise, to say to this cobler, * PViend, 
you only think yourself a member of the church of 
jEngland; but in reality you are not one, since you 
are only so from habit and prejudice, not from ex- 
amination and reflection. But study the ablest 
controversial writers of the popish and reformed 
churches; read Bellarmine, Cliillingworth,and Stil- 
lingfieet, and then you may justly call yourself, 
>yhat in truth you are not now, a protestant/ 
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Should our mender of shoes follow this advice 
(which I hope he would not) a useful cobler would 
most certainly be lost, in a useless polemic, and a 
scurvy logician. 

It would be just the same thing in morals. Our 
cobler received from' his parents that best and 
shortest of all christian and moral precepts, do as 
you would be done by : he adopted it without much 
examination, and scrupulously practised it in ge- 
neral, though with some few exceptions perhaps in 
his own trade. But should some philosopher, for 
the advancement of truth and knowledge, assure 
this cobler, * That his honesty was mere prejudice 
and habit, because he had never sufficiently con- 
sidered the relation and fitness of things, nor con- 
templated the beauty of virtue; but that if he 
would carefully study the Characteristics, the Mo- 
ral Philosopher, and thirty or forty volumes more 
upon that subject, he might then, and not till then, 
justly call himself an honest man ;' what would be- 
come of the honesty of the cobler after this useful 
disco\'ery, I do not know; but this I very well 
know, that he should no longer be My cobler. 

I shall borrow him in two instances more, and 
then leave him to his honest, useful, homespun 
prejudices, which half-knowledge and less rea^jon- 
ing will, I hope, never tempt him to lay aside. 

My cobler is also a politician. He reads the first 
news-papers he can get, desirous to be informed of 
the state of affairs in Europe, and of the street rob- 
beries in Ix)ndon. He has not, I presume, ar.a- 
Ksed the interests of the respective countries of 
Europe, nor deeply considered thoRe of his own : 
itill less is he systematically informed of the po- 
litical duties of a citizen and a subject. But his 
heart and his habits supply those defects. He g^lows 
^ithceal ior the l^onoixr and prospent^ oi oVi^tv^ 
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.land ; he will fight for it, if there be occasion^ and 
drink to it perhaps a little too often, and too much. 
However, is it not to be wished that there were in 
this country six millions of such honest and-zea* 
lous, though uninformed citizens? 

All these unreflected and unexamined opinions 
of our cobler, though prejudices in him, are iu 
themselves undoubted and demonstrable truths, 
and ought therefore to be cherished even in their 
coarsest dress. But I shall now give an instance 
of a common prejudice in this country, which is 
the result of error, and which yet I believe no man 
in his senses would desire should be exposed or re- 
moved. 

Our honest cobler is thoroughly convinced, as his 
forefathers were for many centuries, that one Eng- 
lishman can beat three Frenchmen; and in that 
persuasion, he would by no means decline the trial. 
Kow, though in my own private opinion, deduced 
from physical principles, I am apt to believe Unit 
one Englishman . could beat no more than two 
Frenchmen of equal strength and size with him- 
self, I should however be very unwilling to unde^ 
ceive him of that useful and sanguine error, which 
certainly made his countrymen triumph in the fields 
of Poictiers and Crecy. 

But there are prejudices of a veiy different na- 
ture from these ; prejudices not only founded on 
original error, but that gave birth and sanction to 
the mostabsurd^ extravagant, impious and immoral 
customs, 

lloqour, that sacred name, which ought to mean 
(he spirit, the supererogation of virtue, is, by cus- 
tom, profaned, reduced, and shrunk to mean only a 
readiness to fight a duel upon either a real on an 
imaginary affroutj and not Ij cheat at play. No 
vices uor immoralities whatsoever bl^st thisfashiooK 
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able character, but rather, on the contrary, dignify 
and adorn it : and what should banish a man from 
all society, recommends him in general to the best. 
He may, with great honour, starve the tradesmen, 
who by their mduslry supply not only his wants, 
but his luxury. He ma^ debauch his friend's wife, 
daughter, or sister; he may, in short, undoubtedly 
gratify every appetite, passion, and interest, and 
scatter desolation round him, if he be but ready for 
single combat, and a sci*upuIous observer of all the 
moral obligations of a gamester. 

These are the prejudices for wit to ridicule, for 
satire to lash, for the rigour of the law to punish, 
and (which would be the most eflectual of all) for 
fashion to discountenance and proscribe. And 
tiiesc shall in their turns be the subjects of some 
future papers. 
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The custom of duei^ling is most evidently the 
rcsttit of the passions of the manyy and of the designs of 
a few ; but here the definition stops ; since, far from 
being the ape of reason, it prevails in open defiance 
of it. It is the manifest olTspring of barbarity and 
iblly, a monstrous birth, and distinguished by the 
most shocking and ridiculous marks of both its 
parents. 

I virould not willingly give offence to the politer 
part of my readers, whom I acknowledge to be my 
best customers, and therefore I will not so much as 
hint at the impiety of this practice; nor will I la-* 
.bour to shew how repugnant it is to instinct, reason, 
and every moral and social obligation, eveu to the 
Sa^ioiii^l^ Jitneis of things* Vkwcd oii Owa vivoa- 
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nal side, it excites horror ; on the absurd side, it is 
an inexhaustible fund of ridicule. The Guilt has 
been considered and exposed by abler pens than 
mine, and indeed ought to be censured with more 
dignity, than* a fugitive weekly paper can pretend 
to : I shall therefore content myself with ridiculing 
the Folly of it. 

The ancients most certainly have had very im- 
perfect notions of iiokour, for they had none of 
DUELLING. One reads, it is true, of murders 
committed every now and then among the Greeks 
and Romans, prompted only by interest or revenge, 
and performed without the least Attic politeness, or 
Roman urbanity. No letters of gentle invitation 
were sent to any man to come and have his throat 
cut the next morning; and we may observe that 
Milo had not the conmion decency to give Clodius, 
the most profligate of men, the most dangerous of 
citizens, and his own inveterate enemy, an equal 
chance of destroying him. 

This delicacy of sentiment, this refinement of 
manners, was reserved for tlie politer Goths, Visi- 
goths, Ostrogoths, Vandals, &c, to introduce, culti- 
vate, and establish. I must confess that they have 
generally been considered as barbarous nations; 
and to be sure there are some circumstances which 
ficcm to favour that opinion. They made open war 
upon Learning, and gave no quarter even to the 
monuments of arts and sciences. But then it must 
be owned, on the other liand, that upon those ruins, 
thfy establislied the honourable and noble science 
of Homicide, dignified, exalted, and ascertained 
TKUE 11 ON ou 11, worshipped it as their deity, and 
sacrificed to it hecatombs of human victims. 

In those happy days, honour, that is, single 
combat, was the great and unerring test of civil 
rights, moru\ actions, and sound doctrines* It was 



VORLD. 49 

d by tlie church ; and the churchmen were 
lally allowed the honour and pleasure of 
ve read of many instances of duels be- 
len and Priests. Nay, it was, without ap- 
e infallible test of female chastity. If a 
, or any lady of distinction, was suspected of 
incontinency, some brave champion, whe^ 
imonly privy to, or perhaps the author of it, ^ 
irth in her defence, and asserted her inno- 
ith the point of his sword or lance. If by 
vity, skill, strcngtli, and courage, he mur- 
le accuser, the lady was spotless; but if her 
•n fell, her guilt was manifest. This heroic 
f in defence of the fair, I presume, occa- 
hat association of ideas (otherwise seem- 
relative to each other) of tlie brave and 
R : for indeed ui those daijs it bclioved a 
lO had the least regard for her reputation, 
; a lover of uncommon activity, strength, 
rage. Hiis notion, as I am well assured, 
rails in many reputable families about Co- 
den, where the brave in the kitchen, are 
ithin call of the fair in the first or second 

lis summary method of proceeding, the 
, the delays, and the expence of the law, 
>ided, and the troublesome shackles of the 
nocked off; honour ruling in tlieir stead. 
e the utility and justice of this method, I 
elp mentioning a very extraordinary duel 
a man of distinction and a dog, in the year 
presence of king Charles the fifUi of France, 
t relation and the print of this du£L arc to 
in father Montfaucon. 
tlenian of the court was supposed to have 
d another, who had been missing for somo 
'Uis suspicioji arose from the vwvxV^ \^^i^- 
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mony of the absent person's dog, a large Irish grey- 
hound, who with uncommon rage attacked this sup- 
posed nnirdercr wherever he met him. As lie wtis 
u gentleman, and a man of very nice honour (though 
by the way he really had murdered the man) he 
could not bear lying under so dishonourable a sus- 
picion, and therefore applied to the king for leave to 
justify his innocence by single combat with the said 
dog. The king, being a great lover of justice, 
granted his suit, ordered lists to be made retuly, 
appointed the time, luid named the weapons. The 
g(;ntleman was to have an offensive club in his 
hand, the dog a defensive tub to resort to occa- 
sionally. The Irish gn*y]iound willingly met tliis 
fair inviter at the time and place appointed ; for it 
has always been observable of that particular breed, 
that they have an uncommon alacrity at single com* 
bat. They fought; the dog prevailed, and almost 
killed the hcniourable gentleman, who had then the 
honour to confess his guilt, and of being hanged for 
it in a few days. 

When letters, arts, and sciences revived in 
Europe, the science of Homicide was farther cul- 
tivaU^d and improved. If on the one hand, it lost 
a little of the extent of its jurisdiction, on the 
other, it acquired great precision, ch^arness, and 
b(3auty, by the care and pains of the very best Ita- 
lian and Spanish authors, who reduced it into a 
n^giilar body, and delighted the world with their 
admirable codes, digests, pandects, and reports, 
dclla cavallcrescoy in some hundreds of volumes. 
Almost all possible cases of IIokoitr were consi- 
dered and stated ; two-and-thirty different sorts of 
VuiH were clibtinguished ; and the adequate satisfac* 
tion necessary for each, was with great solidity and 
j)nicision ascertained. A kick with a thin shoe was 
declared more injurious to honour (though not so 
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painful to the part kicked) than a kick with a thick 
shoe; and in short, a thousand other discoveries of 
the Uke nature, equally beneficial to society, were 
cuiumunicated to the world in those voluminous 
treasures of Honour. 

In the present degenerate age, these fundamental 
laws of Honour are exploded and ridiculed; and 
sinjjle combat thought a very uncertain, and even 
unjust decision of civil property, female chastity, 
ami criminal accusations, but I would humbly ask, 
why? Is not single combat as just a decision of any 
othpr thing whatsoever, as it is of veracity, tliecase 
to which it is now in a manner confined ? I am of 
opinion that there are more men in the world who 
lie and fight too, than there are who will lie and 
not fight ; because I believe there are more men in 
the world who have, than who want courage. lUit 
if lighting is the test of veracity, my rcjidcrs of con- 
dition will I hop(^ pardon niP, when I say, that my 
future inquiries and researches after truth, shall 
be altogether confinf^d to the three regiments of 
guards. 

There is one reason indeed which makes me sus- 
pfrt that a duel may not always be the infallible 
Titerion of veracity, and that is, that the comba- 
tants very rarely meet upon equal terms. I beg 
leave to state a case, which may very probably, and 
not even unfrequently happen, and which yet is 
not provided for, nor even mentioned in the In- 

STITUTRS OF IIONOUR. 

A very lean, slender, active young fellow of great 
HONOUR, weighing perhaps not quite twelve stone, 
and i\bo has from his youth taken lessons of Homi- 
cide from a murder-master, has, or thinks he has, 
a point of honour to discuss with an unwieldy, fut, 
"iwkilc-aged gentleman, of nice honour likewise, 
*M:;liing four-and-twenty stone, and who in his 
youth may uot possibly iiave had tUe b^ca^ cqvsl'^ 



niendable application to the noble science of Ho- 
micide. The lean gentleman sends a very civil 
letter to the fat one, inviting him to come and be 
killed by him the next morning in Hyde-park* 
Should the fat gentleman accept this invitation, and 
waddle to the place appointed, he goes to in- 
evitable slaughter. Now upon this state of t!ie 
case, might not the fat gentleman, consistent with 
the rules of honour, return the following answer 
to the invitation of the lean one? 
' Sir, 

* I find by your letter that you do me the justice 
to believe that 1 have the true notions of lionuur 
Uiat become a gentleman ; and I hope I shall never 
give you reason to change your opinion. As I en- 
tertain the same opinion of you, I must suppose 
that you will not desire that we should meet upon 
veiy unequal terms, which must be the case were 
we to meet to-morrow. At present I unfortunate- 
ly weigh four-and-twenty stone, and I guess that 
you do not exceed twelve. From this circum- 
stance singly, I am doubly the mark that you are; 
but besides this, you are active, and I am unwieldy. 
I therefore proi)Ose to you, that from this day for- 
wards, we severally endeavour by all possible 
means, you to fatten, and I to waste, till we can 
meet at the medium of eighteen stone* I will lose 
no time on my part, being impatient to prove to 
you that I am not quite unworthy of the good opi- 
nion which you are pleased to express of, 

Sir, Your vtrn humble servant* 

P. S, I believe it may not be amiss for us to 
communicate to each other from time to time, our 
gradations of increase or decrease, towards the de- 
fined medium, in which 1 presume, two or three 
pounds more or less on either side, ou«jht not to 
be considered.' 



This, among many other c\ ^es that I could men- 
tion, sufficiently proves, not o. ^V ^^^ expediency, 
but the necessity of restoring, re vismg, and perhaps 
adding to the practice, rules ana statutes of single 
combat, as it flourished in the t'fteenth and six- 
teenth centuries. I grant that it \ '«^ld probably 
make the common law useless ; but httle, triflmg^ 
and private interests ought not to staL '^ ^^ ^"^ ^^y 
of great, j)ublic, and national advantages. - 
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The notion of Birth, as it is commonly c ^H^^ 
and established by custom, is also the manifest ^®" 
ault of the prejudices of the mani/, and of the den ft "* 
of a few. It is the child of Pride and Folly, couple. ^ 
together by that industrious pander Self-love. It it 
surely the strongest instance, and the weakest prop 
of human vanity. If it means any thing, it means 
a long Uneal descent from a founder, whose indus- 
try or good fortune, whose merit, or perhaps whose 
guik, has enabled his posterity to live useless to 
aex:iety, and to transmit to theirs their pride and 
thdr patiimony. However, this extravagant no- 
tibn, this Chimerical advantage, the effect of bUnd 
cBance, "W^here prudence and option cannot even 
pretend tdjiave the least share, is that Fly which, 
by a kind ^f Egyptian superstition, Custom all over 
Europe 1^ deiified, and at whose tawdry shrine 
good sense, good manners, and good nature are 
daily sacni^ced. 

The vulgar distinction between people of birth; 
and people of no birtu will probably puzzle the 
Clitic? and antiquarians Of the thirtieth or fortieth 
centuries, -when in their judicious or labouou^ \^ 
VOL. xxvn/# F 
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searctes into the customs and manners of these 
present times, they shall have reason to suppose, 
that in the sixteenth, seventeenth, and eighteenth 
centuries, the island of Great Britain was inhabited 
by two sorts of people, some born, but the much 
greater number unborn. The fact will appear so 
incredible^ that it will certainly be believed; the only 
difficulty will be how to account for it ; and that, 
as it commonly does, will engross the attention of 
the learned. The case of Cadmus's men, will 
doubtless be urged as a case in point, to prove the 
possibility of the thing; and the truth of it will be 
confirmed by the records of the university pf Ox- 
ford, where it will appear that an unborn person, 
called for that reason Terras FiliuSy annually en- 
tertained that university with an oration in the 
theatre. 

F therefore take with pleasure this opportunity of 
explaining and clearing up this difficulty to my re- 
motest successors in the republic of letters, by giv- 
ing them the true meaning of the several expres- 

sious of GREAT BIRTH, NOBLE BIRTH, BIRTH, and 
NO BIRTH AT ALL. 

Great and illustrious birth is ascertained and 
authenticated by a pedigree carefully preserved in 
the family, which takes at least an hour's time to 
unroll, and when unrolled, discloses twenty inter- 
marriages of valiant and puissant Geoffreys and Hil- 
debraiids, with as many chaste and pious Blaunches 
and Mauds, before the conquest, not without here 
and there a dash of the Plantagenets. But if unfor- 
tunately the insolent worms should have devourc<i 
the pedigree as well as the persons of theillustriouj* 
family, that defect may be supplied by the authen- 
tic records of the herald's office, that inestimable 
repository of good sense and useful knowledge. If 
ihis GRiiAT BiRTii is ^raccd with a peerage, 60 
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much the better ; but if not, it is iio great matter ; 
fbir being so solid a good in itself, it wants no bor- 
rowed advantages, and is unquestionably the most 
pleasing sentiment that a truly generous mind i:^ 
capable of feeling. 

Noble birth implies only a peerage in the fa- 
mily. Ancestors are by no mea^s necessary for this 
kind of birth ; the patent is the midwife of it, and 
the very first descent is noble. The family arms, 
however modern, are dignified by the coronet and 
mantle; but tlie family livery is sometimes, for very 
gpod reasons^ laid aside. 

BiBTH, singly, and without an epithet, extends,! 
cannot positively say how far, but negatively, it stops 
where useful arts and industry begin. Merchants, 
tradiesmen, yeomen>. farmers, and ploughmen, are 
not BORN, or at least, in so mean a way as not to 
deserve that name ; and it is perhaps for that rea- 
son that their mothers are said to be (/e/ii'erer/, rather 
than brought to bed of them. But baronets, knights, 
and esquires have the honour of being born. 

I must confess that before I got the key to this fa- 
shionable language, I was a good deal puzzled myself 
with the distinction between birth, and no birth ; 
and having no other guide than my own weak reason, 
I mistook the matter most grossly. I foolishly ima- 
gined that well-bom^ meant born with a sound mind 
iuasoundbody; a healthy, strong constitution,join* 
ed to a good heart and a good understanding. But 1 
never suspected that it could possibly mean the 
shrivelled tasteless fruit of an old genealogical tree. 
I communicated my doubts, and applied for infor- 
mation to my late worthy and curious friend, the 
celebrated Mrs. Kennon, whose valuable collection 
of ibssilsand minerals lately sold, sufficiently proves 
ker skill and researches in the most recondite \)arta 
•f nature. She, with that frankness aud \v\\m'Axi\\>} 
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-which were natural to her, assured me that it .was 
all a vulgar error, m which however the iiobility and 
gentry prided themselves: but that in truth she had 
never obsersxd tlie children of the quality to be 
wholcsomer and stronger than others, but rather 
the contrary ; which difference she imputed to cer- 
tain causes, which I shall not here specify. This 
natural (and, I dare say, to the best of her obser- 
vation, true) account confirmed me in my formor 
philosophical error. But still not thorougnlyaatia- 
fied with it, and thinking that there must "be some- 
thing nioie in what was so universally valued, I de- 
termined to get some farther information, by ad- 
dressing myself to a person of vast, immense, pro- 
digious BiHTn, and descended atavis re^us^ with 
whom I have the honour of being acquamted. As 
be expatiates willingly upon that subject, it was 
very easy for me to set him a going upon it, inso- 
much, that upon some few doubts which I humbly 
suggested to him, he spoke to me in the following 
manner: 

* I believe, Mr. Fitz-Adam, You are not (for no- 
body is) ignorant of the antiquity of my family^ 
which by authentic records I can trace up to king 
Alfred, some of whose blood runs at this moment 
in my v^4ns; and I will not conceal from you that 
I find infinite inward comfort and satisfaction in that 
reflection. Let people of no birth laugh as much 
as they please at these notions; they are not ima- 
jginary; they are red; they are solid; and whoever 
is WELL BOUK, is glad that he is so. A merchant, 
a tradesman, a yeoman, a farmer, and such sort of 
people, may perhaps have common honesty and 
vuliiar virtues; but take my word for it, the more 
retimd and generous sentiments of honour, courage, 
and nia^'nanimitv, can onlv flow in ancient and no- 
hit blood. What shall animate a tradesman or 
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mean-born man to any great and heroic virtues ? 
Shall it be the examples of his ancestors? He has 
none. Or shall it be that impure blood that rather 
stagnates than circulates in his veins; No ; ancik.vt 
BIRTH and NOBLK H LOO D are the ouly true sourccs 
of great virtues. This truth aj)pears even aniung 
bnitcSy who we observe n(*ver degenerate, exce])t 
in cases of mis-alliances with their interiors. Are 
not the pfxligrees of hors(;s, cocks, dogs, &c. care- 
fully preserved, as the n(wer-failing proofs of their 
swiftness and courage? I repeat it again, birth is 
an inestimable advantage, not to be adequately 
understood but by those who have it.' 

My friend was going on, and to say the truth, 
growing dull, when I took the liberty of interrupt- 
ing liiniy by acknowledging that the cogency of his 
arguments, and the self-evidence of his facts, had 
entirely removed all my doubts, and convinced ni(5 
of the unspeakable advantage's of illustihous 
fiiiiTii; and unfortunately 1 added, lliat my own 
vanity was greatly flattered by it, in consec|uencf. of 
my being lineally descended from the lirst man. 
Upon this my friend looked grave, and seemed ra- 
tlier displeased; whether from a suspicion that 1 
was jesting, or upon an apprehension that 1 niiMint 
to out'dcscvnd him, I cannot d(;termine; for he con- 
tented himself with saying, ^That is not a necessary 
cousequence, neither, Mr. Fitz-Adam, since 1 have 
read somewhere or otlier of pre-adamites, which 
opinion did not seem to me an absurd one.' 

Here I took my leave of him,, and went home full of 
reflections upon the astonishing powers of self-love, 
than can extract comfort unci ph^asure from such 
groundless, a))8urd, and e.\travagant prejudices. In all 
other respects my friend is neither a fool nor a mad- 
niaiiy and can tallc very rationally upon any rational 
subject. But such 19 the incoubk'^\.tm'Y \>v)v\\ v>l \Xa 
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human mind and the human heart, that one must 
not form a general judgment of either, from ooft 
glaring error, or one shining excellence. 
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Though it is a general observation, that the 
tions of mankind commonly begin and end in bblv, 
yet to an impartial person, who reads over with |it- 
tention the advertisements in our pubHc pc^iers, Ht 
will appear that there are instances of ptiblic-6pi- 
ritedness in the present times, that put to shame 
every record that can be produced in favour of 
times past: and though lam sorry to say that these 
iiistancts are confined to one particular profession 
of men, yet the benefits that accrue from them are 
general and universal. Not to keep my readers in 
buspence, the public-spirited gentlemen I mean, are 
the gentlemen of the faculty, or, as they more mo- 
desty call themselves, the practitioners in pkifdCm 
The disinterested zeal witli which these genUemen 
devote their labours to the good of mankind, ougjb^ 
I confess, to be celebrated by much abler pens than 
mine; and happy indeed is it that they themselvea 
seem to think so; and have therefore done that jus- 
tice to their own merits, wliich their wannest advo- 
cates must have despaired of doing for them. 

'I'he most illustrious Doctor De CoaTESS, phyu* 
cian uf the most serene repubUc of Venice, has abanr 
doned his native country and friends, md with 
the no less illustrious Doctor Toscano, his coK 
league, has generously taken up his residence in^ 
this metropolis, where diseases and death flybefbif 
him. 
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,A physician of our own nation challenges the re- 
gard of his countrynu^n, by politely iinrl ele^iuitly 
jsettiug forth in the daily papers, that < As nothing i:^ 
4nore repugnant to humanity than denying relict to 
.a fellow creature in misery, applause surely is mo.sL 
^ue to those, who by long study and great apf>li- 
^cation, have extracted a medicine from the vege- 
^tdble and mineral creation, that infallibly cures,, 

The truly disinterested proprietor of the Old Iron 
P^T'trce Water and its Salts, .condescends to do 
'^Jiimself the justice to acknowledge his great bene-: 
i-VQlQnce to mankind, by prefacing his address to the 
:.public in the following words, * That the u nmi a pp y 
niay know where to apply for relief, is the full end 
;Of this advertisement.' 

The gentleman qf mvch experience in pkjjsic, who 
;ha8 discovered the celebrated Lotion or wash that 
^Diakes every body beautiful, tells us, ' That for the 
CONV^EK^ENCY of pcrso/is of distinction, and the 
jBEKERAL GOOD offnanlund, it is sold at Mr. Foy's 
jcbina-shop, opposite St. James's palace.' 

\Vho is there that c^n read, that does not look 

•mi^\ admiration and astonishment on the disinte- 

,rested benevolence of these truly great persons ? But 

SVhsa we consider a still greater instance of public- 

(fipiritedoess ; when we think of that justly celebrated 

•mat man and physician, the incomparable Doctor 

Vaylor; who, not satisfied with restoring the in-t 

/^[aluable blessing of sight to every individual of his 

iUind countrymen, pays his charitable visits to every 

|MUt of Europe, deahng light and contort to all na- 

•tions; where shall we find words to express the 

Mfias we are filled with ? It is with great pleasure 

that I embrace this opportunity of congratulating 

his holiness the Pope, and their eminences the Car** 

4iaals, on the ^rriv^. of that iUustrious ^lit^ow ^\» 
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Rome, of which the Daily Advertiser thus particu-* 
larly informs us : 

* Rome, December the 27th, The Chevalier 
Taylor, celebrated medicine-ocuUst to their im- 
periid majesties, to the kings of Great-Britain, Po- 
land, Sweden, Denmark, and to all the sovereign 
princes in Europe, arrived a few weeks since in this 
capital from IVIuscovy, and the morning after his 
arrival was presented to his holiness. From the 
reputation he has acquired here by the success he 
had with the princesses of Ruspuly, Justinana, and 
with many other illustrious personages, together 
with a number extraordinary of the subjects of this 
country, tlie Pope has not only been pleased to grant 
him three different audiences, but has declared him, 
by patent, medicine-oculist to his person and 
court : and, to give him yet a greater mark of his fa- 
vour has caused him to be made Chevalier of his 
court, to bo received as a member of the Roman 
senate, and fellow of the Roman university. The 
patents of these dignities, together with all the 
others he has received from the courts and univer- 
sities abroad, are in the hands of his son in London* 
By a list it appears, that the Chevalier is now 
pliysician-oculist (by patent) to six crowned heads; 
to near twenty sovereign princes ; member of almost 
all the universities, academies, and societies of the 
learned in Europe; that he is the author of twenty* 
four (litVerent works that he has wrote himself in 
<iitlrrent languages, three of which arc published in 
Italian ; and to complete all, he was received as a 
number of the university of Padua, by order of the 
senate of N'enioo, with distinct approbation from 
the famous profost^or Morgagni : and this crowned 
by the dignities he has received from the court and 
seuatti of ilouie* The Cu&VALiEa vfiU. direct his 
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course through Italy, ^%'herc he will end his tour 
through all Europe.' 

I have transcribed the whole of this advertise- 
loent (which possibly may not appear to be quito 
^accurately worded as ilf drawn up by the Doctor 
lUmself) because I am desirous of rescuing from a 
jteiishable news-paper the authentic records of the 
«iignities and honours of tl le Cii£v a lieu Taylor, 
i cannot conceal from my readers that 1 have one 
jnelancholy thought upon this occasion ; it is, that 
^. most of these high honours have been conferred 
upon the Chevalier by the catholic princes, and 
particularly by his holine fs the Pope, it is greatly to 
he feared that from a principle of gratitude, the 
jCbetalier may possitily have made them a com* 
jfiment of his prolesttuit faith. If my apprehen- 
sions of this event are groundless, how ought we to 
lejoice that such distii iguished titles are bestowed, 
.even by the enemies o f our religion, upon one of 
our own countrymen ! 

jBdeed as the princiipal blessing of life is health, 
it is BO wonder tlmt jpriuces and great men are so 
jt^Ay to reward with, honours all those who are the 
iiisiurersof it: and it is with no small satisfaction that 
^see those eminent physicians. Doctor 11ock,Doc- 
jlor WiST, together with a long it attera of doctors, 
Jfho content them^^elvcs with publishing their merits 
.wilhoui their names, offering their several specitica 
.to the public, under a patent from the crown. 

3utit is the disinterested spirit of these great per- 
fSOns, and not their honours, that I am at present 
.celebrating: and I take shmne to myself, that tus an 
■Ittithpr^and consequently a physician of tlie mind, { 
^▼.e been less careful in setting forth either tlu-i 
excellency of my labours, or in extending them as I 
.ought to have done to all sorts of people. I had nev(T 
^^U^j^ered till very iHtely^, that the ]p'iV^(^T ^^ NN\*< 
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World, though it cost no more than two-pence, 
and is published but once a week, yet when conti- 
nued to a hundred tliousand numbers, or perhaps to 
the end of time (for I have taken care that the secret 
of writing it sliall not die with nie) must be too 
tjea\y a tax on the generations of the poor. From 
a due consideration of this weighty affair, and in- 
dueuced thereto by the noble and disinterested spirit 
of my brethren the doctors, I have directed my good 
friend Mr. Dodsley to bind up in three neat pocket 
volumes the aggregate of these my labours, for the 
years one thousand seven hundred tifty-three, and 
one tliousand seven iiundred fifty-four; and to dis- 
tribute the said volumes among all the booksellers 
of this great metropolis, to be sold by them to-mor- 
row and for e\'er at so small a price as three shil« 
lings a volume. And I have the pleasure of declaring, 
with equal truth with the proprietor of the Old Iron 
Pear- tree Water anrl its Salts, that to reluze tkc 
vx H A pp Y vt the full end of t/tis pMication. 

For the great utility of tJif-se incomparable •vo- 
lunit-s, I might refer the reader to the praises I have 
almost ever}' where Urstowed upon thtm in the vo- 
lumes themselves, though, I confess, not altogether 
in so ample a manner as their merits required. I 
might also have presented him with a list of attes- 
tations sent me unrler ihit hands and seals of most 
of the principal nobility of tiiese kingdoms, setting 
forth their niar\'eiiou5 effects on their morals and 
understazidings: but as these attestations would 
have made a much larger work than tlie volumes 
themselves, I thouizht it prudent to omit them. In 
Ikct, nothing need be said of thc&e books, but that 
they are an easy, pleoaiiiit, and infallible cure fur 
evtrry disorder of Uie hunmn niind. 

I had written thus fiir, when 1 refuived a visit from 
^ Lr'itiid, whO| upon my acqu:i luting him with the 
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public-spirited scheme which I l»ve laid before my 
readers, shook his head, and told me, that an author 
of his acquaintance had greatly out-done me in ge- 
nerosity; of which he could convince me in an 
hour's time. He then left me abruptly, without so 
much as waiting for an answer, and in less than tlie 
lime proposed, sent me the following advertisement, 
cut out of a news-paper. * This day was publislied 
Nurse Truelove's new-year's gift, or the book of 
books for children, adorned with cuts, and designed 
as a present for every little boy who would become 
a great man, and ride upon a fine horse; and to 
every little girl who would become a great woman,, 
and ride in a lord-mayor's gilt coach. Printed for 
the author, who has ordered these books to be givea 
GRATIS to all little good boys and girls, at the bible 
and crown in St. Paul's church-yard, they paying 
for the binding, which is only two-pence each 
book/ 

I confess very freely that the generosity of this 
advertisement put me a little out of countenance ; 
but as I pique myself upon nothing so much as my 
benevolence to mankind, I soon came to a resolu- 
tion not to be out-done by this public-spirited gen- 
tloaan ; and I hereby give notice, that the above- 
mentioDed three volumes of the World, together 
. vith a very elaborate index to each . (all of which 
, were, I confess, intended to be sold) will now be 
l^ven GftATis at every bookseller's shop in tow«> 
to all sorts of persons, tkey only poking nine siili** 

lUTGS for the BINDING. 
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Penvum, thynumjue tenentf et iuhligMr jicci* 

To Mr. Fitz-Adam. 
Sir, 

I A M loft guardian to three young ladies, whose ' 

f ither was my intimate acquaintance at the time 

Ihi made liis addresses to their late mother : and I 

\ (fi V well remember he could not obtain admlttatioe 

till he had first procured himself the ornament of a 

star and ribbon, and would never have gained the 

lady but from tlie happy thought of adding anotlier 

lace to his liveries. As it appeared to nie that his 

success was owing to these exteriors, 1 conceived 

no great opinion of the good sense of his lady ; but 

as siie made my friend a good wife, 1 reflected that 

aht' might justly be influenced by the ribbon, as it 

marked the consequence of her lover, and by the 

additional lace, as it seemed to bespeak his riches. 

It is, how(;ver, still a doubt with me, whetlier she 

ever felt a sincere passiun for the man she married; 

and what increases this doubt is, that 1 could never 

(hscover in either of her daughters, any symptoms 

of what I can properly call love. The eldest, who 

ri'ads romances, is continually professing a sincere 

(lisi)osition to requite (after a proper time) tlie 

4)aiiis of one who shall enterprize, light, starve, or 

catch cold for her. The second would be liappy 

witli a scare-crow, who, with the dignity of a title^ 

fchould discover Avhat she calls a Taste, in tricking 

out liis person with embroideiy, laces, jewels, luid 

trinkets. The third would never de^ire to see the 

object of her passion ; provided she might receive 
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ams of paper filled with flames, darts^ arrows, and 
ich missive weapons, which do most execution from 
distance. Last week my three wards came into my 
•om, desiring leave to go to the next masquerade, 
^ve a hasty consent, imagining there could be no 
inger for ladies whom I knew to be safe on tlie 
ie of love; but since I have recollected my 
ooglits, I am apprehensive that the eldest may be 
Dght by some axanturiery with soumhng language 
d a romantic habit ; tlie second ))y a Turkish em« 
ror not worth ten chequins ; and Uie youngest by 
nooolh-tongued flattering poet, wlio when he has 
lied off his borroNved habit of a shepherd, has per- 
p8 no other to put on. 

You will not be surprised, after this representa- 
•n,to hear me complain of the distress my promise 
B brought upon me ; but as I never break my 
vd with theni^ I must for once trust them to their 
ie. But I cannot forbear intreating you, while the 
ipression is strong in my rash mind, to write a 
per on the dangerous <:onsequence8 wliich these 
itastic diversions may bring upon young people, 
giving a wild and extravagant turn to their ima- 
mtions. You will perhaps wonder to hear theef- 
1» which my consent has already produced. 'I'liis 
)ming I fonnd the eldest of my young ladies 
Pt>8»'d out, as she lold mo, in the character of 
'rus, in a suit of IVrsian armour of her own con- 
vaiice. The se<:ond, who in of a large size, and 
s contracted a remarkable imweildiness by the 
itc she observes in never moving off her conch, 
tt at thp same time under tlie hnnds of (me of the 
inrors at the theatre, who was lacing \\vr up in a 
'bit ma<le after that which she wears herf^clf in 
M? of her serious dances. The yo\n\grst was a 
OW', and expressed great salitifaction in tlie ncgli- 
nt flow of her robc; but complained iVmV ^VvcVxaA 

vox, XXVIII, G 
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nai ft fffrtl hrr hrtitf. I rcmld not help 8nvin( 
sorry I had cniilrilmtfrt my piirt to thfr tttiJirtt 
'VliiH w.iH vrry ill n'«*#iv*'r| ; whirh induc-f] I 
hiivc fdii-sfrii, as well I'roin iUt: oppoxitioii vi 
iiiiplii'il to h«T rhvcrsioii, uh Ixthuih! the iiium 
things ill the world, detests ii pun. 

'I'hiH, Mr. rii/-;\riuiii, is a v#:ry omiiioiiH lif^ 
r»r nil affair, which I am alraid will haveuwcir 
If it )>('att('ii(h'd witti any <>t tin* <'oiis«*r|uf.>iif 'ct 
I apprrhciid, you shall hfrar furthrr from i 
the mean tiiiif, I hope U) hvar from yuu on th 
j*Tt, and am, 

Sir, 

Your humble fen an 

I'KUDl 

A« I havf HTfivc'd no fiirthrr intclli^fiiu 
tfiih rorn'spoiifh'nt, and as it is now near a 
.'•iiuc ttiis Irttri canir to hand, I am apt to 
that noiif: of tliosi' dn-adfnl ronsofpicnrcs hav 
))cncd, wfiirli lif so ;;rrat iy appnlicndrd, and tl 
thrrr ladirs I'scapcd without any otticr acridei 
now and thrn a lau^ti at thrir affectation. 

I mustronfr'ss I am on<; of tliostr who think i 
i\»\i\rwh\ an innorrnt ainuHi-m<*nt, fMid that ] 
liavf! Ion/; since left off ^oin/; to it with any 
cither ^ood or hud : not that the vices objeete 
are htft off, hut that they are carried on wi 
dinicnlty in other phu'es, and without the bus 
that would attend them there. And I may v( 
to flay, if people will keep from the dangers 
^amiii;;-tahlr, they will run no other Inixard 
masquerade, than that of making; themselves r 
lou8. I will ^o still farther, hy protesting a 
the injustice of charging; this diversion in pa 
Inr, with tlie miM'.hiefs of play, or the atVe«-te< 
he9 mentioned ill my correspondent'b letter, b; 
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posing tliat tbemen game higher, or that the women 
dress more fantastically in the I lay-market than 
elsewhere. That it is an unprofitable amusement, 
And not worthy the anxiety and pains that are 
usually bestowed upon it, I very readily acknow* 
ledge, but have nothing farther to say against it. 

And here I cannot help observing, for the infor- 
mation of the declaimer against the present times, 
that our ancesters bestowed more thought and trou- 
ble on their elaborate fooleries of this kind, than 
their posterity have done since; and that they were 
sometimes attended with more dangerous conse- 
quences. Witness the famous Balet des Ardens^ 
where Charles the sixth of France and several young 
gentlemen of his court, in order to represent sa- 
vages, endeavoured to imitate hair by sticking flax 
upon their close jackets of canvas, which were be- 
smeared for that purpose with pitch and other in- 
flammable matter, and all excepting the king, 
chained themselves together so fast, that a spark 
of fire from a flambeau falling upon one of their 
dresses, burnt two of them to death before they 
could be separated, and scorched the others so that 
the greatest part of them died in a few days. 

Henry the eighth was the first who brought these 
diversions into England ; and as they were very 
amusing from their novelty, they were frequently 
exhibited in that reign witli great success. It is 
perhaps to a building erected by that monarch for 
an occasional masquerade, that the first idea of 
Ranelagh owes its birth. It will not, I believe, be 
denied, tliat the modem Ranelagh is rather an im- 
provement upon the old one; a description of 
which, togetlier witli the disaster that be£el it, is 
thus particularly set forth by the historian of those 
times. 

* The king caused to be builded a \>9Jvc^%!C\x^ 

Q 2 
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Iiouhf, fi<.^1it finrifln-fl feel in roiii)itif'% like at 
atlrr a j^ocKlly (\r\'u r, liiiildcrl in Mirh a i 
kiH ({ think; wn•^ tirwr h( in. Aii'l in i\u'. u 
tlif s.iint; \ f'AUi I uUit',''\i(}MM: wuh M'X Up H f;r 
Jfir ot tnnlff-r, in.uli' nt' ri'^lit ^rfriit niaiU, Ui' 
^ftlur v/itli ii'in fxinrlf* for lo hold thfin U> 
I'or it wfi«i a hnndn-rl iiit'l tliirtv-four U'i'i in 
und tomL six |ionnfl-» thirtf-«'n fthil!in|;Miind fotii 
U> Hct It upright. 'I'licf l>an«|u«'ting'hotJh#r \ 
\ir*'f\ over nri:h ran Viut,t'iuitrn(:fl with ro|H;ff n 
fin t'lHt fiH nii'^ht hi* <livi^4:d; and withni il 
hoiiM-waH panilcrl thfr hfravfnH,with Htarr'MHUli 
and I'lotirlH, with divrrH other thin^n rnadi 
ovrr tncn'tt hi -ad»f. And about thi* hi^h p 
tintlxT that hlood upright in the niid«it, wa; 
itta:',<"-. of LinihiT tor orpuiH and other iuHtnin 
htiind upon, and ni(;n to play on thiitii. Hu 
morning of the. hanic day, wh<-r4'in thir build 
{icronipliihcd, the wind U*gan to riic, and u 
bh'W oil th(r ciinvas, and all thr «:h:ni«rnth, v 
hUrK, htnif niO(;n, and cIoikIh; und all tin 
M-at,^ that wcr*' niitdi- with prrat richoH, htm 
oth«T tliiii','H, ui II! all fl MJH^d aucl loJit.' 

'I'h'iH ti-ll thi- liiHt lian('Ktv.h, tIioup;h bii 
cordni^', (o thi. hintoiian; iih Htron^ an rrnild 
viH(;d. 'i'hi*. modi rn Uaixtlafzh han provcfl i 
hi: a htn>hp;i r building, having uh yt Imtu i 
bv no htoruiH but thoM* of tin: hi^iHlatun:; 
our nia;..i 'ttuU-H had thoui^ht ))rop(:r; wi: mi, 
h ivi! rlialiiMiiiird all I'.uropit t'> Hhf?w UH thf: 
•ion of il ni:i»«{n<!ra«|(' in th«; prifVction with 
W(j«-. ihi ri irshibitrd, cithiT for th<: %\muu}\v. 
tlw ro/Mii, thi: beauty ol tli''- ladli'i, tlii* ^plrn 
thcit jfTWf-U) or Lh«: i*h:j;an<<'. of llu'ir habitK, 
tin; <'liiiiri: of thf latti r niav tio |oii"^i*r bi* a 
to thi; invfution, or oci ;i*iion th«' m.iuic Iiui" 
iiHty*h^mn;iiif Ki^d dibappolutu)i'nt tlut i a 
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bave happened on some late occasions, it may be 
proper to take notice that my ingenious and accu- 
rate friend, Mr. Jeflferys of St. Martin's-lane, is now 
engraving select representations of the most ap- 
proved modes of dress of ail those nations who 
have discovered either taste or fancy in that science. 
And I hope that in this undertaking he will acquit 
himself as well to the polite world, as he has to the 
commercial, by the great care and pains he has be- 
stowed in ascertaining the geography of those parts 
of the globe with which this country is most parti- 
cularly connected, and which may sometimes fur- 
nish topics for conversation to the full as enter- 
taining as the most earnest preparations for a sub- 
scription masquerade. 
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In nova fcrt animus, O v x D • 

There is perhaps no passion which more strongly 
marks the general character of mankind, which 
operates morv forcibly, or actuates more univer- 
sally, than the desire of novelty. Its eftbcts 
appear conspicuous in proportion as every age or 
nation is advanced in those refinements which are 
the natural consequence of an extensive intercourse 
with other countries, and of wealth, security, and 
ease, under the lenity of a free government. 

The Athenians, the most polished nation in all 
antiquity, and who enjoyed these advantages in the 
highest degree, were, if we may trust their own 
writers, as passionately fond of the something 
KEw as my own countrymen can possibly be; nay, 
&r exceeded them: for however great may be the 

o 3 
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r . • .-i" *.'/ .'.'..'' \ •' I L.iv J, j-h'-'J '.i»ir iiiv«;i.iiori *>i 

...;;. •■•.• ; . . *. ii'/ 1» -. iU »<1.m'. . :.M;jr «■, tliaii 

-'li V i,. I, .. . 'I' -. :«.' '1 »'• ' :itlii» .ij.fi t* • '1 H1^ ;irinv, 
('I '*/ m ill .1 M»« I, #ii 'ii .' . ■.4''iii ;i:i'l f-M' rl.ii:i:ii';ii£s 
i.» .'i'»hi» , h iiii. -'lijiM • -oLif ol Citji ^:,iv# -t rii'i- 
r« /;, f'/ mtt..\ii lii'sij, tli't V. riK.-.t ri'lf/tt.i/?*, iriiis- 
I. J..'!'- iiii'l iiji' .'»'-, tli«' Mi,.r„« or.iv ot »U tiii|^ 

t i' .1 '1.' til'- •:;,). I. »s r-ii-Mi for tii'- •■.« i w' (4" llio 

s'.i/; •*-, II. ■■. -.'.J. riii*M*';it i '>iirri,nt lit »^, \\'ii*u 

'.'i<;i«« '.? r.i'i t t'ri.-.i'- •■•;»-. N»"-.v ni»ii n:.f\ i,«w 
r:i,'.' 1 . ill * :,< » !i t!**- /|ri-i»'l nt llirv.r%»-t j'^iliM- 
( ' i-.i ; ;';'i Aii' r. ♦Iiii., - .t" t'»l"jni/lv -^'-ll, id inuin- 
f, fi ♦i.'pi "j: nj, ti," »/vi i'.fiHi.:;, Im^. i/'-ri 'j'li'-rjilly 
ri./:,;.ii" ''ii»- i-ri t rii'- <i(ii tor tii»* lj';ij.ii:' -s ot" tli'J 
c';iii iiJiiJt',. 'I .';'./' t. ;l fi« HMr rit I.O'. »'l ■ % , f JlhiT 
ill t'j'- :'*i'^* rii* '\ '.: I'l t|.«' i^'/Vi riiiu'.', Iiri** oft«"ii di.v 
li,./''! !l,* fi« I' '■ ot \.ui,:t\i,ui-<. Wiit-ij i\ jffifs no 

\. :i:ifT til. .11 tri d* / |'|#: tli«- 'lr«:«<h iit »h<- jeiMiij, or 

t:;f- firii.'iiiiMiS til our f '|iii{MU'<-, till i.s S'lie ; its 
h.;.;i' • ♦'!« yr(*: ol *■</:«--> \Mil thm (iiilv ciHord a 8ul>i 
j'M «it [I'Jm 111". A MiiJirt-cotk'd liat, or embroi- 
#!' i"l sk*-.*', il Ijort |;'-ititOHt, or uell-tkiicied 
l.i^'io'.v, v.iii IK iilitT mkIhiih^'t Ok; dninjli, nor 
ci;. tij oil til': ft^it'-. 'I'liC ])iirsijit iiiili'cd of such 

k.'.'l f'l li';V«)t|rM liiHV liitlilT CKCSlsioil IllRllV ad' 

v.irit..i;.'/ to til'.: }/ul4if'; v.liilt' that vanity fihich il 
U'f .urO in tlK* )(artiri:l;ir, i:i uscf'jl in the generaJ, 
N ''Verity aiid iiishiou an- X\\k s>onr( c and support of 
triid*', hy f oimt;iijtly 5ii|ij;lying irintt«rr for the em- 
j;iovniMit ol iIl'^l.^lry. J*y in' r« aMnj.' thf wants, 
h.iv Aji.fK^i»i ihv goiiU*;c':''i.^ ^1 iuxnr.mUi and ^ 
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bey do not, by too great an extravagance, 
leir own end, m disabling the rich from 
he reward of that industry to the poor, 
ver excellent purposes to society, 
nly the improvements of every invention 
convenience and ease of life, but evfen of 
ich constitute its real ornament, ar^ owing 
lesire of novelty. Vet here tOo we may 
uton; and nature seems to have set us 
Arhich we cannot pass w ithout running into 
urditics. For the very r^rinciple which has 
;ed to the perfection of the finer arts, may 
;he cause of their degeneracy and corrup- 
le search of the Something new has step 
onducted marikind to the discovery of all 
ruly beautif'al in tiiose arts; and the same 
or the df;sire of novelty never stops) al- 
gins to urge us beyond tliat point to which 
ite should always confme itself. 

it is that musical composition ceases to be 
merely for touching the passions, and for 

the emotions of the lieart from the soft to 
g, from the amorous to the fierce, or from 

the melancholy, and only seems to be 
isidered as highly excellent, when it im- 
18 with tlio idea of difficulty in the exe- 

J unnatural and unconnected, and a style 

id embarrassed with its own pomp, but void 

ng and sentiment, will always be the con- 

of endeavouring, in the same way, to in- 

1 new taste, into poetry. Hence it will be- 
bement without strength, and ornamented 
beauty; and the native, warm, and soft 
language of that amiable mistress, will 
please her more judicious lovers by au if* 
of J l<;ysinj: ojilv in u new uv^tva^tk^ 
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Strauge as it may appear tliat this should fiiid 
admirers, yet it is not any more to be wondered at 
than the applause which is so fondly given to Chi- 
jxese decorations, or to the barbarous productions 
of a Gotliic genius, which seems once more to 
threaten the ruin of that simplicity which distin- 
guished the Greek and Roman arts as eternally 
superior td those of every other nation. 

Few men are endued with a just taster that is, 
with an aptitude to discover what is proper, fit, and 
right, and consequently beautiful, in the several 
objects which oflfer themselves to their view. Though 
beauty in these external objects, like truth in those 
of the understanding, is self-evident and imiputa- 
ble, yet, like truth, it may be seen perversely, or 
not at all, because not considered. Now all men 
are equally struck with the novelty of an appear- 
ance ; but few, after this first emotion, call in their 
judgment to correct the decision of their eye, and t 
to tell them whether the pleasure they feel has any i 
other cause than mere novelty. It is certain that te 
a frequent review and comparing of the same ob- Jt 
jects together would greatly improve an indifferent JL 
taste; and that hardly any one would be unable to J: 
determine, when ohce accustomed to such an at- r 
teniion, whether the proportions of architecture ^ 
taken from the theatre of Marrellus at Rome, or j 
from the emperor of China's palace at Pekin, pro- r 
duced the most agreeable forms. 

1 he present vogue of Chinese and Gothic archi- 
tecture has, besides its noveltv, another cause of its 
good reception; which is, that there is no difficulty 
ill being merely whimsical. A spirit capable of 
entering into all the beauties of antique simplicity, 
is ilie portion of minds used to reflection, and the 
ri bult of a corrected judgment: but here all men 
'uTii equal. A manner couiiucd to uo rules cannot 
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aving the crowd of imitators in^ its party, 
>velty is the sole criterion of elegance. It 
ectioi), that tlie very end of all building is 
:hat all reference to use and climate, all 
of one proportion to another, of the thing 
}g to the thing supported, of the accessory 
rincipaU and of the part3 to the whole, is 
irely -subverted. 

iintings, which, like the architecture, con- 
revolt against the truth of tilings, as little 
Mserve the name of elegant. False lights, 
iows, false perspective and proportions, gay 
without that gradation of tints, that mutual 
f enlightened and darkened objects which 
ind give force to each other, at the same 
t they give repose to the eye, in short, 
coherent combination of forms in nature, 
expression and without meaning, are the 
3 of Chinese painting. 

3 Chinese and Gothic spirit has begun to 
some of the finest streets in this capital, 
r an academy shall be founded for the pro- 
be arts of sculpture, painting and archittjc* 
le scheme should be thought of at the same 
iiscourage the encroachment of this pre- 
legance; and an Axt^-Chinese society 
I much more important institution in the 
arts, than an Anti-Galucan in that of 
A correspondent of mine, I dare say, 
glad to be a member of it, if we may be 
:o judge of his sentiments from the follow«> 



Fitz-Adam, 

larriedto a lady of great fortune, of which, 

little or none myself, she has reserved 

Uspositjon to her own management by the 
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marriage-artkles. She is passionately fond of n4 
velty, and change her dress and furniture as oilc 
almost as she does her temper. In short, ever 
thing about her is a proof of her mutability. Sb! 
has not more new he&d-dresses in a year, than neii 
words, which she b perpetually coining, because 
she would pass for a wit. The uninteliigibility d 
her dialect occasions sometimes great concision ii 
the family; and her acquaintance no sooner bf^ 
to understand her, than she changes her pfanaa^ 
logy, and they are piiizled again by a new mode & 
expression. She came home the other monmil 
from a visit, in raptures with lady FiddlefiukUi 
Chinese dressing-room ; since whidh we have bi^ 
most terrible revolutions. Her grandfather, win 
left her every thing, ^sa a man celebrated for U 
taste; but his fine- collection of pictures by thl 
best Italian masters, is now converted into inditf 
paintings; and the beautiful vases, busts, and'sts 
tues, which he brought from Italy, are flung intc 
the garret as lumber, to make room for great-bd 
lied Chinese pagods, red dragons, and the represee* 
tation of tbe ugliest monsters that ever, or ratba 
never exbted. This extravagance is not confined 
within doors. The garden b filled with whimsiod 
buildings, at a prodigious expence; with summer 
houses without shade, and with temples that ted 
to be dedicated to no other deities than the wiimIi 
If by reading your paper slie should be persuaded M 
leave off every Chinese fashion, but that of pinched 
feet and not stirring abroad. I should think myid 
a happy man, and very much, ^Ir. Fitz-Adam, 

Your obliged huniblc sercmi 
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Vtcinas urhc$ oKn fioR. 

>f lamenting that it is my lot to live in 
Q virtue, sense, conversation, all private 
affections, are totally swallowed op by 
predominant passion of gaming, I en- 
I divert my concern by turning my at- 
the manners of the times, where they 
3e more elegant, more natural, or more 
iseful than those of preceding ages. I 
iarly pleased with considering the pro- 
1 a just taste and real good sense have 
3 modern mode of gardening. This sci- 
iresent founded on such noble and libe- 
es, that the very traveller now receives 
stages from the embellishments he rides 
e visitor did formerly, when art and pri- 
,he only ideas annexed to a garden, 
km art of laying out ground (for so we 
:, till a new name be adopted^a express 
ited an idea) has spread so widely, and 
3 is become so extensive, as to t^e in 
/antages of gardening and agriculture, 
back to antiquity,^ we shall find the gar- 
vinous iiv. Hom^*, and the paintings of 
ry in Virgil, hardly to ccnrrespond with 
of the poets,, or the beatitude they have 
them. The villa's of Cicero and Pliny, 
have so affectionately described, do not 
dmiration. A favourable aspect, variety 
5 and shades of plane trees, seem to he 
test merit. Their successors in tnat 
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happy climate have made their gardens 
ries for statues, has relieves, urnn, and wh 
by them entitled lirtu; the dispofiition of v 
namcnts, together with some straight walks 
green oaks, and tricks in water, compL 
system. 

In France the genius of Tjc Naufre wr 
bably have shewn itsrlf in more beautiful 
tions than the Tuilkrics and A'ersaiiles, h) 
been shackled by lines and regularity, and 
elegance and taste been over-laid by niagni 

This forced taste, aggravated by some I 
quisitions, for more than half a century < 
the faee of nature m this country, thoug] 
of our best writers had conceived nobler h 
prepared the way for those improvcnien 
have since followed. Sir William Temp] 
Oardens of Kpicurus, expatiates with great 
on that at More-Park in Hertfordshire; 
he hiis extolled it as the pattern of a perfe* 
for use, beauty, and magnificence, he ris 
bier images, and in a kind of prophetic spi 
out a higher 8tyh% free and unconfined. 
diction is verified upon the spot; and it 
have been the peculiar destiny of that < 
place, to have passed through all the transfc 
and modes of taste, having exercised tl 
of the most eminent artists successively, j 
ing as a modr-1 of perfection in each kii 
boundless imagination of Milton, in tt 
book of Paradise I^ost, struck out a plan < 
den, wliich I would propose for the enter 
and instruction of my reaclers, as conta 
the views, objects, and ambition (>f nio 
signing. 
.♦3i It is the peculiar happiness of this ace to 
just and noble ideas brou^Iit into practi 
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rity banished, prospects opened, the country 
lied in> nature rescued and improved, and art 
cently concealing herself under her own per- 
:tions. 

I enlarge upon this subject, because I would do 
itice to our nobility and men ot fortune, who by 
leasonable employment of the poor, have made 
8 their private amusement a national good. It 
notorious th^t in the season of the harvest, the 
ircity of hands to gather in the fruits of the earth 
K) great, that few of our farmers can find men to 
their work for three months, unless they can 
Bp them in employment the otlier nine. Here 
5 new mode of gardening comes in gretitly to the 
listance of the labourer; and as it consists 
iefly in the removal of earth, the whole cost goes 
^tly to his support. 

it has been the constant cry of all politicians and 

iters on trade, that taxes should be laid on lux- 

'. How happy is it that luxury should take so 

^ a share in the payment of tiiat tax, which lies 

It heavy on the present times I I mean the 

/s rate. Our manufactures, it must be granted, 

of the greatest national benetit; ina&niuch as 

maintam multitudes of families, which all the 

te fortunes in a country would be insuflicient 

pport. But the fact is, that iu ilie harvest 

1 there is always the greatest scarcity of hus- 

aen in those countries where manufactures aie 

mown to flourish; and it is also a fact, liiat 

lanufactures atlbrd no support to the hus- 

cin in the other seasons : no chat 1 know of 

I th&jL can procure to hnn the necessaries of 

the winter, but the judicioub aiiotinent of 

icomfortable season to the works above- 

;ed, which are n^w carrying on with vi^ovjo: 

M every part of Jiuglaud, 
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I iiiii*'t iil'd do (Mil iiini of tii^lr tlir jiinlirc to 
III kiiiiuii il; I-, lii.il iIhv liaxr Im en till* rliirl' pro- 
iii'iti-is I \( II fit <Mii tiMiiiittti tiit« •'. < )iii' f>r (lie* first 
I iiiirt III- Ik fi III tin- I'liirliirt in ll.«* pifiirtil tiio(l(!y 
v:i> ihi' ■iitiM- ii'ilili iiiiiii wild fhlnlill: lirrl till! lootllt 
till tlx* iiM|>(is lit \\ litem. Ill tlir iirirtli, wIioIq 
(oiiiiiiH*' li.i\<' Ihtii I i\ili/«-rl, iiirJiiMiy ('iic'(»i imperii 
ilikI \:iiii t\ ( I iti'.iii>irii( itiirH ii|(-.tilnlr(l \ty the; iiing- 
tillif ml ill. II It \ (if the iifililr pi ihoii, \i1iu tutuilig (Imi 
li ii' t of III'. i> iti'ctioiiH iiniNl Im' iijldwfd in IxMliO 
I'iKt I l.il.t< r III r,iMO| r. Aiirj if «'VVt' illili Cdiititry 

rliniiM l-iiipt tlir I st.ihliKliiniiit of tJic iirt (if wruv- 
iiM' t:i]ii ^tr^, ^Ic will lie liclioldcii to till* Niu I ic Royal 
liiiiid to wliH li '.III' owiH (if I iniiy luiiiir il iifUT the 
f-xiiltrd lilcKKiiii'H of l.riii.HTv iiiul I'kack) the 
itrloiiiin;', WiimI or piirk. 

WliJitiM'i iiiiiv liiiNc Ih'cii i('|iortrMl, wlirthrr tl^ly 
or t;il"('ly, of tlic (!liiii('S(< ^iiidcim, il in dTtiiiii that 
wi' nic till' lirrt of the Kiiiopi'iiiiH ^^jio Imvr toiititlcd 
tlii^ ttivlc; iuwl we liMvi- hcni m» forluimtc in tin; gr^ 
liiiiri of tlioM- ulio liiiM* liari tli(* directum of HOtiM 
of our liiK'st hpotH (d' groiitid, tluil wr iniiy nriw 
l)onvt il NiH ( CHH (•(pml to tlint profiiHiiMi of C'x)M'iice 
wh'u li hiiH 1)1 (Il d(! tilled to pronnde the lupicj pru« 
l^rvyM of tlii;4 hiippy entlinfiumtii. Our |(uri|eiifi afB 
aliendy tli(* uKtoiii^liiiK ut of f(»rei^nrr(i, utid, in 
proportion hm tliey iKniHtoin tli( iiimdveH t(i conit^ 
(ler niid uhdertntid tliein, will iNTonie tlirrir aclmi' 
ntion. And mk iIm^ ^ood tn^te of our wriU^rn bNl 
liitely invitid \Uo literiiti from ull |ittrtfi of Kit rope 
to vi^it ns, tlii<i other tiiRte will gtetttly rotitrihute 
to iii:iJ-(^ the ^^(»win^ ftmhion of t riivrlfing to li^ig* 
Ifiiid nioK- f^eiieriil; mid liy tlii" tiiraiiH wi; may hope 
to Hrv. pari (d' thof<e HiiniK hronght buck HgaiOy 
vhi(htliiM coiinti'y linn heiti fnini year to yf^fir M 
UMpKditiihly drnitied (d'. 

lUit to ne.t this Hcit ncc in tho Btroiigcit light of i 
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political benefit, let us consider what pains have 
been unsuccessfully taken for many years past by 
the best patriots of Spain, to introduce, not only 
manufactures, but even agriculture itself, among 
the stairving inhabitants. These conceited Quix- 
otes, who please themselves with boasting that the 
sun is continually enlightening some part of their 
dominions, are so satisfied with this important re- 
flection, that they seem to desire no other advan- 
tage from his beams. Ustariz, their latest and best 
writer on commerce, has bestowed whole page.s in 
<le8chbing the wretched condition of families, the 
mortality of weakly children, tlie present race usc- 
lessy tte growing hope cut otf, and all this because 
the inhi£itants cannot be persuaded to use the 
most obvious means for their sustenance and preser- 
vation, the tilUng of the earth. Yet there is a way 
to induce even the proudest Spaniard to apply him- 
lelf earnestly to the cultivation of his country : I 
mean by the force of example. If Ih'? grantlees 
would make it a fashion ; if they would talk, ab one 
may frequently hear the first men of this nation, of 
the various methods of improving land, and pique 
themselves upon their success in husbandry, the 
imitative pride of the yeoman might bo usefully 
turned into another channel. He would be ambi- 
tious of having his fields as green as those of his 
neighbour; he would then take his stately strides 
9t the tail of his plough, and (as Addison says of 
Virgil) * throw about his dung with an air of ma- 
jesty.* He would then find a nobler use for the 
breed of cattle than the romantic purpose of a 
bull-feast; and his vanity, thus properly directed, 
would in a few years make his country the finest 
garden in the universe. 

If the noble duke who cloathed the sands of 
Clareniont with such exquisite verdure, Vi^Oi mv)A% 

U 2 
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the same glorious experiment iii Spain, he would 
have brought no less riches, and much more happi- 
ness to that nation, than tiie conquest3 of Philip, or 
tlie discoveries of Columbus. 
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Sancttut his aniffia/, mentis fue capaims ahst 
t)eerat adhuc, fip* quoddomnari in cceUra potsit» 

Ovid* 

IT has been hinted to me since the pnblication cf 
my last week's paper upon gardening, that while 1 
am acknowledging the merit of the Great in .mak- 
ing that science useful to their poor neighbours and 
the public, I forget to make mention of those libe- 
ral geniuses, under whose immediate direction all 
these improvements are carried on, while their be- 
nevolent patrons are employed in other services to 
their Country in its capital. And as I am never 
backward in doing justice to men of merit, I have 
devoted this paper to the celebration of the ex- 
tensive and various talents, which the almost om- 
niscient professors of gardening may so justly 
boast. 

The good old English nobleman or country 
s^,uire, whose delight was a garden, used to take 
from the tail of the plough a set of animals whom 
he considered as beings of the same order with 
those who drew it ; and setting them to work by 
the garden line, was far from thinking what they 
were to do could be of importance enough to re- 
quire his attention; therefore leaving them to lean 
over their spades, and settle their several plans for 
poaching, wood-stealing, skittlc-pla}*ing and psalm« 
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singing, he went and enjoyed himself with his dogs 
and horses. But since we have laid aside that 
plain and easy direction, ' Follow the straight 
line/ and have in its stead substituted that exceed- 
ing difficult one, * Follow nature,' the above-men- 
tioned animals have never been trusted a moment 
to themselves, but have had a creature of a supe- 
rior kind set over them, whose office is best ex- 
plained by the scolloping-wheel in the machines for 
turning, which is continually putting the others out 
of their course, and preventhig them from making 
circles, or any other regular figures. 

This office is of late grown so respectable, that 
the true adept in it may justly be stiled the high- 
priest of nature. But it is not nature alone that 
he studies; all arts are investigated by his compre- 
hensive genius. He must be well acquainted with 
optics, hydrostatics, mechanics, geometry, trigono- 
metry, &c. ; and since it has been thought necessary 
to embellish rural scenes with all the varieties of 
architecture, frongi single pillars and obelisks, to 
bridges, ruins, pavillions, and even castles and 
churches, it is not enough for our professor to be 
as knowing as Solomon in all the species of vege- 
tables, from the cedar of Lebanon to the hyssop on 
the wall; he must also rival that monarch m build- 
ing, as well as his other talents. A knowledge of 
optics enables liim to turn every deccpiio visus to ad- 
vantage. Hydrostatics are most immediately ne- 
cessary, since it is decreed that every place must 
have a piece of water ; and as every piece of water 
must have a boat of a particular contrivance, me- 
chanics come in to his assistance; and he is carried 
over the glassy surface by snakes, birds, dolphins^ 
dragons, or whatever else he pleases. The appli- 
cation of trigonometry is obvious; and if your 
giu-dens continue to increase in extent^ ia \X\s, %zx^^ 

II 3 
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|«io(Hirti<'ii llmt iliiy Imift (Imif lulely, p*omfXr 
v,t\\ ill' Mioii f iillffl iit, lo iiuiifeiirc li fleferirv of tli 
f tilth ii|Miii till* ytt lit Inuii, lint mif.'li fxti;|ifeioii fj 

1iiii|ii itv « Hiiiiiit Iff III f|iiiif d wiiliout utnrii lor \h 
uw,uii«liikiio\\liil^i-ol ullllir \nTi*\y ol iciiiiren, fui 
lilt 111 ">, I )i-«-liiii iil>, uml \%nti ol' atl uami damnim 
Statimiy iniil )miiitiii^ un* Mnii-r iirtn; Lul our i^iic 
I'ul lover lili:* |.onM'iM'fl tli«-l!l IjiiLIi, 111 ijfiti? ol lliei 

loiiMiiiisiutiity. Anil tth Iffi |Mirir\, thoupili In; know 
lifi to \jiti ilii! pM'iitf-Bt Jill 111 till' uiiiii ifei-, lie liM 
iiiuiif iiM utli-iii)»l ii|iiiii lirr iiimIi'i' t'Vi'fy ti'*rf till 
liitM ii IhoihI hii III uimI 11 Miiii«iili liuik. A know 
li'dp- ol l^iliii in iii'i liltil lo JMilkr ol llir* I'flfft (i 
Hit illhi ii|.tioli ; itlill (ili'f'k, riiu'liiciali, '1 UbCUllftUM 
i'cibii', nil' oiiiuiiiriitt) to a riiiii. 

llii|i|iv in t 111' titiill ol rorttilir, v.lio lilU HUCll i 
ciirci Loi lo llilllHlUi* iiiul ^iliilr llta tithlf, iiH tilt* fie 
moil ol Snri'iiti'H lb hiiifl to liuvc roiitiiiuKlly iu.'coin 
|jitiii«(l lliut |j|iilobo)iliri- to rtfiiilale liik luorulii 
Aliitoii vi'ty liiiiiioiiMiu?ily fji-Mtilif b a mail, win 
uuliifiit liaviti^ till' iiiMuiil I'uil, \'.\v\ (U'tiiouh II i Ins 
iit^ iliniiiilil ah M-li^ioii> iih ilti- n rt ol liib n«-igh 
lioiiin ol ilioM* iiiiif:i. * 'I'liib nam/ mi>ii h»«, * lind 
lioiiM ll ffiii home I'urlor, lo whoMt rtiM: aiict irrffdi 
Ik* may rdtnniiL llic wholi? niuniiftiiiK ol' liin religi 
011:1 allaiih; bonin divua* ol' note und fNluntttioo 
ttiid tuttkeb tliii pi'i'Hon of tlmi inun Inn ndiifuin 
He entertiiinb liini, lod^ei him: hU rcliKion cume 
lionii' at ni|j;ht, )jmyif, in llljemllv feupinvl, und nunip 
fiioiibly laid ubh'ep: ribcii, in naluied, and after be 
iiig wi 11 liteakliibtc d, hib reli|^ion walks abrotid, pm 
leavfb hib kind entertainer in thtt iluip, tmdiiiK d 
day •ui/hout hin trtiffiun,' Jubt in tliU manner doe 
the nic'ie man ol Iniihion in lliebc tinii:if think it ne 
ertsbitiy to have a TAHTE; but lliouf^i lit* dof?i nu 

loiunionly curry 1im iaitk about iiiio, lui is ed 
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^m so imprudent as to take any 8tq)8 in his gar- 
sn vntkout his taste. 

In an age so liberal of new names, it seems ex- 
^ordinary that these universal connoisseurs have 
i yet obtained no title of honour, or distinction* 
bis may help nie to crown their panegyrick 
ith a word on their modesty ; for to that alone 
rust we attribute their having so long been with- 
flt one; especially as they might as easily have 
nmortalized their own names, as any of the an- 
ent sagei, who called their profession after them- 
tlves, the Pjrthagorean, Platonic, or Epicurean 
lilosophy. Nor have they shewn less modesty 
1 their expectation of returns for their inestimable 
trvice, as ^vill appear upon a comparison of their 
iwards with those of the ancient artists. 

Mandrocles, who built the famous bridge over 
le Bosphorus, at the command of Darius, was re- 
arded by that monarch with a crovm, and ten 
mes the cost of that expensive undertaking. 
'tiereas a tenth of the expence is reckoned a mo- 
em jiD^; and no artist in our memory has aspired 
) any higher honour than that of knighthood. 
be »ext great work we read of, was the canal of 
KHint Athos; for which it was impossible that thei 
if €K:tor should receive any other than an honorary 
swiird, b^ause he died as soon as it was finished, 
[is name was Aitachaeus ; he was in stature the 
Ukst of all the Persians, and his voice stronger 
lan that of any other man ; two very useful ac- 
omplishments in an overseer and director of mul- 
tudes. Xerxes, truly seiisible of his merit, bu- 
ed him with great pomp and magnificence, em- 
loyed his whole army in erecting a siimptuou? 
lonument to his memory, ' and by direction of an 
racle, honoured Imn as a liero with sacrifices and 
ivocationi. 
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How different from this was the treatmen 
our countryman, captain Perry ! A genius wl 
remembrance must make this nation both pr 
and ashamed. His performances are sufHcien 
give credit to the works above-mentioned, wl 
before appeared fabulous. But what was his 
ward for projecting the junction of the Don 
the Volga? For creating an aitificial tide, 
floating or laying dry the largest vessels in a 
hours? But rather let me ask, what was his 
ward for that national work at home, the stop] 
Daggenham breach ? I am sorry to answer, 
he was persecuted and suffered to starve, for 
debts he had contracted in accomplisliing an 
dertaking so essential to the commerce of 
kingdom, and the existence of its metropolis. 

I hope our men of fortune will make more g< 
rous returns to those who administer so essenti 
to their pleasures: and I would have them dij 
guish between those dull mechanical rogues, wl 
thoughts never wander beyond the sphere of ^ 
and the generous spirit who is warmed by his ; 
fession, and who thinks himself paid by the ex 
site scenery which his raptured imagination 
produced. And when the baleful cypress c 
alone of all his various plantations accompany 
to the grave, let his munificent patron, in the i 
conspicuous part of his gardens, erect a tempi 
his memory, and inscribe it with propriety 
truth, Gen 10 Loci. 



vm 



No. 120. THURSDAY, APRIL 17, 1755 



Most people complain of fortune; fewof nat 
and the kinder they may think the latter has 1 



, the more they murmur at what they call 
stice of the former. 

have not I the riches, the rank, the power of 
d 8uch? is the common expostulation with 
: but Why have not I the merit, the talents, 
or the beauty of such and such others ? is a 
h rarely or never made to nature, 
truth is, that nature, seldom profuse, and 
nijjgardly, has distributed her gifts more 
than she is generally supposed to have 
Education and situation make the great 
ce. Culture improves, and occasions elicit 
talents. 1 make no doubt but that there 
L'ntially (if I may use that pedantic word) 
iacouH, Locks, N(jwtons, Ciesars, Cromwells, 
rDjoroiiizhs, at the plough-tail, behind coun • 
id, p*Thiij)8, even among the nobility^, but 
muHt bo cultivated, and the seasons favour- 
r the fruit to have all its spirit 'and flu- 

mctimeft our common parent has been a 
irtial, and not k(>pt the scales quite even; if 
Bponderates too much, we throw into the 
a due counterpoise of vanity, which never 
set all right. Hence it happens, that hardly 
i man would, without reserve, and in every 
tar, change with any other. 
rgh all are thus satisfied with the dispensa- 
' nature, how few listen to her voice! HoW 
'ow her as a guide! In vain she points out 
he plain and direct way to truth; vanity, 
affectation, and fashion assume her shape, 
lud us through fairy-ground to folly and 

c deviations from nature are often att€»nded 
Qius consequences, and always by ridiculous 
for there is nothing truer than tte inX^ c^a*' 
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wn-ation, ' that people an* never ridiniluiis fur be- 
lli': vihut tlicy rrally are, Imt for ullWtin*; what they 
I tNilly arv. not.' Atlectatiiih in the only bourc:e, and, at 
the same tinits the only jiihlifiahh: object of rid ieiile. 
No niiiii >vhatsoev(T, h(.' his pretenttioiis what they 
will, Iklk a natural ri^ht tt> be ridiruloiis; it ib aii 
accpiired ri^lit, and not to \h* :u'(piired without vonie 
indublry : wh'uh perliaph is tht* reason wiiy so many 
pi*oph' are tio jeuloiis and tenairious ol* it. 

Kv« n !>(Mne propU-'H viCKS are n<it their own, hut 
ufTtuted and adopted (though at the same time un- 
enjoyed) in hopes of shining in those fashionable 
Koeieties, wImti; the reputation of e(*rtain vices gives 
luhtn*. In tlicNe cases, the execution is commonly 
iiK aukwani, as tlie debign is absurd; and tlie ridi- 
cul«- e(pials the guilt. 

'J'his calls to my mind a thing tliat really happened 
not many years ago. A young fellow of some rank 
and fortune, just ha loose from the university, rc- 
sohedf m order to make a figure in the world, to 
assume the shining character of, what he called, a 
rake. Hy way of learning the rudiments of his in- 
tendrd prof(>.ssion, he fretpuMitcd the theatres, where 
he was ol'tm drunk, and always noisy. Deingone 
night at the npresentation of that most absurd 
play, the LUn'ttinv (lextroyciiy he was so channed 
with the i)ro(li;:a('y of tlie hero of the piecCi 
that, to tlif edification of the audience, he swore 
many oaths that he would l>e the Libertine ck- 
xtroijaL A discreet friend of his, who sat by hinii 
kin<liy represented to him, that to be the Ubcrtint 
wjis a laudalile design^ which \\v greatly approved 
of; hut that to he tlie l/ihertine (ivstioyvd^ seemed 
to him an unnecessary part of his plan, and rather 
rash. lie persisUui, however, in his rirst resolution, 
juid insisted upon being the Liberiintr, MWiXdvstroytd, 
Trobubly he was so \ at least tlie presumption U iu 
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•ur. There are, I am persuaded, so many 
this nature, that for my own part I would 
o greater step towards the reformation of 
} for the next twenty years, than that people 
lave no vices but their ovm. 
blockhead who affects wisdom because na- 
i given him dulness, becomes ridiculous only 
dopted character ; whereas he might have 
;d unobserved in his native mud, or perhaps 
grossed deeds, collected shells, and studied 
ry or logic, with some success, 
hiniiig coxcomb aims at all, and decides ^'' 
ob every thing, because nature has given him 
I. The degree of parts and animal spirits, 
y to constitute that character, if properly 

might have made him useful in many parts 
but his affectation and presun^tion make 
less in most, and ridiculous in all. 
eptuagenary fine gentleman might probably, 
is long experience and knowledge of the 
be esteemed and respected in the several 
s of domestic life, which at his age nature 
tut to him : but he will most ridiculously 
; the rotten thread of his former gallantries, 
ses, languishes, ogles, as he did at five-and- 

and modestly intimates that he is not with* 
fine fortune ; which honne fortune at last ap- 
» be the prostitute he had long kept (not to 
I, whom he marries and owns, because the 
*/ was 80 fond ofhim^ and so desirous to be made 
t woman, 

sexagenary widow remembers that she was 
ne, but forgets that it was thirty years ago,, 
iks herself so, or at least, very likeable stilL 
donable affectations of her youth and beauty, 
mably continue, increase even with her 
nd are doubly exerted, in hopes of conceal- 
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ing the number. All the gaudy glittering parts of" 
dress, which rather degraded than adorned h^i- 
beauty in its bloom, now expose to the highest ai\r/ 
justest ridicule her shrivelled or her overgrown car- 
case. She totters or sweats under the load of her 
jewels, embroideries and brocades, which, like so 
many Eg}T)tian hieroglyphics, serve only to authen- 
ticate the venerable antiquity of her august mum- 
niy. Her eyes dimly twinkle tenderness, or leer 
desire : their language, however inelegant, is intel- 
ligible ; and the half-pay c£4>tain understands it. 
lie addresses his vows to her vanity, which assures 
her they are sincere, bhe pities him, and prefers 
him to credit, decency, and every social duty. He 
• teiiderly prefers her (though not without some hesi- 
tation) to a jail. 

belf-love, kept within due bounds, is a natural 
an(J useful sentiment. It is, in truth, social lovetoo^ 
as 31r. Pope has ver)' justly observed: it is the spring 
of many good actions, and of no ridiculous ones. 
Bat self-tiattery is only tlic ape or ctiricatura of seU- 
love, and resembles it no more than is absolutely 
necessary to heighten the ridicule. Like other 
ilaUery, it is the most profusely bestowed and gree- 
<lily swallowed, where it is tlie least deser\'ed. I 
will conclude this subject with the substance of a fa- 
ble (.f the ingenious Monsieur Dc La Motte> which 
seems not unapplicable to it. 

Jupiter made a lottery in heaven, in which mor- 
tals, as well as gods, were allowed to have ticket8» 
The prize was wisdom ; and Minerva got it. The 
mortals murmured, and accused the gods of foul 
play. Jupiter, to wipe off this aspersion, declared 
iuiother lottery, for mortals singly and exclusively 
of the gods. The prize was Fully. They got it, 
and shared it anioiij^ th«'lll^el\es, Ail were sati^- 
iied.^ The loss of Wisdom was uciiher regretted 



•or remembered; Folly supplied its place, and 
IkoM wko had the largest shore of it, thought thein* 
•Wes the wisest. 
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Pofl muliam notUm 'CumfumHta vtra» Hon* 

Mr. Fitz-Adam, 

Amoko the many visions related by your predo- 
CiMors aiid contemporaries, the writers of periodi- 
cal Msaya, I remember f(*.w but what have been iu 
the oriental style and character. For my own part» 
lam neither Dervine nor Brachman, but a poet and 
trse christian, though given now apd thnn to be a 
little keaihfnish in n^y expressions : and as 1 appre- 
Wad that no one set of people will claim the sole 
froperty and privili>ge of dreaming to themselves, 
tioce I am apt to nod as well as my bettors, I bei; 
Aat the following dream may tind a place in your 
paper. 

I imagined myself to be walking on a road : it 
was wide and well beaten. An elderly gentleman, 
vith whom I joined company, informed me it was 
Um ro«d to Parnassus, and very obligingly offered 
me his services. The first groupe of figures which 
Itkacted my attention were pale and thin witii 
lUidy. They were shaking ivory letters in a hat, 
•ad then throwing them on the ground. I supposed 
tkaX they were performing some mystery of the Ca- 
bala ; but on my nearer approach, learnt that they 
ivere the editors and commentators of the ancient 
poets ; and that this was only a scheme of assisting 
cpfijecture. 

Being now startled with a great noiie, I turned 
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suddenly about, and perceived just behind me a set 
o( Lyric poets, with one or two Dithyratnbics. 
Their conversation was so little connected, and 
their motions so irregular, that I concluded them to 
be drunk ; and apprehensive of mischief in so fiiri* 
ous a company, quickened my pace. 

The road now winded through the most beautiful 
fields, whose very bushes were all in bluom, and in- 
termingled with shrubs, that afforded the most 
agreeable scents. The wild notes of the birds, join- 
ing with the tinkling of numerous rills that gushed 
from natural or artificial rocks, or with a deeper 
echo of some larger flood that fell at a distance, 
made a concert that charmed me. A party were 
here entertaining themselves with the gaiety of the 
situation : they had stepped out of the road to ga- 
ther tlowers ; and were so delighted ^ith wandering 
about the meadows, that tliey seemed entirely to 
have forgot their journey. They appeared to have 
been educated in Italv ; their hair was curled and 
powdered, their Imen laced, and their habits so co- 
vered with fringe and embroidery, tliat it was almost 
impossible to discover any cloth. I was so much 
in raptures with their company, and with the beau- 
ties of this romantic scene, that 1 would have 
stopped there myself, and proceeded no farther ; 
but my guide hinted to mc that the place was in- 
chanted, and pressed me to go forwards. 

I could not help laughing to see next a great crowd 
of Bombastics : a set ot fat, pursy fellows, so asthma- 
tic, that they could hardly move, and yet were eter- 
nally straining and attempting to run races ; as were 
several dwarfs in enormous jack-boots, to overtake 
two horsemen (who rode very swift at a distance, 
and were said to be Milton and Shakspeare; but 
tumbled at ever}' four or five stejjs^ to the great di- 
version of the spectators. 
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A troop of modern Latin poets had halted : and 
baving loat their way, were inquiring it of a man 
who carried a phraae-book, and a Gradus ad Par* 
naatum in his hand ; and seemed always to be in a 
terrible uncertainty, wlien tlie authority of their 
guide either failed or deceived them. 

lliey were followed by some very genteel shep- 
herds, who wore red stockings and large shoulder- 
knots, fluttering to the breath of the zephyrs. Crooks, 
glittering with tinsel, were in their hands, and embroi- 
dered pouches dangling at their sides. They talked 
much about their flocks and Amaryllis ; but I saw 
neither the one nor the other; and was surprised, 
as some of them pretended to music, to hear an air 
of the Italian opera played upon the bag-pipe. The 
gentleness of their aspects served to ren<ier more 
wrmidable, by the contrast, the countenances of 
a company that now overtook me. It was a legion 
of critics. . They were very liberal of their censures 
upon every one that passed, especially if he made a 
tolerable figure. Diction, Uarmont andTASiR 
were the general terms, which they threw out with 
great vehemence. Tiiey frowned on me as I passed : 
my looks discovering my fear, the alarm was given ; 
aiid at the very first sound of their catcalls, terrified 
to the last degree, I pulled my guide by the coat, 
ind took to my heels. 

We at last arrived at the foot of the mountain. 
There was an inconceivable crowd, who, not lieing 
admitted at the entrance, were endeavouring to 
crawl up the sides : but as the precipice was very 
iteep, they continually tumbled back again. There 
was but one way of access, which was so extremely 
narrow, that it was almost impossible for two per- 
suns to go abreast, without one justling against iho 
other. The gates were opened and shut by threej 
amiable virgins, Genius, Good S£NS£, and Gooii 

12 
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Education. They examined all that passed. Son 
few, however, pushed forward by a vast crowd 
iriends, forced their way in ; but had generally t! 
mortification of being brought back again, «i 
turned out by the centinels. 

By the interest of my guide we were pennitted 
visit what part of Parnassus we pleased ; and ha 
ing mounted the hill, we entered a large garde 
and were soon lost in the paths of a very inthca 
iirove. It was in some places so exceedingly dar 
that we had great difficulty to find our way oi 
This Labyrinth op allegory, as it wascalle 
was held by the ancients in a kind of supersdtio 
reverence. The gloom of it was often so gre* 
that we were ready to tumble at every step; b 
wherever the shade was softened by a twili^t M 
fjcient for us just to discover our way, there w 
something very delightful, as well as veuerable, 
the scene. 

In other parts of the garden we saw beds of d 
most beautiful flowers, and a great number of Ba 
trees; but not a single Fruit-tree, Among t 
shrubs, in many rivulets of different breadth, ai 
depth, ran the Heliconian stream. The lesser ril 
on account of the vast multitude of people contin 
ally dabbling in them, were very muddy; but tl 
fountain-head, though extremely deep, was as clc 
as crystal. The water had sometimes tliis peculi 
quality, that whoever looked into it, saw his a\ 
face reflei^ted wiih great beauty, though never : 
deformed; insomuch that several were knowa 
pine away there, in a violent aflection for their o^ 
persons. At the end of the garden were sevei 
courts of judicature, where causes were then hei 
ing. The lesser court, which was that of criticisi 
was prodigiously crowded: for (as we observed i 
icrwai'ds) all those who had lost their causes 
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poets defendant in the principal court, turned in 
hither, and became plaintiffs in their turn, on pre- 
tence of little trespasses. In the principal court 
many actions were brought on the statute of maim- 
ing, chiefly by the ancients, and some celebrated 
moderns, against their editors and amenders, and 
for torts and wrongs against their interpreters and 
commentators. Not a few indictments were brought 
for petty larceny, and tliose chiefly by the Roman 
poets against the modern Latin ones. 

Not far from these was the stable, or ccarie of his 
poetic majesty, I was greatly surprized to see more 
than one Pegasus. The grooms were just then go- 
ing to water them, which gave me an opportunity 
of taking more particular notice. 

The firfl was the Epic Pegasus. It was a very 
fine large horse, had been taught the fnanege, and 
moved with great stateliness. The Pindaric was 
i the only one who had wings: his motions were irre- 
L gular, sudden, and unequal. I'he Elegiac was a 
^ gelding, c»xceedingly delicate in its shape, and much 
gentler than any of the ref?t, particularly than 
r anotiier steed, which foamed, and pulled with such 
f violence, that it was with great difficulty the rider 
held him in. As I attempted to stroak him, he 
clapped his ears back, and struck out his heels 
with great vehemence, and made me cautious of 
putting myself in the way of the Satiric Pegasus for 
the future. The Epigrammatic was a little pert 
poney, which every six or seven paces kicked up, 
and very much resembled the former, size only 
excepted, besides these, there were several otiiers, 
which did not properly belong to Apollo's stud, 
and which were employed in many useful, but la- 
borious oflices, as subservient to the rest. 

It was impossible to pass by the stables without 
making some inquiry after tho origLUvx\V^^jMbvy»>'«>.^ 

I 3 
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much celebrated, and the sire from wliom all tt 
last-mentioned d^e^Y their pedigree. A sour-looi 
ing fellow of a critic, whose province it was to cun 
him, informed me with great expressions of sorroi; 
* That tl>e old horse was really quite worn out 
having been rode through all sorts of roads, ou a 
?jorts of erraiids : for that there was scarce a pedai 
living or dead, or even a boy who had been ii\ 
years at school, but had been upon him, eitlier wit 
leave or without: that he had long ago losthisshoc 
broke his knees, and slipped his shoulder; and tin 
therefore Apollo, in pity to the poor beast, and t 
prevent such barbarity for the future, had ordere 
an edict to be fixed on the door of the stable, tlw 
no person or persons within his realms should fc 
the future ride or drive him, without first pre 
ducing his proper licence and qualification/ 

At length we arrived at the highest part of tfi 
mountain, where the Temple was situated. It w« 
u large building of marble, of one colour, and bui 
all in the ssune order. The statues and bas-relie: 
which adorned it, represented some well-known pai 
of poetic History. The whole a{>peared at one 
solid and elegant, without that profusion of decors 
tions, which fixes the eye to parts. The inside < 
the hall was painted with several subjects taken oi 
of the Iliad, the -^neid, and Paradise Lost, llios 
of the Iliad had the passions and manners strongl 
characterized, with great simplicity of colouring, h 
the hand of Raphael. The beautiful tints and sofi 
ness of the Venetian school corresponded with th 
genius of Virgil. The Paradise Lost, as partaking < 
the fine colouring of the one, and of the force of th 
other, with something more expressive in tlie lar 
guage and images, greatly resembled the style c 
Rubens ; while some of its more horrid scenes t 
embattled or tortured demons recalled to my min 



the wild imagination and fierce spirit of a Michael 
Angelo. 

At the upper end of the hall Apollo was seated oa 
a most magnificent throne of folio's richly gilt, and 
was surrounded by a great number of poets both 
ancient and modern. Before him flamed an altar, 
vbich a priestess of a very sleepy countenance con- 
tinually supplied with the fuel of such productions, 
ss are the daily sacrifice which dulness is con- 
fttantly oflferihg to the president of literature. 

Being now at leiaure to consider the place more 
attentively, I saw inscribed on several pillars, names 
of great repute in both the past and present age. 
Some indeed of the latter, though but lately en- 
graven, were nearly worn otit; while others of an 
elder date, increased in clearness the longer they 
stood; and by beitig more attentively viewed, aug- 
mented their force, as the former became fainter. 
A particular part of -the temple was assigned for the 
inscriptions of those persons, who adding to their 
e^talted rank in life a merit which might have dis- 
tidgmshed them without the advantages of birth, 
ekSoia double right to have their names preserved 
to futurity, among the monuments of so august an 
edilSce. 

At the view of so many objects, capable of in-^ 
spiring the most insensible with emulation, I found 
iiiyBelf touched with ah ambition which little be- 
tatoe me,>ahd tould not help inquiring what me- 
tiH>d I should pursue to attain such an honour. But 
vhile I* was deeply meditating upon the project, 
and Vain though to hope sharing to myself some 
ttttle obscure cortier in the temple, a sudden noise 
awakied me, and I found every thing to have been 
■l^rely the effe6l of a^y ims^natiOn. 
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To Mr. FiTK-AoAV. 

BlaCK-BOT AILSIE^ . 

Sm, Jpril^B, . ^ 

Jam one of that numerous tribe of memjnbp ^ 
you lately observed) live tie Lord,hiomlmi. I bint 
not the honour to be known to you ev^qjn. penoi^ 
for I sddom go abroad: but you semi byyqiuj^ 
writingiBy to be of a compassionate turn; and. then^.*' 
fore I tflJce the liberty to put mys^ upder yqur pnH, ' 
tection. , ^ . i j 

I am the son of an honest tradeBflvW i4!'<flM|i||iS. ^ 
side, and was bom in a house that has. #E»qcift4N4l>tf. 
the family, from fadief to son, through severid g9r'^^ 
nerations. I had my education at a grammaiv '* ,, 
school in London, not far from the street where \ 
my father lived, and where he used frequently tl> 
csdl as he passed by* to remind my master, that )i^ ^ 
hoped I should soon go into Greek. I verily f)e-f ^ 
lieve the good man persuaded himself, that wben^ '.f* 
ever this happened; it would give him a figure i^ thtf * 
eyes of the evening club, . '■ 

When I was about sixteen years old, my h&fsi ^ 
observed to me one day, as I was sitting with bim 
in the little back shop; that it was now high time 
for me to determine what scheme of life to pursue; 
and though I knew that my grand&ther a little be<» 
fore his death, had expressed his desire of having 
ipe settled in Uie old trade, where he said I shoura 
be sure of goo4 will^ yet I answered my fiEither^ 
without hesitation, that since he gave me leave to 
chuse for myself, I was inclined to study physic 
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[y father, who was in raptures at bearing me make 
boice of a learned profession, went tiiat very day, 
Bd talked over the matter with an old friend of 
is at Gresham-College ; and the result of their 
Dnference was, that I should be sent to study 
nder the celebrated dodor tierman Boerhaave. 
[was equipped very decently, upon the occasion, and 
a a very few days arrived safely at Ley den, where 
lipent my time in reading the best books on tiie 
ii^ecty and in a constant attendance on my mas« 
tei^ lectures, who expressed himEcIf so pleased 
ikh my indefatigable application, as to tell me at 
lirtiiig, that I should be an honour to the profession. 
,wtl an^ sorry to tell you, Mr. Fitz-Adam, that 
iotwithstanding this greafr man's remarkable saga- 
:li^, he knew nothing of destiny: for since my re- 
tsm to England, I have lived seven years in Lon- 
4oa, undistinguished in a narrow court, without 

a opportunity of doing either good or hurt in my 
ng. And what most mortifies me is, to see two 
fir three of my fellow-students, who were esteemed 
Wiy dull fellows at the dolor's, lolling at their 
tMe in warm chariots upon springs, Tviiile I am 
doomed to walk humbly through the dirt, in a 
tiiread*bare coat and darned stockings, a decayed 
^-perriwig, a brass-hilted sword bv my side, and 
t hat, entirely void of shape and colour, under my 
inn; which I assure you I do not carry there for 
omament, nor for fear of damaging my wig, but 
to point out to those who pass by, that I am a phy*- 
iician. You may wonder perhaps at hearing no- 
thing of my father; but alas! tiie good man had 
the misfortune to die insolvent soon after my 
ntom, and I had no friend to apply to for as- 
aitance. 

One day, as I walked through a narrow passage 
Kar St. Martin's-lanc, I saw a crowd of ycuyle ^u«> 
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thered togpthor, and, in tlir midbt of thrm, % larp 
lilt wdiniiii upon tlir ground, iu a lit. 1 lOOB^ 
l)iuiigl)t her t(i hcrsL'll'; und oa I waa conductuMJ 
lu-r homo, kht* kindly ahkfd 1111; to diiio with ber« Ij 
Ibund, upun ciittTiiig luTdiMir, th.it she kept ad 
h(uifc(*; and, as 1 miuh uciiiif; iiway altcT a he 
nuMil, she* uavr nir a ^iiicrai iiixitulion, in rati 
lor llu* uood other J liad dom* hrr, to Htep in 1 
taslc lur unit ((in, \\h4-n«>v(r I canie that way. 
was hy no niraiis hat kuard to lU'cept thu oflfcr, 1 
took iVfipK nt o{ ptiftuhitirH ol' vihiting my pati 
liut aluN ! tlioM' days ol' ph'iity wrn: noon o 
lor il hap):fn<'d uidortunatrly, not long after, 
licr lti\onrilr duu^htiT died undfT my careilt 
tiint* when [ ahNnr«*d th«* mother that bhc wraa qui 
out. ot' dan*i(T. Thr manniT in which hIic acc< 
int* iipdii this occuiiion, made* it ch'ur that I 
onic more return to a rourM' cd f'iihtuig. 

Am 1 waH nniKinj; out* morning, in a moat dii 
aolatt^ mood, uitli my Ir^ in my lundlady'a I 
wliilr hUv darned one ol'my htorkmgs, it came ii 
mv head to rollttet iVom various boukfi« toset 
with my own experience and obftorvationai pi 
and wholcHome rulen on the vuhjoct of diet; i^ 
then puliliith them in a neat |MM-kct volume; for.L 
\va3 alwuvH well inclined to do good to the woriiV 
however ungrate fully it us(hI Mc. I doubt« M1I9 
Fitz-Adam, you will hardly lorbrar smiling, to faM 
a mull, who wuh almost Htar\ed, talk gravely fli 
<*ompiling ohservationM on niKT. The moment I 
had tiniithed my volume, 1 ran with it to an eminent 
b(H)kheiler, near tlu> Mnnikion-hoUMe; he wuajuil 
ugt down to dinner ; hut upon hearing that theit 
was a gentleman in the shop, with a mrge bundlt 
of papers in his coat -pocket, he ccmrteuuady inr 
vited me into the parlour, und desired me io do 6» 
tie did. M tioon an tlie cloth was tnken awoyy I 



sdmy manuscript, and the bookseller put on 
:tacles ; but to my no small mortification, 
ancing his eye over the title-page, he look- 
fastly upon me for near a minute, in a kind 
cement which I could not account for, and 
•oke out in the following manner — * My 
r I you are come to the very worst place in 
>rld for the sale of such a performance as 
iVhy, you might as soon expect the court of 
en's permiffion to dedicate to them the life 
18 Cornaro, as to think of preaching upon the 

of lean: and sallow abstinence between the 
Exchange and Temple-bar.' He added, ia- 
in a milder tone, that he was acquainted with 
Bst man of the trade, who lived near Soho, 
lo would probably venture to print for me 
easonable terms ; and that if I pleased, he 

recommend me to him bv a letter; which 
Jh the violent agitation of my spirits) I re- 

ilked back to my lodging with a very heavy 
and with the most gloomy prospect before 
es, put my favourite work into a hat-box, 
stands upon the head of my bed, and there it 
nained ever since. 

7 the favour I have to beg of you, worthy sir, 
•ecommend to the world, in one of your pa- 
(uch proposals as I will bring to you next 
Y ftiorning, or any dark evening this week, for 
ling by subscription the result of my labori- 
quiries, that I may be able lo procure a de- 
laintenance. If I should fail in this attempt, 
airs are at so low an ebb, that I must submit, 
i safety of my person, to the confinement of 
leet, or pass the rest of my days, perhaps, 
tlie same roof with the unfortunate Th£0« 
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Tionr, whoM kitigdum (I doubt) U not of U 
vorM, 

In the mean timn, yon will oblige me by pablM 
iHK thin furounU thnt oUier» iniiy take warnitif i 
my Aocl f example* lliat tins idle vanity of Uma 
wlirn th<7 rrwi iU'w ntory, may ftie reatrained willi 
proprr bounrU; and young men not ventuft; to « 
gagi! in a Irarnitd profeHMon, without the aHidtaiK 
of a privutr forUmf., or the intenist of great friend 
hiMr.yv. me, Mr. Fitx-Adam, it is much more to Ih 
piirfioM! of a phy»ir:ian to havt; the countenance < 
a niuTi or woTnan of qiiiJity, than the sagacity eve 
of a ll<M!rhaavf:; for lot him have what shaie < 
Irarninff he plrwrn, if he has nothing better to n 
ronim'-rid him to piihlir. favour, be must be con 
tf-nt to liiingfT and thirst in a garret up four pairs 
St ail 8. 

1 am, Sir, 

(with all possible rrspert) 

ike uf^artuMH 
____^^_ T. M 

No. ^r^. 'i llt'RSDAY, MAY 8, 1755. 
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(hatitl'tttuHQ Jwvit, ■ ■ I Hon; 

|r thrre U^ truth in the common maxim, 'Thsi 
\\v drrif'rvt'H britt of iiis rountry, who can make tws 
bladcTM of grass grow whc^re only one grew beibrSt' 
how truly rominrndahlc munt it be (since it is M 
gn at a mvrit to prnvicUr for tlie beasts of the ficU) 
to add to th(^ siisienunre of man ! and what praiiM 
an* diif to i\%p. inventor of a ntfw dinh! Byanev 
ciitiii, 1 do not mean the coufouiidingi basliingi and 



125. \(roilLP* 101 

guising of ad old one ; I cannot give that name 
the French method of trantpotiing the bodies of 
mals ; Bervii>g up flesh in skins of fish, or the 
ente of either in a jelly; nor yet to the English 
f of macerating substances^ and reducing all 
rfgiB to one uniform consistency and tuste, which 
;ood housewife culls potting: for I am of opinion, 
kt Louis the fourteenth would not have given the 
rard he promised for the invention of a sixth 
ler of architecture, to the man who should have 
sbled together the other five. 
My meaning is, that as thro' neglect or caprice 
have lost some eatables, which our ancestors 
d in high esteem, as the heron, the bittern, the 
ne, and, I may add, the swan, it should seem re- 
cite, in the ordinary revolution of things, to re- 
cc what has born laid aside, by the introduction 
Bome eatable which was not known to our prede- 
sors. But though invention may claim the first 
use^ gTr^t honour is due to tlie restorer of lost 
S; whrrefore, if the earth does not really furnish 
uiHcient variety of un tasted animals, I could wish 
it gentlemen ot leisure and easy fortunes would 
">ly themsc»lves to recover the secret of fattening 
1 preparing for the table such creatures, as from 
use we do not at present know how to treat : and 
hould think it would be a noble employment for 
i lovers of antiquitv, to study to restore those in- 
lible resources of luxury, the Salt-water stews of 
I Romans. 

Of all the improvements in the modem kitchen, 
trt are none can bdar a comparison with the in- 
duction of Turtle. We are indebted for this de- 
ary, as well as for several others, to the generous 
rit and benevolent eeal of the West-Indians. 
16 profusion of luxury, with which the Croolian in 
gland covers his bOaixl, is intotidod ouV) %a^ Vy\. 

VOL. XXVJIJ, . K 
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to the more exquisite dainties of America. His 
pride is to triumph in your negleft of the former, 
while he labours to serve you from the vast shell, 
which smokes under his face, and occasions him a 
toil almost as intolerable, as that of his slaves in his 
plantations. But he would die in the service rather 
than see his guests, for want of a regular supply, eat 
a morsel of any food which had not crossed the At- 
lantic ocean. 

Though it was never my fortune to be regaled 
with the true Creolian politeness, and though 1 can- 
not compliment my countrymen on their endea- 
vours to imitate it, I shall here give my readers a 
most faithful account of the only turtle feast I ever 
had the honour to be present at. 

Towards the latter end of last summer, I called 
upon a friend in the city, who, though no West- 
Indian, is a great importer of turtle for his own eat- 
ing. Upon my entrance at the great gates, my eyes 
were caught with the shells of that animal, which 
were disposed in great order along the walls ; and I 
stopt so long in astonishment at their size and num- 
ber, that I did not perceive my friend's approach, 
who had traversed the court to receive me. How- 
ever, I could find he was not displeased to see my 
attention so deeply engaged upon the trophies of 
his luxury- Come, says he, if you love turtle, I'll 
shew you a sight ; and bidding me follow him, he 
opened a door, and discovered six turtles swimming 
about in a vast cistern, round which there huug 
twelve large legs of mutton, which he told me were 
just two days provision for the turtles; for that 
tach of them consumed a leg of mutton every day. 
lie then carried me into the house, and shewing 
me some blankets of a peculiar sort, These, sa}*$ 
he, are what the turtle lie in o'nights : they are par- 
ticularly adapted to this use : I have established a 
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lanufacture of them in the West-Indies, But 
ince you are curious in these matters, continued 
le, I'll shew you some more of my inventions. Im- 
aediately he unlocked a drawer, and produced as 
oany fine saws, chizels, and instruments of differ-* 
nt contrivances, as would have made a figure in 
he apparatus of an anatomist. One was destined 
start a rib ; another to scrape the callipash ; the 
bird to disjoint the vertebrae of the back-bone; 
nth many others, for purposes which I could not 
emember. The next scene of wonder was the 
itchen, in which was an oven, that had been re- 
built with a mouth of a most unconnnon capacity, 
m purpose for the reception of an enormous turtle, 
(rhich was to be drest that very day, and which my 
riend insisted I should stay to partake of. I would 
Jadly h^ve been excused ; but he would not be de-- 
lied ; proposing a particular pleasure in entertain*- 
Dg a new beginner, and assuring me, that if I 
hould not happen to like it, I need not fear the 
inding something to make out a dinner ; for that 
lis wife, though she knew it would give him the 
;reatest pleasure in the world, could never be pre^ 
'ailed on to taste a single morsel of turtle. He then 
:arried me to th^ fish, which was to be the fe^st of 
he day, and bid me observe, that though it had been 
JUt in two full twenty hours, it was still alive. Thijj 
vas indeed a melancholy truth : for I could plainly 
observe a tremulous motion almost continually agi- 
ating it, with, now and then, more distinguishable 
hrobbings. While I was examining these faint in- 
lications of sensibility, a jolly negro wepch, observ- 
ng me, came up with a handful of salt, which sh^ 
sprinkled all over the creature. Thjs instantly j)ro-« 
iuc^d su«h violent convulsions, that I was no longer 
ible to look upon a scene of so much horror, and 
:m shuddering out of the kitchen, ^|y friend en^ 
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deavoured to satisfy me, by saying that the head aiid 
heart had been cut in pieces twenty hours before ; 
and that the whole was that instant to be plunged 
in boiling water : but it required some rejection, 
and more, or perhaps less philosophy than I am 
master of, to reconcile such appearances to human 
feelings. I endeavoured to turn the discourse, bj 
asking what news ? He answered, * There is a fleet 
arrived from the West-Indies/ He then shook hii 
head, and looked serious ; and after a suspence, 
which gave room for melancholy apprehensions, la- 
mented that they had been very unfortniuite the last 
voyage, and lost the greatest part of their cargo of 
turtles. He proceeded to inform me of the various 
methods which had been tried for bringing over this 
animal in a healthy state; for that the common 
"way had been found to waste the fat, which was the 
most estimable part : and he spoke with great con- 
cern of the miscarriage of a vessel, framed like a 
well-boat, which had dashed them against eatk 
other, and killed them. He then entered upon an 
explanation of a project of his own, which being out 
of my way, and much above my comprehensioiv 
took up the greatest part of the morning. Upon 
hearing the clock strike, he rung his bell, and asked 
if his turtle-cl oaths were aired. While I was me- 
ditating on this new term, and, I confess, unable t© 
divine what it could mean, tlie servant brought in a 
coat and waistcoat, which my friend slipt on, and 
folding them round his body like a night-gown, de- 
clared, that though they then hung so loose about 
him, by that time he had spoke with the turtky he 
should stretch them as tight as a drum. 

Upon the first rap at the door, there entered a 
whole shoal of guests: for the turtle-eater is a gre- 
garious, I had almost said, a sociable animal ; and I 
thought it remarkable, that in so large u number, 
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)uld not be one who was a whole minute 
1 the time : nay, the very cook was punc- 
i the lady of the house appeared, on this 
inary day, the moment the dinner was 
pou the table. Upon her first entrance, 
ed the shell to be removed from the upper 
e table, declaring she could not bear the 
light of it so near her. It was immediately 
for a couple of boiled chickens, to the great 
all who sat in iier neighbourhood, who fol- 
with their eyes, inwardly lamenting that 
aid never taste one of the good bits. In 

they send their plates and solicit tlicir 
e plunderers, who were now in possession 
le shells, were sensible to no call but that 
>wn appetites, and till they had satisfied 
ere was not one that would listen to any 
!. The eagerness, however, and dispatch of 
Lcity having soon shrunk the choice pieces, 
ihsafed to help their friends to the coarser 

thereby they cleared their way for the 
:er other delicacies; boasting aloud all the 
at they had not sent one good bit to tlie 
i of the table. 

he meat was all made away with, and no* 
lained but what adhered to the shell, our 

who during the wiiole time had taken 
)body but himself, began to exercise his 
istruments ; and amidst his efforts to pro*^ 
elf more, broke out in praise of the supe- 
ur of the spinal marrow, which he was 
dug himself to, and for the goodness of 

company had his word, 
ests having now drank up all the gravy, 
ed the shells quite clean, the clotli was 
ly, and the wine brought upon the table* 
hange produced no tiling new in the CQQr> 

k3 
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versation. No hunters were ever more loud in the 
posthumous fame of the hero of their sport, tiuiQ our 
f»picures in memory of the turtle. To give sonic 
little variety to the discourse, I asked if they had 
never tried any other creature which mitzht pos- 
sibly resemble this excellent food: and pruposed 
the experiment of an alligator, whose scales seemeil 
to be intended by nature for the production ot* 
green fat. I was stopt sliort in my reasoning hy a 
gentleman, who told me, that upon trial of the aiii- 
gator, there had been found so strong a perfume in his 
fk'sh, that the stomach nauseated, and could not 
bear it ; and that this was owing to a ball of musk, 
which is always discovered in the head of that 
animal. I had however the satisfaction to perceixT 
that my question did me no discredit with tlie com- 
pany ; and before it broke up, I had no less than 
t\veive invitations to turtle for the ensuing summer. 
Resides the honour herein designed mc, I consider 
these invitations as having more real value than so 
many shares in any of -the bubbles of tiie famous 
South-sea year ; and I make no doubt but that, by 
the time they become due, they will be marketable 
in Change-ailey. For as the gentlemen at White's 
luive borrowed from thence the method of transferring 
the surplus dinners which they win at plav, it is 
probable they will, in their turn,fumish a hint totlie 
all(\v, where it will soon be as common to transter 
shares in turtle, as in any other kind of stock. 
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My correspondent of to-day will, I hope, forgiv* 
mr, for so long delaying the publication of his let- 
ter. All I can say to this gentleman, and to thos% 



ters have kin by me almost an equil 
time, Is, that no partiahty to any perform- 
ly own, lias occasioned any such delay. 

To Mr. FiTz-Ai>ABi. 

,hcst ambition is to appear in the -canse of 
X ; nor wcruld any thing flatter my vanity 
as tiie iionour of standing, in this degene- 

the single champion of those, whom all 
are bound to defend. No time seems 
per for this kind of gallantry, than the pre- 
V, when the graver sort oi men are conti- 
"owing out sarcastic hints, at least, if ndt 
BCtives, against their lovely country»^wo- 

the younger and more sprightly are, from 
>t wliat cause, less^ forward than ever ki ■:■ 
ence. Though my abilities are by no 
aal to my inclinations for their services 
leave to offer to you, and your polite 
few thouj^hts on this interesting subject, 
lice of wits has, from time immemorial, 
these injured beauties with the charge of 
1 inconstancy; a charge, applicable in- 
le frailty of human nature in general, but 
ans to be admitted to tlie particular pre* 
:he most amiable part of the species. Hts- 
experience inform us, that every ditferenrt 
reduces a differont race of people: the 
n of the inhabitants, as well as the com* 
eceivcs a colour from the clime in which 
born. Yet the same sentiments do not 
>ring from the same soil. Some strong 
ity of genius distinguishes every aera of a 
From hence arises what, in the language 
ite world, we call FASHio)«r ; as variabte 
rd to principlei as dies*. U hio^4>o^*»b^ 
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these days, as uncommon and ridiculous, to profess 
the maxims of an old Englishman, as to strut about 
in a short cloak and trunk hose. The same vicissi- 
tude of character takes place among the ladies ; 
their conduct however, has been still consistent and 
irreproachable ; for they have always acted up to 
the dictates of fashion. 

The matrons of ancient Rome, though as remark- 
able for public spirit as those of Great Britain^ 
were by no means so fond of public diversions. It 
appears from a hint which Horace has left us, that 
they were witii difficulty prevailed on even to dance 
upon holidays. In this, we may observe, they wide- 
ly differed from those Sabine dames, from whom 
they derived their boasted extraction: for so 
strongly did they think themselves bound by the 
restrictions of fashion, that they refused to imi- 
tate their illustrious ancestors, in that very circum- 
stance, to which their empire owjed its original. 

We need not look back so far into antiquity for 
instances of this kind ; our own times may better 
supply us. Cruelty, if we may believe the lovers of 
the last century, was the reigning passion of those 
tyrants, to whom they devoted their hearts, tlieir 
labours, and their understandings. No man, I pre- 
sume, will cast such an imputation on the present 
race of beauties : their influence is more benign, 
lh<ir glory is of a more exalted nature: mercy is 
their characteristic. It would be a piece of impu- 
dence to assert, that they do not in every respect 
excel their relentless great grandmothers. Beauty, 
J\Ir. Fitz-Adam, is the peculiar perfection of our 
fair contemporarie?. To what then, but the amiable 
foin})assi()ii of the^e gentle creatures, can be as- 
(ril)e(l a kind of miracle, a seeming change in the 
constitution of nature ? Till poetry and romance 
ttri^ i'or^otten, the miseries of love will be remcm- 



Autliors of tlie highest reputation have not 
ed to assure us, that the lovers of their da3r8 
sry frequently forget to eat and drink ; nay, 
ley sometimes proceeded so far as to liang oc 

themselves, for the sake of the cruel n3anpht 
idor-ed. Whence comes it then, that in an 
> whioh suicide is not unknown, no instances 

be met with of this disinterested oonductf 
3 space of many yeai^, I do not remember 
one, and that one occasioned by tlie lad/c 
«ess , not of heart, but of conscience. Matter 
, therefore, proves die truth of ray assertions 
ddesses have laid aside the bloody disposition 
Kan idols; insomuch, that scarce any man 
has seen a. lover's bier covered with cypress, 
ieed, with so much as a willow garland, 
^re ingratitude not to acknowledge, to whom 
I indebted for so great a blessing. Tlie cele- 
l iuventors of «iodern romance, together with 
dicious writers of the stage, have the 4ionour 
ag.thed^iverers of their countrymen. Bo ^r* 

have ^they pleaded the public cause, ^^iiattli^ 
ave at last content to throw up the reins, td 
t^Hmieaning Aattery, instead of tender sighs, 
Imit innocent freedom, in the place of<di«tant 
ti€wi. They have learnt to indulge their ad- 
j with fre^fuent opportunities of gazing on 
;harms, and are grown too generous to conceal 
;hem even the little failings of their tempers, 
s this all: while the persuasive eloquence 
se gentlemen has found the way to soften the 

of the fair sex, they have animated the reso- 

of others ; for by them are we instructed in 
nning art of modest assurance, and furnished 
he dernier resort of indifference. 
1 will not be «urprized, sir, that I speak so 
ly OH this s ubject; when yo«i are infoTtao^ )a5Wi 
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great a share of the public felicity falls to my lot. 
Had the fashionable polity of this kingdom conti- 
nued in the same situation, in which it stood a 
hundred years ago, I had been, perhaps, the most 
unfortunate man in the world. No heart is more 
susceptible of tender impressions than mine, nor is 
my resolution strong enough to hold out against the 
slightest attacks of a pair of bright eyes. Love, 
weak as he is, has often made me his captive ; but I 
can never be too lavish of my applause to those ge- 
nerous beauties, who have been the authors of my 
pains : so far have they ever been from glorying in 
their power, or insulting the miseries they occasion- 
ed, that they have constantly employed the most 
effectual methods to free me from their fetters. By 
their indulgence it is, that I have arrived at the fifty- 
third year of my life, without the incumbrance of a 
wife or legitimate children ; that I can now look back 
with pleasure on the dangers I have escaped, and 
•forward with comfort on the peace and quiet laid 
up for my old age. This, sir, is my case ; gratitude 
prompts me to publish the obligations I owe ; and I 
beg leave to take this opportunity of paying my 
debt of honour, and at the same time of subscribing 
myself, 

Your constant reader, admirer. 

And very humhlejervant. 
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Had the many wise philosophers of antiquity, who 
have so often and so justly compared the life of 
man to a race, lived in the present times, they wouW 
hiive seen the propriety of that simile greatly aug- 
mented: for if we observe the behaviour of tli^ 
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polite part of this nation (that is, of all the nation) 
we shall see that their whole lives are one continued 
race ; in which every one is endeavouring to dis- 
tance all behind him, and to overtake, or pass by, 
all who are before him ; every one is flying from 
his inferiors in pursuit of his superiors, who fly from 
Him witli equal alacrity. 

Were not the consequences of this ridiculous 
pride of the most destructive nature to the public, 
the scene would be really entertaining. Every 
tradesman is a merchant, every merchant is a gen- 
tleman, and every gentleman one of the noblesse. 
We are a nation of gentry, populus generosorumi 
we have no such thing as common people among 
us : between vanity and gin, the species is utterly 
destroyed. The sons of our lowest mechanics, ac- 
quiring with the learning at charity-schools, the 
laudable ambition of becoming gentle-folks, despise 
their paternal occupations, and are all soliciting for 
the honourable employments of tide-waiters and 
excisemen. Their girls are all milliners, mantua- 
makers, or lady's women ; or presumptuously exer- 
cise that genteel profession, which used to be pe- 
culiarly reserved for the well-educated daughters of 
deceased clergymen. Attorneys clerks and city 
prentices dress like cornets of dragoons, keep their 
mistresses and their hunters, criticise at the play, 
and toast at the tavern. The merchant leaves his 
counting-house for St. James's; and the country 
gentleman his own affairs for those of the public, by 
which neither of them receives much benefit. Every 
commoner of distinction is impatient for a peer- 
age, and treads hard upon the heels of quality in 
drese, equipage, and expences of every kind. The 
nobility, who can aim no higher, plunge themselves 
mto debt and dependeace, to preserve th^ir rank; 
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and are even there quickly overtaken by their u 
merciful pursuers. 

I'he same foolish vanity, that thus prompts us 
imitate our superiors, induces us also to be, or pi 
fend to be, their inseparable companions ; or ^ as t 
phrase is, to keep the best company ; by which is alwa 
to be understood, such company as are much abo 
us in rank or fortune, and consequently despise ai 
avoid us, in the same manner as we ourselves do o 
inferiors. By this ridiculous affectation are all ti 
pleasures of social life, and all the advantages 
friendly converse utterly destroyed. We chuse n 
our companions for their wit and learning, the 
good humour or good sense, but for tlieir power 
conferring this imaginary dignity ; as if greatne 
was communicable, like the powers of Uie loa< 
stone, by friction, or by contact, like electi 
city. Every young gentleman is taught to b 
lievc it is more eligible, and more honourable, 
destroy his time, his fortune, his morals, and ' 
understanding at a gaming-houbc with the best a 
pany, than to improve them all in the convcrsat 
of the most ingenious andeniertainingof hisequ 
and every self-conceited girl, in fashionable 
chuscs rather to endure tlie airected silence an 
Solent head-ach of my lady duchess for a whole i 
ing, than to pass it in mirth andjolHty with the 
amiable of her acquaintance. For since it is 
ble that some of my readers, \Vho have not h 
honour of V)eing admitted into the best co 
should imagine that amongst such there is e 
best conversation, the most lively wit, them 
found judgment, the most engaging aflabi 
politeness; it may be proper to inform the 
this is by no means alwaj's the case; but 
qu( nily in such company, little is said, an 
t«.ndcd to; no difposition appcarb either 
4. 
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others, or to be pleased themselves; but that in the 
room of all the before-mentioned agieeable qualifi« 
cations, cards are introduced, endued with the con- 
venient power of reducing all men's understandings, 
as well as their fortunes, to an equality. 

It is pleasant tb observe bow this race, converted 
into a kind of perpetual warfare, between the good 
find bad campani/ in this country, has subsisted for half 
a century last past; in which the forwier have been 
perpetually pursued by the latter, and fairly beaten 
out of all their resources for superior distinction; 
out of innumerable fashions in dress, and variety of 
diversions ; every one of which they have been obliged 
to abandon, as soon as occupied by their imperti* 
nsnt rivals. In vain have they armed themselves 
inth lace asnd embroidery, and intrenched themselvss 
in hoops and furbelows : in vain have they had re- 
course to full-bottomed perriwigs and toupees; to 
high-heads, and low-heads, and no heads at all : 
trade has bestowed riches on the competitors, and 
riches have procured them equal finery. Hair has 
curled as genteelly on one side of Temple-bar, as on 
the other, and hoops have grown to as prodigious a 
magnitude in the foggy air of Cheapside, as in the 
purer regions of Grosvenor-square and Hill-street. 

With as little success have operas, oratorios, ri- 
dottos, and other expensive diversions been in-* 
vented to exclude bad company : tradesmen, by en- 
hancing their prices, have found tickets for their 
wives and daughters, and by this means have been 
tnabled to insult the good company, their customers, at 
their own expence : and, like true conquerors, have 
obliged the enemy to pay for their defeat. But this 
itratagem has in some measure been obviated by 
the prudence of the X)ery best company y who, for this, 
and many other wise considenitions, have usually 
decHned paying them at all. 

VOL. XXVIII. L 
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For many years was this combat between the 
good and bad company of this metropolis performed. 
Tike the ancient tilts and tournaments, before his 
Majesty and the royal family, every Friday night 
in the drawing-room at St. James's ; which now ap- 
pears, as it usually fares with the seat of war, deso- 
late and uninhabited, and totally deserted on both 
sides : except that on a twelfth-night the bad company 
never fail to assemble, to conmiemorate annually 
the victories they have there obtained. 

The good company being thus every where put to 
flight, they thought proper at last to retire to their own 
citadels; that is, to form numerous and brilliant as- 
semblies at their own hotels, in which they ima- 
gined, that they could neither be imitated, nor in- 
truded on. But here again they were grievously 
mistaken ; for no sooner was the signal given, but 
every little lodging-house in town, of two rooms and 
a closet on a floor, or rather of two closets and a 
cupboard, teemed with card-tables, and overflowed 
with company : and as making a crowd was the great 
point here principally aimed at, the smaller the houses, 
and the more indifferent the company, tJiis point 
was the more easily effe(^led. Nor could intrusion 
be better guaided against than imitation; for by 
some means or other, either by the force of beauty 
or of dress, of wealth or impudence, of folly enough 
to lof?e great sums at play, or of knavery enough to 
win them, or of some such eminent or extraordinary 
q. alificaticns, their plebeian enemies soon broke 
t!ir(>ucTh the strongest of their barriers, and mingled 
in the thickest of their ranks, to the utter destruc- 
tion of all superiority and distinction. 

But though it must be owned that the affairs of 
the flood cofnpany are now in a very bad situation, 
yvt I would not have them despair, nor perpetually 
^ a: ry about the marks of their defeat in tlieir coun- 
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tenances, so visible in a mixture oijierti and dejec- 
tion. They have still one asylum left to fly to, 
which with all their advantages of birth and educa- 
tion, it is surprising they should not long since have 
discovered; but smce they have not, I shall beg 
leave to point it out; and it is this: that they once 
more retire to the long-deserted forts of true Bri- 
tish grandeur,, their princely seats and magnificent 
castles in their several countries ; and there, arm- 
ing themselves with religion and virtue, hospitality 
and charity, civility and friendship, bid defiance to 
their impertinent pursuers. And though I will not 
undertake that they shall not, even here, be followed 
in time, and imitated by their inferiors, yet so averse 
are all ranks of people at present to this sort of 
retirement, so totally disused from the exercise of 
those kinds of arms, and so unwillins; to return to 
it, that I will venture to promise, it will be very long 
before they can be overtaken or attacked ; but that 
here, and here only, they may enjoy their favou« 
rite singularity unmolested, for half a century to 
come. 
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I AM favoured by a correspondent with the follow* 
ing little instructive piece, which he calls 

The Art of Happiness. 

A good temper is one of the principal ingredi- 
ents of happiness. This, it may be faid, is the work 
of nature, and must be bom with us : and so in a 
good measure it is; yet sometimes it may be ac- 
quired by art, and always improved by culture. Al- 
most every object that attracts our aotic^^ Vx%& \\:k 

l2 
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bright, and it& dark side : be that habituates himirlf 
to look at the (lisplciihing side. Mill sour his disposi- 
tion, and roiibrqueutly impair his happiness; while 
he who constantly U-holds it on the bright side, in- 
sensibly nil lioratrs his temper, and in consequence 
of it, improves his own happiness, and the happiness 
of all about him. 

Arachnr and Melissa are two friends. They are 
both of them women in years, and alike in birth, 
fortune, education, and accomplishments. They were 
originally alike in temper too; but by different ma« 
nagement are grown the reverse of each other. 
Arachnc has accustomed herself to look only on the 
dark side of every object. If a new poem or a play 
makes its appearance, with a thousand brilliances, 
and but one or two blcmibhes, fhe slightly skims 
over the passages that should give her pleasure, and 
dwells upon those only that fill her with dislike. 
If you shew her a very excellent portrait, she looks 
at some part of the drapery which has been neg- 
lected, or to a hand or finger that has been left un- 
finished. Tier garden is a very beautiful one, and 
kept with great neatness and elegancy ; but if yoo 
take a walk with her in it, she talks to you of no- 
thing but blights and storms, of snails and catter^ 
pillars, and how impossible it is to keep it from the 
litter of tailing leaves and worm-casts. If you sit 
down in one of her temples, to enjoy a delighiiul 
prospect, she observes to you, that there is too 
much wood or too little water ; that the day is too 
sunny or too gloomy; that it is sultry, or windy; 
and tinishes witli a long harangue upon the wretch- 
edness of our climate. When you return with 
her to the company, in hopes of a little cheerful 
convf«rsalion, she casts a gloom over all, by giv- 
ing yoo the history of her own bad health, or of 
some melancholy accident that has be&lleu one of 
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her daughter's children. Thus she insensibly sinks 
her own spirits, and the spirits of all around h^r, 
and at last discovers, she knows not why, that her 
friends are grave. 

Melissa is the reverse of all this. By constantly 
habituating herself to look only on the bright side 
of objects, she preserves a perpetual cheerfulness 
in herself, which by a kind of happy contagion, she 
communicates to all about her. If any misfortune has 
befallen her, she considers it might have been worse» 
and is thankful to Providence for an escape. She 
rejoices in solitude, as it gives her an opportunity 
of knowing herself; and in society, because she can 
conmiunicate the happiness she enjoys. She op* 
pdses every man's virtues to his failings, and can 
^nd out something to cherish and applaud in the 
very worst of her acquaintance. She opens every 
book with a desire to be entertained or instructed, 
and therefore seldom misses what she looks for. 
Walk with her, though it be but on a heath or a 
common, and she will discover numberless beau- 
ties, unobserved before, in the hills, the dales, 
the broom, the brakes, and the variegated flowers 
of weeds and poppies. She enjoys every change of 
weather and of season, as bringing with it some* 
thing of health or convenience. In conversation' it 
is a rule with her never to start a subject that leads 
to any thing gloomy or disagreeable ; you there- 
fore never hear her repeating her own grievances, 
or those of her neighbours, or (what is worst of all)> 
tiieir faults or imperfections. If any thing of the 
latter kind be mentioned in her hearing, she has 
had the address to turn it into entertainment, by 
changing the most odious railing into a pleasant 
raillery. Thus Melissa, like ^e bee, gathers ho- 
ney from every weed ; while Aracbne, like the spi- 
der, sucks poispn fnm ^he fairest ftoN^ieis. ^Wa 
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eonseqnence is, that of two tempers, once very 
nearly allied, the one is for ever sour and dissatis- 
fied, the other always gay and cheerful; the ooe 
spreads an universal gloom ; the other a continual 
sunshine. 

There is nothing more worthy of our attention 
than this art of happiness. In conversation, as well* 
as life, happiness very often depends upon the 
slightest incidents. The taking notice of the bad- 
ness of the weather, a north-east wind, the approach 
of winter, or any trifling circumstance of the db- 
ngrec'able kindp shall insensibly rob a whole com- 
pany of its good-humour, and fling every mem- 
ber of it into the vapours. If therefore we would 
be happy in ourselves, and are desirous of com- 
nuinicating that happiness to all about us, these mt- 
fiutiit of conversation ought carefully to be attend- 
ed to. The brightness of the sky, the lengthening 
of the days, the increasing verdure of the spring, 
the arrival of any litllo piece of good news, or what- 
evf r carries with it the most distant glimpse of joy, 
sliall froqucMitly be the parent of a social and happy 
coriversation. Good manners exact from us this 
rf pard to our company. The down may repine at 
tb.e sunshine that ripens his harvest, because his 
turnips arc burnt up by il; but the man of refine- 
mrnt will extract pleasure from the thunder-storia 
to whirh hr is exposod, by remarking on the plenty 
and refreshment which may be expected from such 
a shower, 

Tims docs good manners, as well as good sense, 
direct us to look at every object on the bright side ; 
and by thus acting, we cherish and improve both 
the one and the other. By this practice it is that 
Mf htsa is become the wisest and best-bred woman 
livii:j;; and by this j^actice may every man and 
woman arrive at that easy benevolence of ttmper, 
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which the world calls good-nature, and the scrip- 
ture charity, whose natural and never-failing fruit 

is HAPPINESS. 

I cannot better conclude this paper than with 
the following ode, which I received from another 
correspondent, and which seems to be written in the 
same spirit of cheerfulness with the above essay : 

ODE TO MORNING. 

The sprightly messenger of dajfp 
To Heatfn ascending tunes the lay, 

That xcakes the blushing Morn : 
Cheer* d with th* inspiring notes, I rise. 
And haU the Pow'k, whose glad supplies « 

Th* enlivened plains adorn. 

Far hence, retire, Night ! thy praise, 
Majestic queen f in nobler lays 

Already has been sung : 
When thine own spheres expire, thy name 
Secure from time, shall rise in fame, 

Immortalized 6y Y o u n o . 

See, while I speak, Aurora sl^eds 
. Her early honours o*er the meads^ 

The springing Tallies sfnile ; 
With cheerful haste, the tillage swain 
Renevos the labours of the plain, 
And meets th' accustomed toil. 

Da/s monarch comes to bless the year ! 
Winged Zephyrs wanton round his car^ 

Along th' (fthereal road ; 
Plenty and Health attend his beams. 
And Tm7TH, divinely bright, prochinns 

The Tint ^ ti€ God. 
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Anfd by the vieWy my soul receres 

The great First Cause, that bade the spher 

In tuneful order move : 
Thine is the fable-mantled night , 
Unfeen Almighty ! and the light 
The radiance of thy love. 

Hark I the awaken'd grove repays 
With melody the genial raysy 

And echo spreads the strain ; 
Thejlreams in grateful murmurs rtaif 
The bleating flocks falute thefun^ 

And music glads the plain. 

While nature thus her charms displaysy 
Let me enjoy the fragrant breeze^ 

That op*ningflovfrs diffuse; 
Temp'rance and Innocence attend. 
These are your haunts, your influence lend^ 

Associates of the Muse ! 

Riot, and Guilt, and wasting Care, 
And fell Revenge, and black Despair, 

Avoid the morning's light ; 
Nor beams thejun, nOr blooms the rose 
Their restless passions to compose. 
Who y iViT\JE*s dictates slight. 

Along the mead, and in the wood, 
Afid on the margin of the flood. 

The Goddess walks confest ; 
She gives the landscape porta* r to charm. 
The sun his genial heat, to warm 

The wise and generous breast. 

Happy the man / whose tranquil mind 
JSees nature in her changes ktnd. 
And pleased the icKolc sunjejj^ ; 
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For him the mom benignly smiles^ 
And evening shades reward the toils 
That measure out his days. 

The varying year may shift the scene^ 
The sounding tempest lasa the main^ 

And Heaven's own thunders roll; 
Calmly he views the bursting storm. 
Tempests nor thunder can deform 

The morning of' his soul. 



C.B. 
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0,ms novus hie nostris successit sedihus hospes? 
Quern sese oreferens 9 ■■> Vi rg. 

Although I profess myself a zealous advocate 
fcr modem fashion, and have countenanced some 
tf its boldest innovations, yet I cannot but recall 
JDjr approbation, when I see it making some very 
irregular and unjustifiable sallies, in opposition to 
tme policy and reasons of state. In testimony of 
fte perfect quietism I have hitherto observed in this 
Aspect, I defy any one to convict me of having 
Mtered one syllable in praise of the good roast beef 
^ Old England, since the conspiracy fet on foot 
kjr the Creolian epicures totally to banish it our 
island. On the other hand, it is well known I have 
ken lately present at a tu rtle feast in person, and have 
It this very hour several more engagements upon 
^ bands. I have acquiesced likewise with great 
ttid sudden revolutions in dress, as well as taste : 
I have submitted, in opposition to the clamours of a 
Bomerous party, to dismantling the intrenchments 
of the hoop, on a tacit promise from m^ isAx coxixx-^ 
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try women (in compliance to the application of the 
young men) that they would leave the small of the 
leg at least as visible as before. I have made no 
objection to their wearing the cardinal, though it 
be a habit of popish etymology, and was, I am afraid, 
first invented to hide the sluttishness of French 
dishabille. Nay, I have even connived at the im- ;. 
portation of rovge, upon serious conviction that a ^ 
fine woman has an incontestible right to be mia- ^ 
tress of her own complexion; neither do I know %-. 
tliat we have any pretence to subject her to the ne- t 
cessity of telling us on the morrow, the late hours t 
she was under engagement to keep the night before; ^ 
a grievance, which, through the extreme delicacy f 
of her natural complexion, could no otherwise be I 
remedied. } 

My absolute compliance in so many important iu- ^ 
stances, will I hope secure me from any imputation \ 
of prejudice against the dominion of fashion, which i 
I am at last under the necessity of opposing, as it ■— 
has introduced under its sanction, one of the most 
dangerous and impolitic customs that was ever ad- - 
mitted into a commonwealth, which is the unnatu- 
ral and unconstitutional practice of inocula- 
tion. The evil tendency of this practice I have .— 
such unanswerable arguments to evince, as I doubt 
not will banish it our island, and send it back to the ^ 
confines of Circassia, from whence one could hardly 
suspect a lady of quality would have been so wicked 
as to have imported it. 

I nmst first premise, which is not greatly to its - 
credit, that it is of Turkish extraction; and (to 
speak as a inajij I profess I dread lest it should be 
a means of introducing, in these opera days, some - 
more alarming practices of the seraglio. 

It seems likewise, by the by, to strike at the be- i 
lief of absolute predestination ; for (as a zealous cid* < 
yinht gravely remarked") "\a \\. iv^X nviy'vj ^resuniptu- 



N«12r. WORLD. 128 

0U8 for a young lady to attempt securing not above 
twenty spots iti her face, when perhaps it is abso- 
lutelv decreed she shall have two hundred, or none 
at all? 

But to my first argument. The world, in gene- 
ral (for I pay no regard to what the author of the 
Persian letters asserts to the contrary) is certainly 
much over-peopled ; and the proofs of it in this me- 
tropolis, we cannot but visibly remark, in the con- 
stant labour of builders, masons, &c. to fit up ha^ 
bitions for the increasing supernumeraries. This 
inconvenience had in a great measure been hitherto 
prevented, by the proper number of people who were 
daily removed by the small-pox in the natural way ; 
cue, at least, in seven dying, to the great ease and 
convenience of ' the survivors ; whereas since ino- 
culation has prevailed, all hopes of thinning our 
people that way are entirely at an end ; not above 
(me in three hundred being taken off, to the great in- 
cumbrance of society. So tliat, unless we should 
q>eedily have a war upon the continent, we shall be 
in danger of bein^ eaten up with famine at home, 
through the multiplicity of our people, whom we 
have taken this unnatural method of keeping alive. 

My second argument was suggested to me by a 
very worthy country gentleman of my acquaintance, 
whom I met this morning taking some fresh air in 
the park. I accosted him with the free imperti- 
nence of a friend at the first interview. * What 
brought you to town, sir !' * My wife, sir (sa3rs he, in 
a very melancholy tone) my wife. It had pleased 
her, the first four years of our marriage, to live 
peaceably in the country, and to employ herself in 
letting out her table, visiting her neighbours, or at- 
tending her nursery ; and if ever a wish broke out 
after the diversions of the town, it was easily sooth- 
^ down again^ by my saying, with accents of ten- 
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derness, IMy dear, we would certainly see London 
this spring, but my last letters tell me, the small 
pox is very much there. But no sooner had she 
heard the fatal success of inoculation, than she 
insisted on the trial of it ; has succeeded ; and 
having baffled my old valuable argument to keep her 
in the country, has hurried me to town, and is now 
most industriously making up her four years loss of 
time at the abbey, by entering with the most cou- 
rageous spirit into every party of pleasure she can 
possibly partake of/ 

The inference I would make from my friend's 
story, is, no£ that the nation is deprived hereby of 
a convenient bugbear to confine ladies to the coun- 
try; an abuse, I would by no means countenance; 
but to shew only to our sagacious politicians, who 
are searching for more important reasons, that it is 
undoubtedly owing to the increase of inoculatio!?, 
together with the number of convenient turnpikes, 
that so many of our worthy country gentlemen have 
i^vacuated their hospitable seats, and roll away with 
safety and tranquillity to town, to the great diminu- 
tion of country neighbourhood, and the insuffera- 
ble incumbrance of all public places in this metro- 
polis. 

Another ill consequence of this practice I have 
remarked more than once, in walking round the 
circle at Ranclagh. Beauties are naturally disposed 
to be a little insolent ; and a consciousness of su- 
])erior charms, where the possession is confirmed 
to the party, is very apt to break out into little tri- I 
iiniphant airs and sallies of haughtiness towards 
those of avowed inferiority in that respect. Hence 
that air of deliance, so visible in the looks of our 
finest women, which in the last age was softened 
and corrected with some small traits of metkm?* 
iiiul timidity ; while the unhappy group of plaiii 
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women, >vho bear about them Uiose honourable 
scars for which they ought to be revered, can 
icarcely meet with a beauty who will drop them a 
curt'sy, or a beau who will lead them to their cha- 
riots. 

Neither do I think it for the advantage of a com- 
monwealth to be overstocked with bcjlutles. They 
are undoubtedly the most suitable furniture for pub- 
lic places, very proper objec.tR to embellish an as- 
wnibly room, and the prctliost points of view in 
the park; but it is believed by some, that your 
plain women, whose understandings are not per- 
verted by admiration, make the discrcctest wives, 
aud the best mothers : so that to secure a constant 
supply of (it and ugly women to act in these neces- 
sary capacities, this modern invention for the pre- 
servation of pretty faces ought no doubt to be abo- 
lished; since, on a just com])utalion, ten fine wo- 
men per annum (which we can never want in P2ng- 
land) will be sufiicient to entertain the beau mondc 
for a whole season, and compleatly furnish all tlie 
public places every night if properly disposed. 

I had some thoughts of laying these arguments 
against inoculation before the legislature, in 
hopes that they would strengthen them with their 
authority, and give them the sanction of a law 
against so pernicious an invention : but I was dis- 
couraged by a friend, who convinced me, that how- 
e^•e^ just I might be in my opinion, that our peo- 
ple were growing too numurous, and in the cause 
t» which I imputed it, the pernicious success of 
INOCULATION ; yet it miaht be impolitic to at- 
t<*mpt reducing them at this critical season, when 
the legislature may have occasion to dispose of them 
S'inie oth«yr way. He proposed to me, as the most 
effectual means of suppressing this growing evil, 
Uiat it should be recommended to «om^ x^iAv^>\% 
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and fashionable preacher to denounce hia anatl 
mas against it, which would not fail to deter all 
dies of quality from the practice of it. But I woi 
rather propose, tliat a golden medal should 
given by the college of physicians to the ablest 
the profession, wIk) should publish the compleat 
treatise to prove (as undoubtedly might be prove 
* That whatever distemper any person shall die 
at seventy years of age, must infallibly be owing 
his having been inoculated at seven: and tl 
every person who has had the small pox by in 
cuLATioN, may have it afterwards ten times in t 
natural way/ 
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Montaigne tells us of a gentleman of his cou: 
try, much troubled with the gout, who being a 
vised by his physicians to abstain from salt meal 
asked what else they would give him to quigrrel wi 
in the extremity of his fits ; for that he imagine 
cursing one minute the Bologna sausages, and an* 
ther tlie dried tongues he had eaten, was some m 
tigation of his pain. 

If all men, when they are either out of healt 
or out of humour, would vent their rage after tl 
manner of this Frenchman, the world would be 
much quieter one than we see it at present. B' 
dried tongues and sausages have no feeling of o\ 
displeasure ; therefore we reserve it for one an< 
ther : and he that can wound his neighbour in h 
fame, or sow the seeds of discord in his family, d* 
rives happiness to himself. 

I once knew a husband and wife, who withoi 
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having the least tincture of affection for each other, 
or any single accomplishment of mind or person, 
made a shift to live comfortably enough, by contri- 
buting equally to the abuse of their acquaintance. 
The consideration of one another's uneasiness, or 
what was still better, that it was in their power to 
inflict it, kept pain, sickness, and misfortune from 
touching them too nearly. They collected sepa- 
rately the scandal of the day, and made themselves 
company for one another, by consulting how they 
might disperse it with additions and improvements. 
I have known the wife to have been cured of a fit 
of the cholic, by the husband's telling her that a 
young lady of her acquaintance was run off with her 
fathers footman; and I once saw the husband sit 
mth a face of delight to have a tooth drawn, upon 
my bringing him the news that a very particular 
friend of his was a bankrupt in the Gazette. Their 
jbsses at cards were what chiefly tormented them ; 
not so much from a principle of avarice, as from 
the consideration that what They had lost, others 
had won ; and upon these occasions the family peace 
has been sometimes disturbed. But a fresh piece 
of scandal, or a new misfortune befalling any of the 
neighbourhood, has immediately set matters right, 
and made them the happiest people in the world. 

I think it is an observation of the witty and inge- 
nious author of Tom Jones (I forget his words) that 
the only unhappy situation in marriage is a state of 
indifference. Where people love one another, says 
he, they have great pleasure in obliging ; and where 
they hate one another, they have equal pleasure in 
tormenting. But where they have neither love nor 
hatred, and of consequence, no desire either to 
please or plague, there can be no such thing as hap- 
piness. That this observation may be true in ge- 
neral, I very readily allow ; yet I have instaueed ^ 
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couple who, though as indifferent to each of 
it was possible for man and wife to be, ba 
contrived to be happy through the misfortu 
their friends. 

But it is nevertheless true of happiness, thi 
principally to be found at home ; and therefo 
that in most families one visits, one sees tb 
band and wife (instead of contenting then 
with the miseries of their neighbours) mi 
plaguing one another : and after a succession 
putes, contradictions, mortifications, sneers, 
abuses, and sometimes blows, they retreat 
rately into company, and are the easiest anc 
santest people alive. 

That this is to be mutuallyhappy, I believe fe^ 
ried couples will deny ; especially if they hav 
together a fortnight, and of course are growi 
of obliging. But it has been very luckiJy dis 
ed, that as our sorrows are lessened by particij 
so also are our joys ; and that unless the pL 
of tormenting be confined entirely to one par 
happiness of either cau by no means be p 
The wife therefore of a meek and tender d 
tion, who makes it the study of her life to plea 
oblige her husband ; and to whom he is in< 
for every advantage he enjoys, is the fittest 
of his tyranny and aversion. Upon such a > 
may exert himself nobly, and have all the pi 
to himself ; but I would advise him to enjoy 
some little caution, because (though the i 
bills take no notice of it) there is really such 
ease as a broken heart ; and the misfortune ii 
there is no tormenting a dead wife. 

Happy is the husband of such a woman : f 
less a man goes into company with the cor 
pleasure of having left his wife miserable at 
bis temper may not be proof against every ac 
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lie may meet witli abroad ; but having first of all 
^tiacharged his spleen and ill-humour upon his own 
Gunily, he goes into company prepared to be pleas- 
ed and happy with every thing that occurs : or if 
crosses and disappointments should unavoidably 
faappen, he has a wife to repair to, on whom he can 
bestow with interest every vexation he has received. 
Thus it was honestly and wisely said by the old 
snjeant of seventy, who, when his officer asked him 
bow he came to marry at so great an age, answered, 
• ¥^y, and please your honour, they teaze and put 
me out of humour abroad, and so I go home and 
beat my wife/ And indeed happy is it for society 
that men have commonly such repositories for their 
iU-humours ; for I can truly assert, that the easiest, 
the best-natured, and the most entertaining man I 
know out of his own house, is the most tyrannical 
master, brother, husband, and father in the whole 
world; and who, if he had no family to make mi- 
ttrable at home, would be the constant disturber 
of every party abroad. 

But I am tSLT from limiting this particular privi- 
lege to the husband : the wife has it sometimes in her 
power to enjoy equal happiness. For instance, 
when a woman of family and spirit condescends to 
marry for a maintenance a wealthy citizen, whose 
delight is in peace, quietness, and domestic en- 
dearments ; such a woman may continually fill his 
house with routs and hurricanes; she may teaze 
and fret him with her superiority of birth; she may 
torment his heart with jealousy, and waste his sub- 
9tance in rioting and gaming, bhe will have one ad- 
vantage too over the male tyrant, inasmuch as she 
may carry her triumph beyond the grave, by mak- 
ing the children of her husband's footman the inhe- 
ritors of his fortune. 
I'UuSy as an advocate for matrimouj^ \\an^ ^xv- 
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tered into a particular disquisition of its priocip 
comforts ; and that no motives may be wanting t 
induce men to engage in it, I have endeavoured t 
shew that it is next to an impossibility for a coup] 
to miscarry, since hatred as well as love, and indi 
ference as well as either (I mean if people ba\ 
sense enough to make a right use of their friend 
misfortunes) is sufficient for happiness. Indeed 
is hard to guess, when one reads in the public pa 
pers that a treaty of marriage is on foot between th 
right honourable lord Somebody, and lady Bett 
Such-a-one, whether his lordship's and tlie lady 
passion be love or hatred : and, to say truth, it i 
of very little consequence to which of these pai 
Eions their desire of coming together is first owing 
it being at least six to four, that in the compass ( 
a month, they hate one another heartily. But h 
not this de:er any of my readers from entering int 
the state of matrimony ; since the pleasure ofobli^ 
ing the object of our desires, is at least equalled b 
the pleasure oi tormenting the object of our flrcr*io/i 
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I SHALL make no apology for the following misc( 
laneous letters, unless it be to the writers of thei 
for so long delaying their publication. 

To Mr. Fitz-Adam, 
Sir, 

The late earl Marshal applying to a bookseller 
Paris for some Knalish books, was answered b}' t 
Frenchman that he had none in his shop, except * 
petite bagatelle, called tlie Bible. Your reudeis v 
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|be informed, that this petite bagatelle, as the book* 
seller termed it, contains (among other matters) 
some little treatises of eastern wisdom, and parti- 
cularly certain maxims collected by one king Solo- 
.jqaon, of whom mention is made in Prior's poems. 
Solomon was, as Captain BlikfTsays of Scipio, a pret- 
±f fellow in his day, tliough most of his maxims have 
l>een confuted by experience. But I only make 
jmention of him, to shew how exactly the virtuous 
vooman of that monarch corresponds with the Jine 
fady of the present times. 

WHO can find a virtuous woman f says Solomon. 
JRy tlie way, he must have kept sad company, or 
^else virtuous voomen were extremely scarce in those 
clays ; for it will be no boast to say that five thou- 
sand virtuous women may be assemblexi at any time 
in this metropolis, on a night's warning. Solomon 
ciescribes the character so that it is not easy to mis- 
toke it. She bringcth her food from afar. That is 
to say, the tea-table of the virtuous woman is sup- 
plied with sugar and cordials from Barbadoes, and 
'With tea from China ; the bread and butter and scan- 
dal only being the produce of her native country. 
^he riseth whilst it is yet night. This cannot lite- 
rally be said of our modern virtuous women ; but one 
may venture to assert, that if to rise while it is yet 
night, be the chanicteristic of virtue, to sit up the 
Vihole night, and thereby have no occasion for ris- 
ing at all, must imply no ordinary measure of 
goodness. She strengtheneth her arms. This is a 
circumstance of some delicacy : such mysteries suit 
not the vulgar ear. The husband of the virhious 
woman may say, as the poet says of friendship with 
the great, expertus metuit. She maketh herself co- 
vtrings of tapestry ; her cloathing is silk and purple;. 
This plainly indicates that no lady can be consum- 
mately virtuous, unless she wear brocaded silks, and 
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ritliiiiKft of f'Vctirli ctiiliriiidrry. To thrift Hokitnon, 
with all ilir iirriirury of it tin-woiimii, mUU purpla 
rililiiui*!. '1 hiN |iiiNf«Mg«* iH huhh* to niiMiiipliration; 
hilt the wfinU mHc manrtii krrarif cwrnngM^ tnraii 
not tliiif II ^ittuouM MiiiHiin iiiiihI of iK^rniity Im ft 
woik wtuniiii ; ^l mtikr^ iiiff.nifirii tooccamtm tit mdt' 
itifi of an If ihifif^ : thiin ii ihtmui ih unid in make init* 
rtAt, whr-ii III iMith, it IH not lir, hut hit monfty that 
iiiiiki N the iiitrrrM. 'rhim AiigllNtiiii fought Iwttlci 
hy I'Mixy; iiiifl thiin liiiiiiy n«iip(*('tlihh? |>f«rMiliftgi4 
\nyy\ rhilihf'ii. Sii thiit ii xiriuouM wman uvvA wi 
riiihioidn 111 pciHoii: h'i h«TfM/v for tho work iha 
lM*<<)i«'iik's iiiid no iitort' in nM|iiin><l. iirr knahandii 
kmmn in t/ir ^tttrM. Mom* tiniv<Tfiitlly known hy liil 
ichition to hiH wilr, thiiii hy hiN own nmnif. Thus 
>oii iirr loM lit )Mthhi' phifTN, 'ThiitiH MrN.Surh-ft- 
onc'n hiiritiuhcl, or ht* thiit niarri(Ml l«a<ly Hurh-ft 
our.' lir kitttth aniiniff thr rltlrrn of thr land. At 
Whifr'u, wlit-ir thi* I'ldciH of the land uincnibla 
lhriii".rlvr«i. 

I.f'l iiH* tidd one iiioif iiiHtiiiirt! of tluf aiinilittida 
lirt^^i'i'ii u ftnv iudu and thr xirtmniM wimian of Solo* 
iiioh, mid I hiivcfiohc. Whrii a hidy rcturiiH hofitc^ 
at i\\r ill the tiioiiiii% from th(! nocturnal inyiitii- 
iH'H tti hi-ii|/., how iiiiiNl thr licart of hnr hunuiiiid 
rxidt, whi'ii he mcch hrr lhiinlK*aux rivalling tlia 
li;.'ht of thr nitii t May \iv not ( ry out in iho wurdl 
oi tlic ciiHtfi'ii iiHMiiiM'h, lilrMMrtl m Iht virtuuvs vtO' 
fnan ; livr aimllr fourth nut out hy ni^kt ^ 
I itiii Si a, 

Your mott huinblr Mcrvant. 

Ml. Tit/ Aimm, 

I ha VI' hiid iIm* honour ol' flitting Hi \\\i*. three htflt 

|)(tihiiiiH'iil*i - Ini UM it wiiH alwayn my opinion that 

tin lioiir<:l tiitiii r.liDiild Niicrificr irvrry priviilr: con- 

$/duutiuii to the scvvio: of Uih counliy, I rpaji*(| 
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no expence at my elections, nor afterwards to sup- 
port an interest in my borough, by giving annuities 
to half the corporation, building a town-hall, a 
market-house, a new steeple to the church, tc^ether 
with a present of a ring of bells, that used to stun 
me with their noise. To defray all tliese expences, 
I was obliged to mortgage my estate to its full va- 
lue, excepting only two thousand pounds, which 
sum I took up against the last general election, and 
went down to my borough, where I was told there 
would be an opposition. What I heard was true ; an 
absolute stranger had declared himself a candidate ; 
and though I spent every farthing of my two thou- 
sand pounds, and was promised the votes and inte- 
rest of the mayor and corporation, they every man 
)f them went against me, and I lost my election. 

As I have now no opportunity of serving my 
country, and have a wife and seven small childreu 
o maintain, I have been at last concerting mea- 
lures how I might do a small service to myself: and 
IS there are many worthy gentlemen at present in the 
(ame unfortunate situation, I cannot think of a better 
UEpedienty than to recommend to the parliament at 
iheir next meeting, the passing an act for raising a 
imd towards the building and endowing an hospital 
or the relief and support of decayed members. 
[ mention it thus early, because I would give the le- 
[islature time to deliberate upon such a proposal. 
Vnd surely, Mr. Fitz-Adam, if the loss of a limb 
ball be sufficient to entitle the meanest soldier or 
ailor in the service to this privilege, how much 
aore worthy of relief is the disabled patriot, who 
as sacrificed his family and fortune to the interest 
>f his country. 
Your inserting this letter will greatly oblige, sir. 

Your very humhh servant y 
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P. 5. All gentlemen residing in towr 
lost their fortunes by former parliament 
elections in thi^ are desired to meet o 
the 21st of this instant June, at three o'c 
afternoon, at the cat and bagpipe in St 
consider of the above proposal, or oi 
ways and means for their immediate sup 

N, B. A dinner will be provided at 
a head. 

Sir, 

The prostitution of character^, ^ven i 
bad servants, has been long a grievance, 
the attention of the public. Give n 
awaken it, by a specimen from my 
rience. 

Some time since, an old servant lef 
short notice. I had anotlier recommenc 
honest, by a neighbouring family, who 
served. As I was pressed for time, I too 
that single qualification in lieu of all th< 
relying upon the repeated assurance of h 
reposed an entire confidence in him. I 
tie time, however, finding an increase of 
the articles under his particular managei 
covered upon observation, that the per 
rather plunder of his province, had b 
doubled. His dismission, you may imagi: 
and complaint to tlie persons who had re 
ed him. The answer was, that they ki 
be a sad fellow, by the tricks he had pli 
but that they would not say a word of 
they thought it wicked to hinder him of a 

Now, Mr. Fitz-Adam, I conceive it 1 
uicked world, when gentlemen will help t 
robbers to get into people's houses; i 
take fur the future a bare acquittal ; 
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Bailey, as a better recommendation than that of such 
a friend. 

I am, Sir, 

Your humble servant j 

A. B. 

I The abuse complained of by this correspondent 
is of too serious a nature to be passed over slightly. 
It is to this mistaken compassion that the disorder- 
ly behaviour of servants is, perhaps, principally 
owing : for if the punishment of dishonesty be only 
a change of place (which may be a reward, instead 
of a punishment) it ceases to be a servant's interest 
to be true to his trust. 

This prostitution of characters (as my correspon- 
dent calls it) is grown so common, that a servant 
after he has committed the most palpable robbery, 
for which you are turning him out of doors, and 
which would go near to hang him at the Old Bailey, 
looks composedly in your face, and very modestly 
hopes that you will not refuse him a character, /br 
Hutt you are too worthy a gentleman to be the ruin of 
f foor servant^ who has nothing hut his character to 
iq^tud intan for bread. So away he goes, and you 
ire reailyk so very worthy a gentleman, as to as- 
lure the first person who inquires about him, that 
he is a sober, diligent, and faithful servant. Thus 
ire you accessary to the next robbery he commits, 
ind ought, in my humble opinion, to be deemed 
little less than an accessary b^ the law: for the 
servant who opens the door of his master's house to 
the thief that plunders it, differs from you only in 
the motive ; the consequences are the same. 

I have said in a former paper, that the behaviour 
of servants depends in a great measure on that of 
their masters and mistresses. In this instance, I 
IjQ sure it does : I shall therefore conc}ude this p^v- 
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characters, b^rethey allow I to ^Adtss 



against iKilofieit /Oerva&tB^ 
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WHXirjroiirfirBtWoiit!] iideUsapi|^ioa^^ 

just enteringintOy trhatis cidlecH ooute lilfey *»! !fil 

migbtily pleased at vour promufi^lo' diftM^ ^"^^ 

maids how to get huflSands. I'wto thtidititfl^ 

liot disagreeable^ in n^ peilsOn; And frf tfiii 

care of mdulgent parentB,had been instructed ii 

the necessaiy accompli^mients totirards idaKifljf| 

good wife, a good mother, and a sincen friend. J 

resolved to keep strictly to all the, rules you shqitt 

prescribe, and did not doubt but by the time I ^ 

twenty, I should have choice of admirei^, or ver 

probably be married. But, would you believe it 

I have not so much as one man, who makes aii 

sort of pretensions to me. I am at a loss fb accoui 

ibr this, as I have not been guilty of any of thcN 

errors, which you and all sober men exclaim i 

much against : I hate routs, seldom touch a car 

and when I do, it is more to oblige others than m; 

self. Plays are the only public amusements I fin 

quent; but I go only to good ones, and then alwa 

in good company. — i)on't think by good compan] 

mean qhality: for I assure you, I never go to ai 

public place but with people of unexceptional 

character. My complexion is of the olive kin 

. yet I have the assurance to shew my bare fa< 

tliough I have been often told it is ver}- indecoi 
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rever, to atone in some measure for tliis neglect, 
ver am seen without a handkerchief, nor with 
petticoats above my shoes, 
hough my fortune is rather beyond what is 
id genteel, I never run into any extravagancy 
ress ; and to avoid particularity, am never the 
nor the last in a fashion. I am an utter enemy 
candal, and never go out of a morning either to 
ions, or the park. If by chance I am alone 
hole afternoon, I am never at a loss how to 
id my time, being fond of reading. I have an 
rsion to coquetry, yet am the cheerfuUest crea- 
I living, and never better pleased than when 
ing in a country dance, which I can do for a 
Ae night together, without either falling in love 
1 my partner, if agreeable, or quarrelling with 
if aukward. 

rirls may pretend to deny it, but certainly the 
>le tenor of their actions leads to the disposing 
hemselves advantageously in the world. Some 
about it one way, and some another; all of 
n chusing what they think the most likely me- 
i to succeed. Now I am sure, when they pur- 
a wrong one, that nine times in ten it is owing 
he men; for were they to admire women for 
ue, prudence, good-humour and good sense, as 
I as beauty, we should seek no other ornaments. 
i men ought to set the example, and then re- 
rd those who follow it, by making them good 
{bands. But instead of this, they make it their 
dness to turn the heads of all the girls they meet ; 
ich when they have effectually done, they ex- 
im against the folly of the whole sex, and either 
eat us of our fortunes by marrying our grand- 
others, or die batchelo.rs. 

Now pray, Mr. Fitz-Adam, as this is the case, 
lat encouragement has a youn^ woman \.o ^«\. 

VOL. XXVJII, N 
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about improving lier mind ? I am sure in the small 
circle of my acquaintance, I have known several 
women who have reached their thirtieth year un- 
noticed, whose good qualities are such ofi would 
make it difficult to find men to deserve them. 

In public places, the coquet with a small share of 
beauty, and that perhaps artificial, shall with the 
most trifling conversation in the world, engross the 
attention of a whole circle ; while the woman of 
modesty and sense is forced to be silent, because 
she cannot be heard. Thus when we find that it is 
not merit which recommends us to the notice of 
the men, can it be wondered at, that while we are 
desirous of changing our conditions, we try every 
innocent artifice to accomplish our designs? 

As to myself, I have a great respect for the mar- 
ried state ; but if I cannot meet with a man that 
will take me just as nature, has formed me, I will 
live single for ever: for it has been always a rule 
with me, never to expect the least advantage from 
the possession of any thing, which is not to be at- 
tained but at the expence of truth. 

I am not so vain, Mr. Fitz-Adam, as to imagine 
this letter will merit a place in your paper ; all I 
desire is, that you will oblige me so far as to write 
a World upon the subject: and might I advise, 
let the women alone, and apply yourself entirely to 
the reformation of the men : for when once they 
begin to cherish any thing valuable and praise- 
worthy in themselves, you will soon find the wo* 
\uen to follow their example. 

I am, Sir, 

Your constant reader and admirer, 

M.S. 
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Mr. Fitz-Adam, 

You have often animadverted on the present 
fashionable indecencies of female dress : but I wish 
you would please now and then to look a little at 
home, and bestow some of your charitable advice 
upon your own sex. 

You are to know, sir, that I am one of three old 
maids, who, though no relations, have resolved to 
live and die together. Our fortunes, which singly 
are but small, enable us, when put together, to live 
genteelly, and to keep two maids and a footman. 
Patrick has lived with us now going on of six years, 
^nd^ to do him justice, is a sober, cleanly, and dili- 
gent servant: indeed, by studying our tempers, 
and paying a silent obedience to all our whims 
(for we do not pretend to be without whims) he 
has made himself so useful, that there is no doing 
without him. We give him no livery, but allow 
him a handsome sum yearly for cloaths ; and to 
say the truth till within this last week, he has 
dressed with great propriety and decency; when all 
at once, to our great confusion and distress, he has 
had the assurance to appear at the sideboard in a 
pair of filthy Nankin breeches, and those made to 
fit so extremely tight, that a less curious observer 
might have mistaken them for no breeches at all. 
The shame and confusion so visible in all our faces, 
one would think, should suggest to him the odious- 
ness of his dress; but the fellow seems to have 
thrown off every appearance of decency : for at tea- 
.table, before company, as well as at meals, we are 
forced to endure him in this abominable Nankin, 
pur modesty all the time struggling with nature, to 
efface the ideas it convejrs. 

For the first two days, though we could think of 
aothing else, shame kept .us silen^ even to ona 
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another: bat we eonld hdd OTt.no loDgBBs yet 
whattodeteniiiiieiieidier ofQikneir. Bitrieky «t 
I told yea before, was a oood tervaiit, and to tam 
him 9m9j for tLtia^ firatt, wbaii • Ast fi^t wouli 
in all probabiHty be ramadied by awoad!^«paah- 
ing, w^mmd ta lie canyii^s Jthe matler a Mtllaeaa 
fjEir. But. which of as was to spcair to Unu'waa #e 
grand qmestkm. The word'fareadna (tiMN^>IaHi 
prevailed upon tQ write it) was tooooana tobcrpiw* 
nounced;- and to say, ^Patrick^ we dopfl fika 
dress/ or < Pray, PateictvdieBS ifranolliar 
was laying usnttdsrajieceasity ofpoiotiMlift^ 
breecl»ell^ to make onisdves nadentoodp MordH 
it seem Bit aUadviseabk to set etdier Betfry er Bfam- 
nah upon doing it, as it migjht possifa^ mwar flnm 
into exptonstioBi^ thatmig^ be alteaded wilfc tiny 
puaJing, if pot dangerans coaaeMisnccs; 

exigence, and not knowing whidi wa^ t6 look wben- 
ever Patrick was in the room, nerdanngto shut oar 
eyjes, or turn our backs upon him, for fear of Ins 
discovering the cause; it occurred to me^ that if I 
could muster up courage to inform Mr. Fits-Adsai 
of our distresses, (for we constantly take m tte 
WoelD, of idiich Patrick is abo a ressder) it mi^ 
be a means of relieving us from thispef^etoalbhw-' 
ing and oonfosion. Ifyoa walk abroad in tibeaMW* 
ing, or are a frequenter of auctions, yon camMK bal 
have taken notice of this odious fesldon. But IshooM 
like it better, if you were to pass your censure upon 
Nankin breeches in genend, than to have those af 
our Patrick taken notice of particulaity; h owna^ 
I leave it entirely to your own choice'; and whal» 
ever method you may take to discountenance Iha 
vrearing of them, will be perfectly agreeable to, 

Sin, Your most htmhle serotmtf 

PUXSCIJLLA Cnosa^sTiTCSr 
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Tlie case of this lady and her companions is so 
exceeding critical, that for fear Patrick should be 
backward at taking a hint, I have thought it the 
wisest way to publish her letter just as I received 
it : and if after this day, Patrick should again pre- 
sume to appear before his ladies, cased in Nankin, 
I hereby authorize Mrs. Betty or Mrs. Hannah to 
burn his breeches wherever they can find them. 
• To be serious upon this occasion, I have often 
looked upon this piece of naked drapery as a very 
improper part of dress : and as such I hereby de- 
clare, that after tliis present 26th day of June, it 
shall be a capital offence against decency and mo- 
desty, for any perfon whatsoever to be seen to wear 
it. , 

N, B, All canvas or linen breeches come within 
the ad. 
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The conversation happening a few evenings ago, to 
turd upon the different employments of mankind, 
we fell into the consideration how ill the various 
parts of life are generally suited to the persom who 
appear in them. This was attributed either to their 
own ambition, which tempts them to undertake a 
character they have not abilities to perform with 
credit, or to some accidental circumstance, which 
throws them into professions contrary-, perhaps, 
both to their genius and inclination. All were una- 
nimous in blaming those parents, who force their 
children to enter into away of life contrarv to their 
natural bent, which generally points out the em- 
ployment that is best adapted to their capacities. 

k51 
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To this wc in a great tneasii re ascribed the slow pro- 
gress uf 'j.rts and sciences, Uie frequent failures aud 
miscarriages of life, and many of those desperate 
acts wiiicii art* often Uie consequences of tliem* 

This conversation curried us through the greatest 
part of Uie evening, till the company broke up and 
retired to rest. Rut the wratlier being hot, aud my 
senses perfectly awake, I found it impossible to 
give way to slefcp; so that my thoughts soon re- 
turned to tlie lute subject of the evenine's enter* 
tainmcnt. I recollected many instances ol this mis- 
application of purts,iuid compassionated the unh^pv 
effects of it. I reflected that as all men have dif- 
ferent ideas of pleasures and honours, diflerent views, 
inclinallons, and cupaeitics; yet all concur in a 
desire of pleasing and excelling; if that principle 
were applied to ihe pro])er point, and every one 
employed himself agreeably to his genius, what a 
wonderful effect would it soon have in tlie world ! 
With how swift a progress would arts and sciences 
f;row up to perfection ! And to what an amazhig 
height would all kind of knowledge soon be car- 
ried! Men would no longer drudge on with dis- 
taste and mumiuring in a study they abhor; but 
every one would pursue witli cheerfulness his pro- 
per calling; business would become the highest 
pleasure; diligence would be too universal to be 
esteemed a virtue ; and no man would be ashamed 
of an employment, in which he appeared to advan- 
tage. 

While my mind hung upon these reflections, I 
imperceptibly dropt asleep. But my imagination 
surviving my reason, I soon entered into a dream, 
which (though mixed with wild flights and absur- 
dities) bore some analogy to my waking thoughts* 
1 fancied myself still rcflcding on the same sub- 
ject, when 1 was suddenly snatched up into the air, 
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and presentl)^ found myself on the poet's Olympus, at 
the right hand of Jupiter ; who told me, that heap- 
proved my thoughts, and would make an imme- 
diate experiment of the change I had been wishing 
for. 

He bad no sooner pronounced these words, than 
I perceived a strange hurry and confusion in the 
lower world: all mankind was in motion, preparing 
to obey the tremendous nod. 

Multitudes of the nobility began to strip them- 
selves of their robes and coronets, and to act in the 
different capacities of horse-jockies, coachmen, tay- 
Jors, fidlers, and merry-andrews. I dirjtiiignished 
two or three great personages, who hud dressed 
themselves in white waistcoats, and wiili nupkins 
wrapped about their heads, and aprons tucked round 
their waists, were busied in several great kitchens, 
making considerable improvements in the noble art 
of cookery. A few of this illustrious rank, without 
quitting their honourable distinctions, applied them- 
selves to enlarging the discoveries, cnliglitening the 
understandings, rectifying the judgments, refining 
the tastes, polishing the manners, improving the 
hearts, and by all possible methods promoting the 
interests of their fellow-creatures. 

I saw reverend prelates, who, tearing off their 
lawn, put themselves into red coats, and soon ob- 
tained triumphs and ovations; while others dwindled 
into parish clerks, and village pedagogues. But I 
observed with pleasure several of that sacred order 
in my own country, who appeared calm aud un- 
changed amidst the general bustle, and seemed to 
be designed originally to do honour to their exalted 
stations. 

There were several grave old men, who threw off 
their scarlet robes, and retired to religious houses. 
I saw with wonder some of these deserted robes put 
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on by private gentlemen, who, lost in retirement 
and reserve, were little imagined to be qualified for 
such important posts. But what more astonished 
me was to see men of military rank throwing away 
their regimentals, and appearing with much better 
grace in longer suits of scarlet. Some gentlemen of 
the robe, whom I had always regarded with respect 
and reverence, seemed now more awful and re- 
spectable than ever : one in particular, greatly sur- 
prised me, by quitting the seat of judgment, which 
he had long filled with universal applause, till I saw 
him entering a more august assembly, and after- 
wards passing to the cabinet of his prince, from 
whence he returned to the great hall, where first I 
observed him, and convinced me of the extent of his 
abilities, by appearing equally capable in all his em- 
ployments. 

I saw in a public assembly a junto of patriots^ 
who while they were haranguing on the corruption 
and iniquity of the times, broke oft' in the middle, 
and turned stock-jobbers and pawn-brokers, A 
group of critics at the Bedford coffiee-house were in 
an instant converted into haberdashers of small- 
ware in Cheapside. Translators, commentators, and 
polemic divines, made for the most part wry good 
coblers, gold-finders, and rat-catchers. The chariot 
of a very eminent physician was transformed all at 
once into a cart, and the doctor to an executioner, 
fa.st(uiing a halter round tlie neck of a criminal. 1 
saw two very noted surgeons of my acquaintance in 
Ijliie sleeves and aprons, exerting themselves notably 
in a slaughter-house near the Victualling-office. A 
reverend divine, who was preaching in the fields to 
a numerous audience, recollected himself on a sud- 
den, and producingaset of cups and balls, performed 
fovcral very dextrous tricks by sliglit of hand. The 
prt^tty gentlemen were every where usefully em^ 
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aflfairs, and the occupations of the needle or the 
toilette. But it was with a secret pride that I ob- 
served a few of my dear countrj'-women quit their 
dressing-rooms and card- assemblies, and venture 
into the public^ as candidates for fame and honours. 
One lady in particular, forced by the sacred impulse, 
I saw marching with modest composure to take pos- 
session of the warden's lodgings in one of our col- 
leges; but observing some young students at the 
gate, who began to titter as she approached, she 
blushed, turned from them with an air of pity un- 
mixed with contempt, and retiring to her beloved 
retreat, contented herself with doing all the good 
that was possible in a private station. 

The face of affairs began now to be very much al- 
tered : all the great offices of state were filled with 
able men, who were equal to the glorious load; 
w liich they accepted for the good of their country, 
not for their own private emolument. Bribery and 
corruption were at length happily banished from all *t 
conimonwealtlis ; for as no man could be prevailed »- 
on to accept of an employment, for which he was not - 
every way qualified, merit was the only claim to ^r- 
promotion. £ 

I 'niversal peace and tranquillity soon ensued. Arti ^ 
and sciences daily received astonishing improve- |fc- 
nients. All men were alike emulous to excel in ir. 
something ; and no part was dishonourable to one *'. 
who adcd well. In short, the golden age of tlie > 
poets seemed to be restored. • 

But while I was reflecting with joy and admira- 
tion on these glorious revolutions, the tumult oft: 
midnight broil awaked me ; and I found myself in •; 
world, as full of folly and absurdity as ever it was. -z 
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influenced t)y arguments from revelation. To prove 
natural religion by revelation (which can itself be 
erected on no other principle) they will call but 
fantastic reasoning in a circle. Revelation, they 
will say, presupposes the following truths, and 
depends upon their certainty; that there is a God, 
and that such evidences of his goodness and other 
attributes are discovered from his works, as in rea- 
son should induce us to rely with confidence on 
those oracles delivered to us as his word. 

Other writers, who have undertaken a defence of 
Providence, attempt it in a difterent manner. They 
affirm it is vain presumption to imagine Man the 
final end of the creation, who may be formed sub- 
sorxnently to nobler orders and systems of being: 
and that God governs by general, not particular 
laws ; laws that respect our happine^ as a commu- 
nity, not as individuals. But the same objedors 
will again reply, tiiat it is inconsistent with our idea 
of a Being infinitely good, to conceive him deter- 
mining any creature to misery, however inferior in 
the order of general nature, or however formed- re- 
latively to superior beings and systems. Tliey will 
think it not more reconcileable with our idea of a 
lieing infinitely wise, to imagine him incapable of 
accommodating laws, however general, to the in- 
terest of every particular. They will desire an ex- 
planation how laws can respect the happiness of any 
system, which are ;Bupposed too generally to be 
productive of misery, even to the most valuable in- 
dividuals that compose it. 

This argument, drawn from tlie government of 
God V)y general, not particular laws, seems by no 
means to have been attended with the success it. 
was entitled to : and it appears to have failed of 
this end, not from a defect in the argument itself, 
but either because it has been ill understood, or not 
7 
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arsaed to ifcs full extent. When unbelievers de- 
aim against the supposed unequal distribution of 
lings, they in consequence condemn the general 
.ws from which they proceed. To reply then that 
OD governs by general, not particular laws, is a 
^petition only of the foundation of their com- 
laints, not an answer to them. There is another 
listake iu the management of this argument. In 
18 consideration of the excellence of human laws, 
e are not content with viewing them intrinsically 
I themselves; but compare them with the parti- 
jlar country, temper," manners, and other circum- 
Ances of that people for whom they are intended, 
fow in the consideration of divine laws, we have 
ot pursued the same method ; and for this reason^ 
mong others, unbelievers have triumphed in the 
aagined weakness of one of the noblest arguments 
lat has ever been employed in the noblest of 
iuses, a defence of Providence. 
God governs by general, not particular laws, be- 
iuse the former alone are adapted to the condition 
f human kind. In this imperfect state we are en- 
rely unacquainted with the real nature of those 
eings which surround us. We are ignorant from 
hat principle or internal constitution they derive a 
ower of operating on other beings, or in what man-^ 
er the operation is performed. We have no know- 
jdge of causes but in their effects, and in those ef- 
icts alone, which are grossly visible to our material 
rgans. We suppose the same effects invariably 
roduced from the same causes, except where a mi- 
iculous power interposes, and supersedes for a 
loment the general course of nature, which re- 
imes its former constancy, when the superior in- 
uence that controuled it is removed. Such rare 
KCeptions do not perplex our conduct, which is 
igulated by the general rule ; but to destroy this 

VOL. XXVIH. « 
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general order as frequently as the imagined interest 
of individual seems to us to require it, is to con- 
found human knowledge,- and, in consequence, hu- 
man action. The husbandman commits his seed to 
the ground, with a presumption that the eartli re- 
tains all those powers which promc^te vegetation, 
lie concludes that the seasons wiir return in their 
stated order; that the sun will warm and invigorate, 
where it shines, and showers cool and refresh, where 
they fall, as in ancient times. Certain established 
properties in matter, and certain established laws of 
motion, are presumed in the meanest mechanical 
operation, nay, in the least considerable actions of 
our lives. 

Let us represent to ourselves such a system of 
things existing, as, in the opinion of an objector to 
the present, would justify our conceptions of a mo- 
ral Supreme Being, Let us imagine every element 
and power of nature, in the minutest as well iiij the 
greatest instaitces, operating to the })reservation and 
advantage of the good ; and, on the contrary, con-? 
curring to produce mibcry and debtruction to the 
wicked. The ^ood man inhabits a house with "reat 
sfcurity, whose walls decline near two feet from the 
perpendicular. lie falls asleep with a lighted can- 
dle at the bed-side, and the flame it produces, though 
sutficient to consume the dwelling of the wicked, 
plays but as a lambent vapour on his curtains. He 
diinks a glass of aqua-fortis, by mistake, for the 
same quantity of chanij;agne, and find it only an in- 
nocent enlivcner of his s})irits. The heats of sum- 
mer, and the frosts of winter, occasion the same 
agreeable sensations, Rich wines and poignant sau- 
ces attenuate his juices, and re(?Hfy the scorbutic 
habit of his body. The bad man, on the other hand, 
experiences very opposite (Mi'eets. lie sits frozen 
w nil cold over tiiat lire which conirauuicates warmth 
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> tlie rest of the company at the extremity of the 
)oni. At another lime he scalds hie fingers by 
p'piiig them into cold water. A bason of broth, 
• ricG-niilk, intoxicates his brain. lie accjuircs 
le stone and a coaipUcatiou of distempers from a 
;getable diet : aud at last concludes a miserable; 
iing, by piissing under an arrh of solid stom?, 
hich his own iniquities draw down upon his head. 
Let us rest a moment to express our admiratiou 
■ such a system, «.nd then Inquire how the bulk of 
ankind, neither perfect saints nor desperate £in- 
^rs, biit .partaking generally of the qualities of 
)th, shall regulate their conduct in conturmuytp 
. Prom a confidence in their integrity, .shall lliey 
habit houses that are nodding to their ruin ; or 
om a xlistrust of their virtues, be afraid to veuturje 
temselves under the dome of St. Paul's? Shall 
iey practise regularity and exercise, as wholesoma 
lies of life ; or indulging themselves in indolence, 
iraUow every day gallons of claret as the grand 
ixir? Shall tiiey remain undetermined whether 
e centre of an ice-house, or the chimney-corner, 
the more comfortable situation in the Christmas 
)lidays ? And shall they retreat in the dog-days 
» oool shades and rumiiug streams; or covering 
lemselves with surtouts, hurry away to the sweat- 
g-rcxoms of bagnios:? 

To such inconvenient conclusions are the persons 
iduced, whose .narrow views, and narrower preju- 
ces, furnish tlieni with complaints against the pre- 
liling system.; which is wisest and best, because 
;test for mankind, to whose wants it is accommo- 
ited, and Mo whose faculties it is proportioned. 
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No. 133. THURSDAY, JULY 17, 1755. 



T'here is nothing in this world that a man places 
so high a value upon, or that he parts with so re- 
luctantly, as the idea of his own consequence. 
Amidst care, sickness, and misfortune ; amidst dan- 
gers, disappointments, and death itself, he holds fast 
this idea, and yields it up but with his last breath, 

Happy indeed would it be, if virtue, wisdom, and 
superior abilities of doing good, were the basis 
of our consequence; but the misfortune is, we 
are generally apt to place it in those very qualities 
for which the thinking part of mankind either hate 
or despise us. The man of pleasure derives his coK- 
SEQUENCE from the number of women he has ruin- 
ed ; the man of honour, from the duels he has 
fought; the country squire, from the number of bot- 
tles he can drink ; the man of learning, by puzzling 
you with what you do not understand ; the igno- 
nint man, by talking of what he does not under- 
stand himself; my lady's woman, by dressing like 
a person of quality ; and my lady herself, by ap- 
pearing in clothes unworthy of one of her house- 
maids. 

Those, who in their own situations, are unfortu- 
nately of no CONSEQUENCE, are catching at every 
opportunity that oft'ors itself to acquire it. Thus 
the blockhead of fortune llies from the company 
that would improve him, to be a man of coxsr.- 
Qi'ENCE among tlio vulgar: while the independent 
citizen gives uj) the ease and enjoyment which lie 
would lind in the company and conversation of his 
ripiJils, to be mortified by the pride and arrogance 
of hi.s superiors at the other end of the town, in 
order to be a man of co^' sequence at his return. 
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I pemember «n anabuptiet taylor in theoity, who, 
to ^mcike iumself a man of cok«£<mj£NCE, naed to 
boajBt to his customers, that however silent histony 
.ha<l been upon aoertain affair, he could affirm upon 
his credit, that the man in the mafik who cut off king 
Charle&'s .head, was his own grandfather. I knew 
also a shoe-boy at Cambridge, when I was a student 
>ftt 'St. Jc^tm's, who w$£ afterwards transported for 
•picking (pockets, but who having at his return com* 
•meuced gamester, and of course made himself com* 
ipony ibr gendcmen, used always .to preface what he 
had to say with, * I remember when I was abroad, 
or when I was eiicoUege,' But even a more ridicu- 
lous instance than this, is in an old gentlewoman who 
has .lately taken a igairet at my barber's ; this lady 
•(whose l&.ther^ it seems, was a justice of the quorum) 
constantly sits three whole hours every evening 
^cver a halfpenny roll and a fartliing's worth of cheese, 
hecawe it was the custom of -her family, she says, to 
•^ne slate, and sit a long while. This kind of cox- 
.0<£QU& NCE was very happily ridiculed by Tom 
Siangbterllie butcher, at Newmarket. Everybody 
ikiiows that Tom's 'father was a gentleman who ran 
through a very good estate by cocking and horse- 
racing. Tom being asked, last meeting, by one who 
-faadikiiown him in his prosperity, how he could de* 
ecend to so low a calling as that of a butcher, an- 
swered, * Why, you Iknow, sir, our family always 
took apride in ^killing their own mutton/ 

That this affectation of consequence is the most 
ridiculous of all vanities, every body will allow. But 
where men of real worth in all other respects are 
possessed of it, or where persons in great and ho- 
nourable stations render themselves and their em- 
plo3anents contemptible by such affectation, it i» 
then fteriously to be lamented. . 

03 
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Our ancestors derived their consequence -from 
their independency ; and supported it by their inte- 
grity and hospitality. They resided upon their several 
estates, and kept open houses for their neighbours 
and tenants. Tliey exerted themselves in deeds of 
hardiness and activity ; and their wives and daugh- 
ters were modest and good housewives. 

There is an epitaph in Peck's xjollection of curious 
historical pieces, which (as that book is but in a few 
hands, and as I do not remember to have seen it 
in any other collection) I shall here transcribe, that 
our gentry of the present times may be instructed 
in the art of making themselves persons of real 
CONSEQUENCE. This epitaph (which for its natu- 
ral beauty and simplicity, is equal to any thing of 
the kind) was written in queen Elizabeth's time, 
upon that noble and famous knight, sir Thomas 
Scot of Scot's-hall, in the county of Kent, who 
died on the 30th day of December lof)^, and was 
buried in Bradborn church. His mother was the 
daughter of sir William Kempe. He served in many 
parliaments as knight of the shire for that county. 
In the memorable year 1588, upon the council's 
sending liim a letter on the Wednesday, acquainting 
him with the approach of the Spanish Armada, he 
sent four thousand armed men to Dover on the 
Thursday. The inhabitants of Ashford would have 
piiid the charges of his funeral, on condition that his 
coi |,se might have been buried in their church. 

EPITAPH. 

I. 
Here Vies Sir Thomas Scot by name; 

Oh hapie Kempe that bore him ! 
S r Uaynold, -ait h four knight :i of fame y 

Li/vd /j/ncal/i/ Lfforc him. 
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II. 

His wiefes were Baker, Heyman, Beere ; 

His love to them ujifayned. 
He lifvednyne and fijty yeare; 

And seventeen sowles he gayned. 

III. 
His first tcief hare them everie one ; 

The world inight not have myst her ! 
Shb xcas a verie paragon, 

The ladie Buckerst's syster. 

His tvidowe lyres in sober sort ; 

No matron more discreter. 
She still reteiynes a good repot tCy 

And is a great howsekeper, 

V. 

He (being calVd to special place) 

Did what might best behove him. 
The Q u B E N e o/" En g l a n d gave him grace ; ' 

The King o/*Heav'n did love him, 

VI, 

His men and tefiants waiVd the daye. 

His kinn and cvntrie cried ! 
Both younge and old in Kent may saye, 

Woe woorth the daye he died, 

VII. 

He made his porter shut his gates 

To sycophants and briebors ; 
And ope them wide to greate' estates. 

And alsoe to his neighbors. 

VIII. 

His hotis was rightly e termed hall. 

Whose bred and beef was redie, 
H wa^ a verie hospitall. 

And refuge for the needie. 
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IX. 

Trmiiwhcnce he never ^q^ aside y 

In •winter nor in somwer. 
In Christmas time he did provide 

Good cheer /or eveme comer, 

A'. 

IFhen any servis should be domL, 

He lyeked not fo hangar ; 
The rich woM ride, the poor Vioidd rimu 

If he held ^p hi^fingar, 

XI. 

He kept tall men, he ri/dd gr^at hors ; 

He did indite fiiostfinelye ; 
He us* d few words, but cold discours 

Both -wisely and dyvinelye* 

xu. 
His lyting meane, his charges great e. 

His daughters well besti/wed ; 
Althogh that he were lefte in debt, 

Injine he nothing owed ,; 

XIII. 

But died in lich and hapie state, 

Belovd of man and wmnan ; 
And (which is yeat much more than that) 

He was enxj/d of no nutti, 

XIV. 

Injustice he dyd much exctll, 

In law he never wrangled ; 
He loov'd rellygion wojidrous well, 

But he was not newfangled. 

XV. 

Let RoMXEY marsh, and DovtR sayt, 
Ask NoRBOiiN camp at leysucr. 

If he were woont to make delayer 
To do his cuntrie pleasure. 
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XVI. 

But Ash ford's proffer passeth all, 

It was both rare and gentle ; 
They wold have pa\fd his funer ally 

T' have tomb*d him in their temple. 

XVII. 

Ambition he did not regard^ 

No boaster, nor no bragger ; 
He /pent y andlooktfor no reward. 

He cold not play the bagger. 



No. 134. THURSDAY, JULY 24, 1755. 



.N a former paper I attempted to prove that the 
aws must be general, not particular, which God 
jmploys in tlie government of mankind. Let us 
low examine a httle particularly, the nature of the 
!omplaints which these laws occasion, and consider 
low far the existence of a Providence is rendered 
)recarious by them. 

We lament that happiness and misery are very ir- 
egularly distributed among the good and bad : and 
/et, as it has been well observed, are by no means 
letermined in questions, very necessary to be pre- 
•isely settled, before we form this conclusion : as, 
vhat is the final and proper happiness of man ? And 
vho are the good, and who are the bad, that de- 
;erve to partake of it, or to be excluded from it ? 
rle is not a good man at Rome, who is 9, good man 
it London. Nay, in the same country, this sect 
idores him as a saint, whom another proclaims a 
ninister of darkness. The patriot of one party is 
;he rebel of the opposite one. The happiness then 
>r misery of such a person becomes very {ie<\v\^v\XV^'fc 
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at the same time, and in the very same place, both 
an argument .for the belief, and rejedion of a Pro- 
vidence. 

Again, the greatest part of the misfortunes .which 
afflict us, are concluded to arise from the action ol 
general laws ; wl;en, in reality, they proceed from 
our own wilful opposition to them, and refusal to 
accept them as the measure of our conduct. Ob- 
scure and limited as human reason is, it is sufficient 
to discover to us certain desirable ends, and cer- 
tain means fitted to produce them : ends not to be 
procured by the apph cation of different means, and 
means not adapted to procure different ends. Physi- 
cal causes produce physical, and moral causes moral 
effects. It is surely unreasonable to invert this order, 
and expect moral effects from physical causes, and 
physical effects from moral causes. It is unreason^ible 
to expect, that the virtues of a saint or martyr will 
secure us from the dangers of a well or precipice, 
if we advance to them with a bandage over our 
eyes. We should smile at the country gentleman's 
simplicity, who disbelieved a Providence, because 
fox-hunting, port and tobacco, were incapable of in- 
spiring him with the genius of Milton, or because Imj 
was unfurnished with the sagacity and penetration 
of Locke, after a dozen years attendance to every 
debate at the quarter-sessions. The epicure would 
be entitled to as little serious treatment, who em- 
braced the same atheistical tenet, l*ecause his streams 
did not flow with burgundy and champagne, or be- 
cause liaunchcs of venison, turtles, and turbots, did 
not rise as spontaneously from his hot-beds as 
mushrooms. We should treat such characters witli 
ridicule; but are others less ridiculous, who cx- 
})ect effects as disproportionate to their causes, as 
those just described ? Should the wise and good 
complain, that they are not rich and robust likt 
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vicked men; the reply is obvious: the 

procure wisdom and virtue are very dif- 
1 those that procure health and riches, 
juent that they are not in possession of 
n^l advantiu;es, when they have neglect- 
.;ral niethodb of acquiring them, which 
i« vahiable have pursued with success f 
iction against a Providence, that men do 
{grapes from tliorns, or figs from thistles ; 
fabon to be satisfied, while it is in their 
cceive theni from the plants proper to 
iction. 

allowed that on some occasions, with all 
tion, the order of nature may operate to 
mtage : the torn?nt may overwhelm, the 
mio, or the earthcpmke swallow us : but 

laws to be condcinmed, because in par- 
uires th(\v iiive us transi(»nt pain, or even 
our present state of being, which they 
ibuted to preserve in every period of it, 
ch not only our happiness, but our very 
as d(*pen<led ? It is a necessary condi- 
compound substance, like the material 
I, to besubje^b to dissolution, from oauses 

it, or united with its constitution. Does 
ivincing argument arise against a Provi- 

its dissolution at one season rather than 
)r from its dissolution by an external, ra^- 
an internal cause, which is as eflfectual 

though less precipitate in the means ? 
w cases (much fewer than are generally 
may possibly be stated, where, inthepre* 
lie nininent of niwerv to a faultless crca- 
excredingly overbalance the moment of 
Mia ; as when it is introduced into being' 
lities of body, too obstinate for tempe- 
discipline to correct, aud vflvx^Vi "raoA^x 
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it insensible to every enjopiient. But to solve these 
appearances, a well supported revelation, that in- 
structs us in the doctrine of a future state, may fitly 
be applied : for though revelation cannot serve as a 
basis to natural religion, on which it is only a super- 
structure, yet it may be extremely useful to reconcile 
the seeming inconsistencies of a system discovered 
to be good by arguments of another kind ; and rea- 
son will acquiesce in the truths it teaches, as agree- 
able to its own dictates. 

After premising tliese reflections, I may venture 
to make public the following letter from a very 
locirned female correspondent. 

Mr. Fitz-Adam, | 

It has been some «urprize to me, that in a paper / 
uliich St ems designed lo coiTCCt our judgments, and / 
reduce the influence of fashion, folly, prejudice, and 
pvission, you have never confuted a principle, which 
i^ a coniuosition of them all. I mean the belief cf 
a Providence. It answers indeed no individual pur- 
pose, except to countenance the insolence of our ^ 
parsons, who maintain it in deliance of the wisdom r 
of their superiors. I Wiis early initiated in that^/Sfr*/ ^ 
'philosophUi which explained the creation by a for- C 
tiiitous concoui-se of atoms. An infinite number i 
of })arcels, varied in shape, size and colour, and ^ 
embracing each other in all possible positions, i 
opened a scene as entertaining to my fancv as it .. 
w.is intelliviiV>le to mv understand inii. Mv brother 
wa> an able advocate for this opinion ; and his situ- 
ation in agaol, under the pressure of ill-health, loss 
of fortune, reputation and friends, furnished him with 
copious arguments to support it. A maiden aunt, 
indeed, who had the nianauejuent of mv education, 
was pt r})etualiy representinii h\^ prineij.les as impi- 
ous, and his argumenti> for them as absurd. She 
in^l^lOcl tliut his misU»rtuncs could be ascribed 
tu no olhcr cause Uiu.u Uuw^cll; that loss ui 
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reputation and friends wa» the natural conse- 
quence of a want of common honesty ; loss of 
fortune, of extravagance ; and lot's of health, of de- 
bauchery. I am ashamed to confess that these 
childish reasons had too nmch weight with me, and 
that I continued too long in a fluctualing sUit(^ be- 
tween truth and error. I thank Gad liowever, tliat my 
own misfortunes have taken olf the partial bias from 
my mind, and opened it to conviction and the rea- 
Mm of tilings. My beauty impaired, if not lost by 
the small-pox, the death of a favourite child, tha 
scantiness of my circumstances, and tiie brutality 
of my hiisband, have proved b<'yond (ixccption, that 
no moral Being presides over us. I shall not trou- 
ble you with a repetition of the same nonsense em- 
ployed against me, as b(. fon* against my brother, by 
the same, ancient la<ly. She concle.ded with ob- 
\ serving, that complaints of circumstances, and the 
h brutality of a husband, came with an inditferent 
I grace from a person, who, alter rejecting so many 
■f lidvaiitageous oilers, escaped from a window with a 
stranger she had scarcely t.een. Vou will do me 
the justice to believe, that my judgment on this oc- 
casion was regulated more by my own feelings, than 
-the eloquence of my aunt. My satisfaction is, that the 
^od lady, insensibly to herself, seems now becom- 
ing a convert to those opinions, which half her life 
bos been employed to confute. Some late circum- 
itances have indeed staggered her orthodoxy. She 
has made a new discovery, that she is consich.Tably 
turned of seventy, and feels the inlirmities, whicli 
accompany that season, making hasty advances to 
her. ller father confessor, and ancient admirer, 
the vicar of the parish, broke his leg not long since, 
tnd received other contusions, not yet nnuh.* pub- 
lic, by a fall from a vicious horse : and a lafly in 
'■^ i the neighbourhood, whom she Uua uvi\vi\ ^vi\^Nv;\jk 
j vgt. xxvxil. V 
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die insult of disputing formerly the precedence a 
church, is placed in a rank very superior to he 
own, by the accession of her husband to an estai 
and title, to wliich he has been presumptive bei 
ior above these twenty years. 

I am, &c 
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To Mr. Fitz-Adah. 
Siu, 

TiiKUE are few things which contribute more U 
iTiisiead our judgments, and pervert our morals 
than the confusion of our ideas arising from tbi 
abuse of words. Hence it hourly happens that vir- 
tues and vices are so blended and disguised, by tak* 
luct each other's names, that almost the worst ac- 
tions a man can be guilty of, shall be attributed tc 
an elevated and laudable spirit. Thus the most ex- 
travagant fellow living, xvho, to keep up an ostenta- 
tious tigure by all kinds of expence, sets his coun- 
try an<l conscience to sale, shall be extolled by dJ 
about him as a noble generous soul, above the low 
consideration of dirty money. The high-mettled 
blood, who debauches his friend's wife or daughter; 
v.ho withholds a tradesman's just debt, that he may 
be punctual with a sharper ; in short, who dares do 
luiy inju^^', and run the man through the body who 
shall resent it, calls himself, and is called by the 
world, a man of gallantry and honour. CElconomy 
is put out of countenance by the odious word ava- 
rice ; and the most rapacious covetousness takes 
shelter under the terms prudence and discretion. 
An easy thoughtlessness of temper, which betrays 
the owner to recommend a scoundrel ; to lend to, 
vr be bound for a speu(^\.W\l\. *, Xs> c^iwfetoa with all 



the gallant schemes of a profligate; to heap favours 
on a pimp or sharper, even to the neglect of mc^ri- 
toiious friends, and frequently to the distressing a 
wife and children ; in fine, that easy disposition of 
mind which cannot resist importunity, be the solici- 
tor ever so unworthy, is dignified with the most 
amiable of all epithets, good nature; and so the 
thing itself brought into disgrace by the misappli- 
cation of the word* 

The bare mention of these abuses is sufficient to 
lead every thinking reader into a larger catalogue 
of the like kind. Hence it is that falsehood usurps 
the place of truth, and ignominy of merit; and 
though this may have been the complaint of all ages 
•and nations of the civilized world,yet still the cheat- 
ers and the cheated are as numerous as ever. 

I have been led into these reflections by the su- 
|>erficial and mistaken opinions which are almost 
tmiversally received of two g^itlemen in a neigh- 
bouriiig county, at whose houses I have been lately 
jentoliuned, and whose characters I shall liere de- 
lineate, concealing their real names under the fic- 
titious ones olSombrinus and Hilarius. 

Sombrinus is a younger brother of a noble famil}', 
whose intrinsic worth having been descried and var- 
lued by a man of solid sense in the neighbourhood^ 
jurocured him the happiness of his only daughter in 
marriage, with a fortune of a thousand pounds 
lieraBdum. Sombrinus is a man of extraordinary 
natural parts, cultivated by much reading and ob- 
servation : of nice honour ; sincere in his friend- 
^ps, which are but few ; aad universally humane, 
A warm lover of his religion and country, and an 
excellent justice of the peace, in which capacity he 
takes infinite pains to allay bitterness, and compose 
quarrels. Pious himself, a regularity of devotion 
is iLept up in his family. His numerous issue (to 

p2 
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which he is rather essentially affectionate, than 
fond) obliges him to oeconomy, though his natural 
inclination is stronger towards dispensing riches, 
thiin hoarding them. His equipage and table are 
rather neat and sufficient than sumptuous. Rea- 
sonable people are always welcome to him ; but the 
riotous find their account neither in his temperance, 
nor his conversation^ With all these good quali- 
ti(*s, his too great avidity for book-knowledge, his 
jxnetration into men and manners, and his exalted 
notions of reason and recUtude, combining with 
a sickly habit of body, render him apt to be splene- 
tic or silent, upon occasions wherein his delicacy is 
grossly offended. Hence the much-injured Sombri- 
nus lies under the calumny of being a very ill-natured 
wan, among all those who have but a slight acquaint- 
ance of him ; while even his intimates, who see him at 
all hours, and in every mood, though convinced of 
the goodness of his heart, and the purity of his inten- 
tions, are yet obliged, when contending in his fa- 
vour, to grant that he has often the appearance of 
i\n ill-humoured man, 

11 ilarius is a downright country gentleman; aftwi 
virant ; an indefatigable sportsman. He can drink 
his gallon at a sitting, and will tell you he was never 
sick nor sorry in his life. He married a most disa- 
gro(^able woman with avast fortune, whom however 
he cont(ints hinist'lf with slighting, merely because 
he cannot take the trouble of using her ill. For the 
tame reason he is seldom seen to be angry, unless 
his favourite horse should happen to be lamed, or the 
tianu»-iict infrintjed. Havinu an estate of above five 
thousand a year, his strong beer, ale, and wine-cellar 
arc always well stored; to either of which, as also 
to his table, abounding in plenty of good victuals ill 
sMTied and ill dressed, every voter and fox-hunter 
(laiius a kind of ri^ht. He roars for the church, 
wli'u'h Iw never vibils, vxud vs cV-vitwciU^' vivdcking his 
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coarse jests, and talking snaut to th^ parsons ; whom 
if bo can make fuddlod, und oxposc to contempt, it 
b the highest pleasure \\v vim enjoy. Ah for iiis lay 
frkMids, nothing is more frequent with liini than to 
set t hem and their servants dead drunk upon their 
horst^s, to whose sagacity it is left to find the way 
home in a dark winter's ni^ht ; und should any of 
ttnnn happen to be found half sinotlirred in a ditch 
next morning, it affords him excellent diversion 
for a twelve-month after. 1 lis sons are loobies, and 
fais daughters hoydens : not that he is covetous, but 
rarcloss in their educations. Through the same in- 
dolence, his bastards, of whicli he has not a f(;w, are 
left to the narish ; und his men and maid scivantB 
mil riot without controul for want of disci])line hi 
the family. lie has a mortal aversion to any int<;r- 
niption in his mirth. Tell him of a (^alamity tliat 
has b<.*fallen any of \m ac(|uaintance, he asks where 
stands the bottle? Propostt to him th(^ assisting at a 
quarter-sebsi(»ns, he is engaged at a cock-mateh ? or 
should he, through curiosity, make his appearance 
there, ever jovial and facetious, and equally free 
fnmi the disturbance of piission and com])assi()n, ho 
vill crack his joke from the beneli with the vagnmt 
whom lie sentences to be whipped through the coun- 
ty, or with the felon wiiom he condemns to the gal- 
lows. Such is his condescension, that he makes no 
scruple to take his pipe and pot at an alehouse with 
the ver}' dregs of the j)eoj)ic. As for tiie parlia- 
nicnt (though his seat in ir costs hhn very dear in 
house- keeping) if the fate of the nation d^^pended up- 
'mhis attendance tliens he would not be prevaih'd 
upon to quit the coimtry in the shooting or hunting 
K'oson, unless forced up by a call of the house. In 
lino, it is an invariablt; nnixim with him, let wliat 
vlll happen, never to ^ive himself one moment's 
C'iiuxrn. A IV vou in health and prosyeritY? K<> 
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one is readier to club a laugh with you; but he has 
no ear to the voice of distress or complaint. The 
business of his life is (what he calls) pleasure ; to 
promote this, he annually consumes his large in- 
come, which, without any design of his, may hap- 
pen indeed to do some good, 

jinH wanekr^ Hccn/n directed, to the poor* 

With these endowments, there are at least nine in 
ten, who give the preference to Hilarius, and lavish 
on him the epithets of the worthiest, the noblest, 
and the best-natured creature alive ; while Sombri- 
nus is ridiculed as a deadly wise man, a milksop, 
stingy, proud, sullen, and ill-natured. Yet Sombri- 
nus is the man to whom every one flies, whenever 
there is ademand for justice, good sense, wholesome 
counsel, or real charity : to Hilarius, when the belly 
only is to be consulted, or the time dissipated. 

Thus are the thousand good qualities of Sombri- 
nus eclipsed by a too reserved and serious turn of 
mind ; while Hilarius, on the false credit of gene- 
rosity and good-humour, witliout one single virtue 
in his composition, swims triumphantly with the 
stream of applause, and is esteemed by every one 
of his acquaintance, for having only the ablHties of 
a complete voluptuary. 

I cannot dismiss this letter without lamenting the 
mistaken opinions usually received of characters 
like these, as a woful instance of the depravity of our 
hearts as well as heads. A man may with equal 
])ropriety aver, tliat the giant who shewed himstlf 
for a shilling last winter at Charing-Cross, was ia 
every respect a much greater man than INIr. Pope, 
who had the misfortune of being low, crooked, and 
aHIicted with the head-ach. 

I^m, Sir, Your constant reader. 

And most humble servant, 

W.M. 
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To Mr. Fitz-Adam. 

A* it is incumbent on an historian, who writes tlie 
history of his own times, to take notice of public anct 
remarkable events, so I apprehend it to be the bu- 
siness of a writer of essays for entertainment and in- 
struction, to mark the passions as they rise, and to 
treat of those especially, which appear to inrtuence 
the manners of the age he lives in. 

Tlie love of noise, though a passion observable in 
ftl) times and countries, has yet been so predomi- 
nant of late years, and given rise to so many of our 
motJeru customs, that I cannot think it unworthy of 
One of your speculations. 

In many instances this passion is subordinate to, 
md proceeds from another, which is no less uni- 
ers al, and no less commendable ; I mean the lovo 
f fan\r. Noise, or sound in general, has been con- 
tiered as a means, whereby thousands have ren- 
ted themselves famous in their generation ; and 
is is th(» reason wiiy to be famous, and to make a 
we in the world, arc commonly understood as 
avalent expressions. Hence also the trumpet^ 
aus(^ one of the most noble instnunents of sound, 
anciently made sacred to the heathen god- 
offiimc: so that even at this day, when the 
cl is too backward in doing justii'.e to a man's 
t, !»nd he is constrained to do it liimself, he is 
projxTly said to sound his own praises, or 
.»•! out Iiis fame. 
great utility and edvantagjw yiV\\cVi xo^cj V^ 
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obtained from noise, in several othef respect5y 
are very apparent. In the pulpit, the preacher wlio 
declaims in the loudest manner, is sure to gaiu tlie 
greatest number of followers. He has also the sa- 
tisfaction of knowing that the devotion of a great 
part of his audience depends more upon the sound- 
ness of his lungs, than the soundness of his doc- 
trine. 

At the bar, every one knows the great influence 
of sound : and indeed where people accustom them* 
selves to talk much and mean Httle, it behoves tliem 
to substitute noise in the place of eloquence. It is 
also a very just remark, that scurrility and abuse 
require an elevation of the voice. 

In the senate it is often seen, that the noise and 
thunder with which the patriot shakes the house^ 
has redounded more to the good of his couutr}*. 
than all the knowledge of the history and laws of 
it, locked up in t)ie breasts of profound politi- 
cians, who have wanted voices to make themselves 
heard. 

From a conviction that noise in general can be 
made subservient to so many good purposes, we may 
easily imagine that a great fondness must be often 
shewn for it, even where its usefulnetis, ortc ndencv, 
IS not immediately discernible: (or from the very 
force of habit, tlie means will often be pursued, 
where the end is not perhaps attainable. 

At a cotfee-liouse which I frequent at the St. 
James's end of the town, I meet with two sets ol 
young men, conuiioiily distinguished by the name 
of i->eaux and Bloods; who are perpetually inter- 
rui)ting the conversation of the companVt miIut 
with whistling of tunes, lisping of new-fashion< d 
oatlis, trolling out allecled ^peeehes and short sen- 
tences; or else with reciljils of bold adveiilur 3 
past, and much bolder which the) arc about to cu- 



;age in. But as noise is mortt becoming a Blood 
hfui a Beau, I am generally diverted with the one» 
md always tired with tlie othen 

This has led me to reflect on the wisdom which 
MS been shewn in the institution of certain clubs 
imd nocturnal meetings for men, into which no per* 
ions can be admitted as members, but tlmsc who 
ire disposed to make that particular noise only, 
irhich is agreeable to the tastes and talents of their 
respective societies. Thus the members of one club 
veut their noise in politics; those of another in cri- 
tical dissertations on eating and drinking; a third 
perhaps in story-telhng, and a fourth in a constant 
rotation of merry songs. In most of these (*.lubs 
there are presidents chosen and invested with 
ftuthority to be as noisy as they please themselves^ 
ind to inflict penidties on all those who open out 
of time. 

The laches indeed are somewhat more limited in 
their topics for noise, though their meetings for 
Tenting it are more numerous than those of the menL 
Hiey also lie under the disadvantage of having 
voices of a tone too soft and delicate to be heard 
It a great distance : but they seem in some mea- 
ittre to have obviated these disadvantages, by agree- 
ing to talk all together; by which means, and as the 
object is generally of the vituperative kind, ihvj 
Ire able to cope with the men, even at the mostviN 
ciferous of their clubs. 

Again; those diversions, in which noise mosi 
•bounds, have been always held in the highest es- 
teem. The true and original country squire, wlio 
ii actuated by this genemua passion for noise, j)rt!- 
fcfs the diversion of huuting to all other enjoymcMils 
»pon earth. He can entertain his companions fur 
wHiTS together with talking of his hounds, and ex- 
tolHng the divine music and harmony <)( >i^\^ 
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t(»iit.MN'*>t and Hc.iirr cvc-r ^oen to )icd m'ithout wism 
ui^ tli<> hum, aiid iiKvin;! the full cry in iiitfiariou 
llorM-riiritiL'* ( !ii k-ti^Jiiii]^, bull-Uutiiaj^ ftnd tt 
lil.f. uif spoils vlii<:li /ill tiic* iM'artii ol tliccoiunKJ 
|ii«iplf \i]ili tlif liiuKt fxtra\H^^tUit<k:li|j)it; wiuletbc 
\<iirf H aif I'liifiltjvcrl ill tlic loudtst lihouU and ej 
( liuiiatKihh. Ill tlif (i)finiun of our Lnglibh aaikir 
iio < iitrrtiiiirini-iit mil \yv. roiiipk'tc wlicre the all 
ilii'iiii;.! ii(i//u Ih wiLiitiiig; by Uic furce of whic 
(in V un iif |iiitil witii hucIi couru^c; aiid rcifalutki 
tiiiM 4 \( II ti^litiri^itM-h Uroiiii's tlicir Uivcmuiu 

III I^fitfloit, wlicriruiiuiy of tlu'.'«ck|iurU cannot b 
«hjn\f(l, till.' fu>hi()ii for iioike liiui appeared ju m 
lions otiirr ^1m|i«-s. It liaji wiiliiu tlie uiemciiy c 
inoht iiKii, ^ivcii rise? to routs, drums, and bum 
<'>iii(.'f«; vliitli in fill proljuljility would luive bea 
iiiiprovi (\ into caiiiioiiaflos, thundcrt and eattb 
i|ii:tki -^f l>f ror(> this time;, Uiu\ it not b<*«i for tlie lab 
paiiiiH (III iif-<-oiiiit of some <:oncuftoions ill tbe ail 
yiry niii< li n'Mtiililing those of u n:al i^rthquakfi 
l|(i\vc\cr, as n proot that the naiiic» already givei 
to tlioM* pf)litr u>scnihlit N are extn-niely proper Coi 
thrill, I 1111(1 only to rcniiirk that tliey ureubuall; 
(■oin|HiMd (;f what iv calhvl ihi* lieftt companyt wb< 
from time imimniorifil have pleaded tbe privily 
ot Mrili fur tiilkini; as h.iul lUi they can* 

AnKjn^ the inaiiy lithcr inKlujiceii of die eflcctiO 
this piiKbion in hifzh life, 1 hhall only take notice o 
OIK iiioir; whieli IS an in'^eiiious metliod (uiikuovi 
to («iirtoret:ith( rs) of making a thumiering noise a 
ji( opii '•, (lo(*is; hy \\iii<-h you are geneniUy givei 
toijtirl(r»-liMui that honie]K;rtton of conHiM]u<mccdoe 
\oii (iif honour to Kiippobe you arc in the Luidc 
till* living. 

^onic iiiUY tl.iiil: that it will tjoar a (lispute, whc 
tilt I sucli a violint hammering ut people's door' 
ihuy ui^i be looked npoU| iutliccyeof thclawyasai 



attempt 0^9, forcible entry : but it is my humble opi- 
nion, that it CHn oiUy be construed to an action of 
qffault and battery, since it may be proved that the 
generality of those who aie guilty of this misdc- 
or^anor have really no intention of making any en- 
try at all: for when doors arc opened to them, they 
secure their retreat as fast as they can ; flying from 
tbe &ce of those whom they count their enemies 
i^ien at home, and visit as their friends when 
abroad. 

I have now by me a certain curious book of mc- 
moin, wherein the sentiments of a wealthy old 
lady in the city, with regard to the usefulness of 
noise, seem very nearly to correspond with the ob* 
eervations I have here made upon that subject. I 
Jliall transcribe a short passage from the character 
of this lady, and conclude my letter. 

* Towaras the decline of her days she took lodg- 
ings on Ludgate-hill, in order to be amused with the 
noises in the street, and to be constantly supplied 
with objects of contemplation : for she thought it of 
great use to a mind that had a turn for meditation, 
to observe what was passing in the world. As she 
had also a very religious disposition, she used often 
to say it was a grievous shame that such a thing as 
silent meetings, among some of the dissenting bre- 
thren, should be suffered in a christian country. 
And when she died, she left five hundred pounds to- 
wards the erecting fifty new sounding-boards ^ to aid 
the lungs of the aged clergy, in divers churghea 
within tiie bills of mortality. 

I am. Sir, 
your obliged hwnble servant^ 

R. l^ 
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Mt correspondent of to-day will, I hope, excuse 
me for not publishing his letter sooner. To confess 
the truth, I had some thoughts of making an apo- 
logy to him for not publishing it all ; having con- 
ceived an opinion that it might tend to lessen those 
exalted ideas which the world has always entertain- 
ed of us men of learning. But though upon re- 
consideration I have changed my mind, I must take 
the liberty of observing, by way of introduction, 
that as I modestly presume no man living has more 
learning than myself, so no man values himself 
more upon it, or has a greater veneration for all 
those who possess it, even though they should pos- 
sess nothing else. I remember to have seen it un- 
der my grandmother's own hand, in the new prinier 
she gjive me at my first going to school, that learn- 
ing is better than house and land : and though I 
cannot say that I have ever been in a situation to 
make tlie proper comparison between learning 
and HOUSE and land ; yet my grandmother was 
a \vis(*. woman, and I had never reason to call iu 
question tiie trutli of any of her sayings. 

To Mr. Fitz-Adam. 

Sir, 
It is with jileasure I observe, that you commonly 
avoid the ridiculous ostentation of prefixing a scrap 
oi antiquity to your lucubrations. Your practice 
con linns me in my opinion, that a line or two ot 
CJn ck and Latin, is neithf-r useful nor ornamental 
to a j):!}>er intended for \i\^ benefit of all sort* ui" 
rcadcri. 
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It was excusable in your predecessors, the Tat- 
ler, Spectator and Guardian ; for in their time we 
had line gentlemen, one out of twenty of whom 
could, perhaps, make a shift to pick out the mean- 
ing of a Latin couplet. But now-a-days the case is 
altered ; it is pedantry to know any other language, 
or, at least, to seem to know any, but the fashiona- 
ble modern ones. For my own part, I by no means 
approve of niottos, which I doubt not are often 
thought of after tlie piece is written ; and if not, 
must confine the writer too closely to the sense of 
them. The same ol)jcction I have to numerous 
quotations from the ancients ; for why should we 
speak in a less intelligible language, what may be 
as pertinently and justly expressed in our own ? It 
is with reason then, that in our days a man is no 
more reputed a scholar for quoting Homer and Vir- 
gil, than he would be esteemed a man of morals for 
reading Tully and Seneca ; and a Greek motto is 
thought as unnecessary to a good essay, as a head 
of Otho or Galba would be to a learned man, if it 
vas slung round his shoulders. Indeed, to speak 
ay mind, if the use of a language is to arrive at the 
snse, wit, and arts conveyed by it, I see no reason 
hy our own should yield to any other, ancient or 
odern. It is copious and manly, though not re- 
lor ; and has books in every branch of the arts 
d sciences, written with a spirit and judgment not 
be exceeded. Notwithstanding which, a man 
sed in Greek and Latin, and nothing else, shall 
called learned ; while another, less knowing in 
?e, who has imbibed the sense, spirit and know- 
e of all tlie best authors in our own language, is 
ed that honourable title. 

iwn to you, Mr. Fitz-Adam, that he who would 
u a store of prudent and judicious maxims for 
irection of his conduct in life, caa d^ \V \>s\ 

.. XXVIII. Q. 
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ulicre more effectually, than from the invaluable 
^vorks of antiquity. But is it absolutely necessary 
that he should do this from the very languages in 
which they were written ? I am myself what is called 
a good Greek and Latin scholar; and yet I believe I 
might be master of as much true knowledge, if I 
understood neither. There are many good reasons 
to be given why the study of these languages ought 
to be cultivated : but I think this pursuit may be 
• arried too far; and that much of the time spc^t in 
acquiring a critical knowledge of them, might be 
employed to more advantage. I speak in general ; 
for there are some, who have a genius particularly 
suited to the study of words, that would never make 
any figure in the study of thini;s. 

There is hardly any thing truly valuable in tlie 
dead languages, that may not be read with equal 
advantage and satisfaction in the living, and more 
particularly in our own ; for if I may rely upon my 
own judgment, and the report of learned men, maiiv 
of the bcbt ancient authors have lost litlh' hv thiir 
translation into our soil. I am chariiud with the 
Clreek of Thucydides and Longinus ; but I am likr- 
wise delighted with the French dress of ihe la^r, and 
Mr. Smith's Eniilish of both. I can (h>^lin^lli>Ji ;hf 
gentility and case of Cicero, and the spirit and ncitt- 
ness of Pliny, in their epistles, as they are translat- 
ed by INIr. Melmoth. ^\ ill any man that has seen 
Mr, Pope's Homer, lament that he has not read Iiiiii 
in the original ? And will not every man of a true 
taste admire tlie gaiety and good sense of Horace, 
the gallantry and genteel carelessness of Ovid, the 
tire and energy of Juvenal, and the passion of Ti- 
bullus, in the paraphrases and translations of 
Donne, Dryden, Garth, Congreve and Hammond J 
I in>lance these, as their beauties are with moj^^ 
(lii'iliculty traubferred into a loreign lan^uaL'C. 
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[t would be endless to enumerate the English 
ems that perhaps equal anything in Greek or La- 
. The Paradise Lost will be thought little infe- 
r to the Iliad or /Eneid in judgment, majesty, and 
e poetic fire. The Kssay on Criticism, I need not 
uple to compare with the Epistle to the Piso's ; 
r to prefer the Dunciad, Essay on Man, and the 
hie epistles, to any of the productions of antiquity, 
id will you not join with me in preferring Alexan- 
r's Feast to all the extravagance of Pindar, in 
int of harmony, and power of expression and num- 
rs ? The poets, it is true, had different views ; but 
twithstanding, tliere may be a comparison. 
To enlarge farther, would carry me beyond the 
aits I propose tp myself; I shall therefore con- 
ide my remarks on this kind of writing, with ob- 
rviiig^ that if we fall short of tlie ancients in any 
rt of polite writing, it is in the method of dia- 
guCj in which some of them, as Xenophon, Plato 
;d Tully, had most excellent talents : and yet I 
low not whether the dialogue on Medals, and the 
inute Philosopher, may not rival any thing they 
tve left behind them : for as to their political writ- 
gs,. no man will think them equal to the Letters 
1 Patriotifsm, and the Idea of a Patriot King. In 
story we are certainly deficient, though Raleigh, 
iarendon, and a few others are excellent in their 
nds ; but we as certainly make it up in mathema-* 
:s, natural philosophy, physicj and the many ex-» 
client treatises we have on morality, politics, and 
vil prudence. 

It is not my intention to resume a subject that has 
ready employed much abler pens, and to raise a 
5pule about the comparative merits of the ancients 
id moderns; nor would I by any means discourage 
le study of the ancient languages; for I think the 
me I spent in acquiring them extremely nn^H ^^^^^ 

q2 
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ployed: but I would willingly persuade such as ar 
not masters of them, that they may become scho 
lars and learned men with no other assistance tha 
their own native English. 1 am sure I think th 
man more deserving of those names, who is con 
versant with Bacon, Boyle, Locke, and Newton 
than he who is unacquainted with these great phi 
losophers, though he should have read Plato, Aria 
totle, and all the orators and poets of antiquity. 

You will now, no doubt, be curious to know wh< 
I am, that decide so magisterially in a point so Ion 
given up, and of so much consequence to the repub 
fie of letters. Time, Mr. Fitz-Adam, may brinj 
that to light: at present it is necessary I shouL 
screen myself from the indignation of pedants, wb 
would overwhelm me with heaps of ancient rubbish 
My view in this letter is to convince the ladies, tha 
many of them possess more real learning, Uian a fel 
low of a college, who has for twenty years porei 
upon remnants. I have indeed often wondered tha 
the author of the World has not been favouro( 
with a much greater share of the productions of fe 
male correspondents than any of his predecessors 
as he has set at naught Greek and Latin for thei 
sakes. But perhaps it may be for that very reason 
for so capricious are the sex, that though they hat< 
a pedant, they despise the man who is not homo nut 
tarum literarvmy I have heard a lady declare, lliti 
she could no more love a man whose learning wii 
not superior to her own, than him who took all oc 
casions of shewing her that it was. If you approvi 
of me as a correspondent, I may be soinetinies a 
your service ; in which case, to shew my learning! 
uiy stile shall now aud then be enriched widi a littt 
Greek and Latin. 

I am, Sir, 

Your nuhst humhle servant^ 

A, C. 
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For several weeks past, I have been considering 
with myself how I might extend the use and enter- 
tainment of these my labours: for though thousand* 
of my countrymen have experienced and are ready 
to attest their salutary effects, yet it cannot be de- 
nied but there are still people to be met with, who 
are by no means as wise and as good as they ought 
to be. General satire, as I have formerly observ- 
ed, is what few people care to apply to themselves ; 
and though I have hitherto been averse to particu- 
lar and personal abuse, I am at last willing to try 
its effect, well-knowing, that if the good which may 
accrue from it be but in the proportion of one in a mil- 
lion to the entertainment it gives, I shall have rea- 
son to bless myself for thus quarrelling with the* 
world. I axtt sensible also, that by adopting this 
method, I am increasing the number of my cor- 
respondents, as every one will be for trying his hand 
on so delightful a subject as the failings of his 
friends ; especially when I sliall have given him my 
honour, that he need be under no apprehensions for 
his safety, and that I will take every quarrel upon 
myself. I tlierefore hereby invite all persons what- 
soever to transmit to me forthwith all the scandal 
they can eitlier collect or invent. Names, and par- 
ticularly great ones, will be very acceptable j or in 
default of such nam3s, minute descriptions of per- 
sons, their alhances and connections, or the streets 
they live in, will be equally agreeable. Great re- 
gand will be paid to the letters of female corre- 
spondents ; but it is humbly hoped that they will 
tK>t suffer tb» copiousness and enticement of th« 

q3 
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subject to hurry them into lengths that may exceed 
the bounds of this paper. 

I am sensible that a great deal of courage, and an 
equal degree of dexterity at single rapier, ^all be 
necessary on this occasion ; but as I said before, I am 
contented to take the whole upon myself, rather 
than lay my correspondents under any restraint : 
my name is Adam Fitz-Adam : I am to be heard of 
every morning at the Tilt-yard coffee-house, and, 
though an old man, shall be ready to give any gen- 
tleman satisfaction, who chuses to call upon me in 
a hackney-coach, and frank me to Hyde-park, Ojr 
Montague-house. 

To extend the usefalness of this paper still far- 
ther, it is my intention (notwithstanding any for- 
mer declaration to the contrary) to mix politics 
with slander, I am in a manner compelled to make 
this second alteration in my plan, from a thorough 
conviction that no man in these kingdoms is such 
a master of pohtics as myself; and us a war with 
France seems now to be inevitable, I shall from 
time to lime instruct our ministers in what manner 
to conduct it, and shall hope for an exact compli- 
ance with every plan I shall lay before them. This 
will be saving a great deal of trouble and perplexity 
to the common people of England, who, though al- 
ways ready to instruct an administration, are some- 
times so divided in their opinions, that the said ad- 
ministration are forced to pursue their own moa- 
.sures, for want of plain and punctual instructions 
from their friends. 

Tl»c better to carry on this laudable design, I 
sliiiU direct what bills are proper to be brought into 
piulinment, and what acts I would have repealed. 
I shall also devote tliree mornings hi every week to 
the private instruction of all such ministers ami 
jjjuiibcrs of parliament, as are desirous of confer- 
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ring with me at my lodgings np two pair of stairi 
at the Trunk-maker's in St. Martin's-Lane. I shall 
likewise be ready to answer all questions in politics 
to such gentlemen and ladies as would willingly in- 
"vestigate that science without study or application. 
This will tend greatly to the edification of all justi- 
ces of the peace, nurses, midwives, country curates, 
and parish clerks, whose ideas seem at present to be 
alittle confused, for want of a thorough knowledge 
of the interests and connections of the several states 
of Europe, and how the balance of power is to be 
maintained. I shall keep a watchful eye over the 
king of France and his ministers, and will give timely 
notice of any intended . invasions, and direct mea- 
sures to defeat such invasions in proper time. I 
shall find means of instructing the other pow^ers of 
Europe in their true and natural interests, and will 
communicate in this paper the intelligence I shall 
from time to time receive from the faid powers ; so 
that the public shall always be apprized beforehand 
of the measures they intend to take. 

When I consider the vast utility of this my un- 
dertaking, I cannot be too thankful for the abilities 
I am blessed with for carrying it on to the universal 
satisfaction of all parties. My humanity is, I con- 
fess, a little hurt, by reflecting that while I am 
thus making a monopoly of politics and slander, I 
am doing an injury to those of my brother authors, 
who have long lived by dealing out their occasional 
portions of those commodities. But I am comfoi't- 
cd, upon second thoughts, that as this paper is pub- 
lished once a week, they will have continued op- 
portunities of enriching their own larger composi- 
tions with the most shining parts of it : and this they 
shall have free leave to do, provided that they add 
no conjectures of their own, or pretend to doubt 
the superiority of my abilities^ whereby Oa^^x^X^^^kv^^ 
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be raised upon any of those hcts which I shall 
think proper to advance. The same indulgence » 
hereby given to all writers or compilers of country 
news-papers in Great Britain and Ireland : for as I 
have only the good of my country at heart, I am 
desirous of extending these my labours to the re- 
motest parts of his Majesty's dominions. I shall 
also have this farther satisfaction, tliat the general 
complaint of the country *s being deserted of inliu- 
bitants every wintfcr may cease ; as by means of 
this circulation every private gentleman may reside 
constantly at his seat, and every clergyman at his 
living, without being obliged once a year to pay a 
visit to London, in order to study politics, and in* 
struct the administration. 

But a much greater advantage than any yet men- 
tioned, remains still to be told. The circulation of 
this paper will not be confined to Great Britain and 
Ireland; it will doubtless be demanded in all the 
courts, cities and large towns of Europe; by which 
means our enemies on the continent, finding the su- 
periority of our wisdom, and knowing by whom our 
counsellors are counselled, will sue to us for peace 
upon our own tenns. In the mean time, as we are 
entering into a war not of our o\^i seeking, but 
merely in defence of our commerce, and for the 
protection and support of our undoubted rights, I 
shall direct the administration how to raise such 
supplies, as may enable us to carry it on with vigour 
and success ; and this I hope to efiect to every bo- 
<ly*s satisfaction, which, I humbly apprehend, hua 
not always been the case. 

I am well aware that there are certain superficial 
persons in the world, who may fancy that they have 
not discovered in my writings hitherto, these nuur- 
vellous abilities, to which 1 am now laying claim 
1 o all such I shall only answer, let the event decide> 



for I have always thought it beneath me to boast of 
talents superior to other men, till the necessity of 
the times compels me to produce them. Thosd 
who know me, will say of me what modesty forbids 
I should say of myself : indeed it has been owing td 
a veiy uncommon degree of that, sheepish quality, 
that I have not let my readers into many secrets of 
mvself, that would have amazed and confounded 
them. 

I have undertaken politics and slander at the samfl 
time, from a constant observation that, there is ck 
certain connection between those sciences, which it 
is difficult to break through. But I intend to vary 
from the common method, and shall sometime^ 
write politics without abuse, and abuse without po* 
litics. It may be feared perhaps that as I have hi- 
therto received no reward for the great candour 
with which 1 have treated the administration during 
the coqrse of this paper, I may incline to direct 
wrong measures out of pure spite ; but*! can assure 
my readers that such fears are groundless : I hav<» 
nothing at heart but the public good, and shall pro- 
pose tio measures but such as are most apparently 
conducive to the honour and glory of my native 
country. In treating of these measures, I shall 
build nothing upon hypothesis, but will go mathe- 
matically to work, and reduce every thing to de- 
monstration. For instance, if the war is only to h6 
a naval one, I would instruct our minister (as a 
certain ingenious painter is said to draw) by the tri- 
angle« As thus : The end of the war is an advan- 
tageous peace. Now suppose any triangle, equila- 
teral or otherwise, where A shall signify the English 
ileet, B the French Fleet, and C the above peace ; 
the solution then will be no more than tliis, let the 
fteet A take the fleet B, and you produce the peace 
V^ The same solutioa will do in a laad v(9.\;^ H(Vk^\% 
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where A and B may stand for armies instead of 
fleets. 

^ Having now sufficiently explained myself upon 
this important occasion, I shall take leave of uiy 
readers till next Thursday, at which time, unless I 
should see reason to the contrary, 1 shall present 
them with a paper either of scandal or .politics, 
which shall be to all their satisfactions. 
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I HAVE judged it proper to postpone politics to 
another week, that I may oblige my readers with a 
piece of scandal, or whatever else they may please 
to call it, which has but just transpired, and which 
will quickly engage the conversation of all the 
best families in town and country. Those who 
are unacquainted with the parties concerned, 
will I hope excuse me for publishing only the 
initial letters of their names, or sometimes no 
letters at all ; their high rank, and the honourable 
offices they bear, demanding from me a little more 
complaisance than I may probably shew to meaner 
persons. At the same time I should be sorry to 
have it thought, that my tenderness upon this oc- 
casion arose from any selfish considerations of the 
consequences that might ensue ; the sword of a man 
of quality is no longer than that of another man, 
nor, for any thing I have observed, is he ajot more 
dextrous at drawing a trigger. IMy moderation 
proceeds from the great respect which is due from 
persons in humble situations to men of high and il- 
lustrious birth : though at the same time I mu&t 
take the liberty of declaring, that one or two sto- 
nes more of the same waIuvc wvlli what I am now 
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going to relate, will entirely cancel my regards, and 
incline me to treat them with the freedom of an 
equal. 

Every body knows, at least every body in genteel 
life, that the match between lord * * * and miss G — 
was brought about by the old earl, and the young 
lady's aunt; at whose house my lord unfortunately 

saw, and fell desperately in love with miss I.. , 

who was a distant relation of the aunt, and who 
happened to be there upon a visit, at the time of 
his lordship's courtship to the niece. The charac- 
ter of miss L is too notorious to require a ; lace 

in this narrative ; though I must do her the justice 
to own, that I believe every art to undo a woman 
was practised upon her, before she was prevailed 
upon to give up her honour to a man, whom she 
knew to be the destined husband of her most inti- 
mate friend. 

'Iliosc who knew of the affair between my lord 

and miss L , endeavoured by every possible 

method to dissuade miss G from the match; 

and indeed if that unfortunate young lady had not 
preferred a title to happmess, she had treated his 
lordship as he deserved, from a thorough convic- 
tion that he had already bestowed his affections 
upon miss L — r-. But an union of hearts is by no 
means necessary in the marriages of the great. My 
lord and the old earl saw a thousand charms in miss 

O 's large fortune; and the young lady and hei 

aunt saw every thing in a title that could be wished 
for in the married state. The ceremony was per- 
formed soon after at the earl's house ; and the young 
couple, though perfectly inditferent to each othtjr, 
conducted themselves so prudently in ail compa- 
nies, that those who did not know them intimately, 
Wieved them to be very happy people. 

Tbe old enxl dying soon after j^ vnvy lord ^Mcc«fc^^\ 
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to the estate and title of * * *, and lived with I 
lady in all the magnificence and splendor which 1 
large income could afford. His lordship had a co 
siderable mortgage on the estate of Sir O — 

S ; and it was under pretence of settling sor 

affairs with that gentleman, at his brother's seat no 
St. Alban's, that he set out the beginning of tl 
month upon the expedition which has unhappi 
turned out so fatal to his peace. Colonel C * **, 
gentleman too well known for his gallantrios anioi 
the ladies to need the initial letters of his nair 
was to be of his lordship's party ; and though n 
lord had two sets of horses of his own, vet for ce 
tain reasons, which may hereafter be guessed at, 1 
hired a coach and six at Tubbs's, and set out on tl 
Tuesday for St. Alban's^with intention, as wasgi\< 
put, to return on the Thursday following. 

I should have informed my readers, that lady * • 

and the young viscountess 1) , who v.as said 

have a fcndre for the colonel, were to meet them 
the viscountess's coach at Barnet, on their retu; 
home, and that they were all to dine together at tl 
Green Man. It was said, I know, that doctor ** 
who is a man of family, was of the lady's party : 1 
had been an intimate acquaintance, and some say 

lover of miss G , before her marriage witii loj 

* * *. The doctor is a man much more famous f< 
his wit and address than his practice; and isthoug 
to be the author of a hite extraordinary perfori: 
aiioe, wliich however celebrated, in my humble o| 
nion, reflects more honour on his invention, tin 
eitiior on his kiiov.ledgo in politics, or his charact 
as a moral man. But i will avoid circumstimct 
and 1;(; as short as I ran. 

Doctor ••**, though he lives atSt. James's end i 
tlic town, had been st.veral times in that wct.'k j 
BuUou's iinu Child's coU'cc-Uoulcs, and iiad drai, 
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chocolate with Sir E H the very Thursday 

that lord * * * and the colonel were to return from 
St. Alban's to meet lady * * * and the viscountess at 
the Green Man at Barnet. Many people are of opi- 
niou, that the doctor was not of the party, but that 
he received his intelligence from one H— y who had 
formerly been a steward of lord * * *. But H — ^y 
denies the fact, and lays the whole mischief on lady 
***'s woman, wiio it seems had been housekeeper 
to the doctor, when he lived in the square. There 
are strange reports of the doctor and this woman ; 
but whether she or H — y was the contriver of this 
villainy, will appear hereafter. H— y is a man of a 
very indifferent character, and (I am not afraid of 
saying it) capable of undertaking any mischief what- 
soever. 

Lady * * * and the viscountess, according to agree- 
ment, set out on Thursday at one o'clock for Bar- 
net, and came to the Green Man, which was the 
place appointed for dining. My lord and the co- 
lonel not being arrived, the viscountess recollected 
that she had an acquaintance in the neighbourhood, 
at about two miles distance, whom she proposed vi- 
siting in a post-chaise, under pretence of saving her 
own horses. As this acquaintance of the viscountess 
was a stranger to lady * * *, her ladyship declined 
going with her friend, and agreed to amuse herself 
with a book of novels till her return, or till the ar- 
rival of my lord and tha colonel, which was every 
moment expected. The viscountess stept immedi- 
ately into the post-chaise ; and soon after, as lady 
* ♦ * was looking out at the window of the inn, she 
saw a coach find six drive by very hastily towards 
London; and the landlord declares that he saw 
lord * * *, and the colonel, and two ladies in the 
coach, muffled up in cloaks. He also declares, that 
Jady * * * called out three times for the co^Ocv vk> 

TOL. XXVIII. B. 
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stop, but that no one answered, and tbe coeichmaa 
drove out of sight in a few minutes. 

I should km taken notice before, that «8 sooiv 
as the viscountess was gone npon her visits as lady 
« « « was sitting at the window next the road, the . 
captain in quarters took great notice of her, and 
said to the chambermaid, in her ladyship's hearing, 
that he would give up a whole yea/s pay to pass 
t<he afternoon with so fine a creature : upon which 
lady ***. frowned upon him very severely, and be- 
gan a smart conversation with him on his boldness 
and presumption. 

The viscountess, to the greatsurprizeof lady • ••, 
did not return till near six in the evening, and 
seemed in great confusion while she endeavoured to 
apologize for her absence. But as lady * * * was 
convinced that her lord was in the coach that drove 
so hasdly towards London, she declared positively 
that ^he would not stir a step from the inn till he re* 
turned to fetch her ; and insisted on the viscountess^ 
going immediately to inform him of her resolution. 
The viscountess accordingly set out ; and the captain 
was seen going up stairs soon after. But whether 
lord *** returned that night, or whether it was 
really his lordship's coach that passed by, is uncer- 
tain: however, lady *** has been missing ever 
since : and yesterday a lady was found drowned in 
Rosamond's pond, who is suspected to be her: for 
though lady *** was a thin woman, and wore a 
chintz gown that day, and the person taken out of 
the pond appeared to be fat, and was dressed in 
white ; yet it is thought that by lying a long time 
under water, the body may be very fliich swelled, 
and the colours of the linen entirely discharged. 
One thing is certain, that lord **♦ is like a man 
.iibtracted; the doctor, the steward, and my lady's 
woman, are taken into custody ; and the colonel 



and the viscountess are fled nobody knows whi- 
ther. 

I sha^l leave my readers to make their own com- 
ments on this unhappy atfair ; which I have brought 
into as shore a compass as I was able, with truth 
and perspicuity. I am sensible that where names 
occur so often, and those only marked with aste- 
risks or initial letters, it is a very difficult matter to 
avoid confusion: and indeed I should hardly have 
thought myself perfectly clear, if I had not com- 
municated my narrative to a country acquaintance 
of mine, a man totally ignorant of the whole af- 
fair, who was pleased to assure me, that he never 
met with any thing so plain and intelligible. I have 
been the more circumstantial upon this occasion, 
from a desire of pointing out in the most perspicuous 
manner the leading steps of this fatal catastrophe : 
for I am not satisfied with entertaining my readers 
with the frailties and misfortunes of persons of qua- 
lity, unless I can warn them by their example against 
•falling into the like errors. 
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The report of the king of France's having lately 
forbidden the coffee-houses at Paris to take in any 
English news-papers, was no more than I expected, 
after having in the World of last Thursday was 
se'nnight, so plainly and openly declared my in- 
tentions of making all men politicians. But though 
his most christian majesty has thought proper to 
keep his subjects in tlie dark as to the science of po- 
litics, yet I hear with pleasure, that his emissaries 
in this city are buying up large numbers of these my 
Jucubraiions, for the private perusal of tlv^*.^ \XNKk'? 

& 2 
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iiarch and his mmisters, and that a coodcO is or- 
dered to attend the reading of them as soon as they 
arrive. But|br very good reasons, I have thought 
proper to change my intentions, and not meddle 
vrith matters of state ; at least for the present. Indeed, 
to confess the truthj^^t have lately received full con- 
viction that, great as^.my knowledge is in politics, 
there are those at the head of affairs, that know to 
the full as much as myself. Success is not always 
in our power v hut if weiv are really to enter into a 
war with France, I have the pleasure of assuring the 
common people of England, that they may depend 
upon its being as well conducted, as if they had the 
entire management of it in their own hands, or 
even if I myself was to preside at all their meetingi 
for settling plans and operations. 

This and other reasons have inclined me for the 
present to lay aside politics, and to go on in the 
old way, mending hearts instead of heads, or fur- 
nishing such amusements as may fix the attention 
of the idle, or divert the schemes of the vicious, for 
at least five minutes every week. Of this kind is 
the following little piece, which I received some 
time since from a very ingenious correspondent, 
who intitles it 

A Meditation among the Books. 

From every thing in nature a wise man may de- 
rive matter of meditation. In meditations various 
authors have exercised their genius, or tortured 
their fancy. An author who meant to be serious, 
has meditated on the mystery of weaving : an author 
who never meant to be serious, has meditated on a 
broomstick: let me also meditate; and a library of 
books shall be the subject of my meditations. 

l^efore my eyes an almost innumerable multitude 
of authors are ranged; different in their opinionH, 
as in their bulk and appearance; in what light 
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iShall I view this great assembly ? Shall I consider it 
as an ancient legion, drawn out m goodly array 
under fit commanders ? or as a modem regiment of 
writers, where the common men have been forced 
by want, or seduced through wickedness into the 
jservice, and where the leaders owe their advance- 
ment rather to caprice, party-favour, and the par- 
tiality of friends, than to merit or service ? 

Shall I consider ye, O ye books ! as a herd of 
courtiers or strumpets, who profess to be subser- 
vient to my use, and yet seek only your own ad- 
vantage? No; let me consider this room as tlie 
great charnel-house of human reason, where dark- 
ness and corruption dwell; or, as a certain poet 
expresses himself. 

Where hot and cold, and wet and dry^ 
And beef, and broth, and apple pye 
Most slovenly assemble. 

Who are they, whose unadorned raiment be- 
speaks their inward simplicity ? They are lazu books, 
statutes, and commentaries on statutes. These are acts 
of parliament, whom all men must obey, and yet 
few only can purchase. Like the Sphynx of an- 
tiquity, they speak in anigma's, and yet devour the 
unhappy wretches who comprehend them not. 

These are commentaries on statutes; for the peru- 
sing of them, the longest life of man would prove 
insufficient; for the understanding of them, the ut- 
most ingenuity of man would not avail. 

Cruel is the dilemma between the necessity an4 
the impossibility of understanding ; yet are we not 
left utterly destitute of relief. Behold for our 
comfort, fl» abridgement of law and equity ! It con-' 
sists not -of many volumes; it extends only 19 
■twenty- two folio's ; yet as a few thin cakes mav 
•contain the whole nutritive substance of a stalkd 

Ji3 
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ox, so may this compendium contain the essential 
gravy of many a report and adjydged case. 

The sages of the law recommend this abridge- 
ment to our perusal. Let us inith all thankfulness 
of heart receive their counsel. Much are we be- 
holden to physicians, who only prescribe the baric 
< of the Quinquina, when they might oblige their pa- 
tients to swallow the whole tree. 

From these volumes I turn my eyes on a deep- 
embodied phalanx, numerous and formidable : they 
are controversial divines: so has the work) agreed to 
term them. How arbitrary is language ! and how 
does the custom of mankind join words, that rear 
son has put asunder! Thus we often hear of bell- 
fire cold, of devilish handsome, and the like: and 
thus controversial and divine have been associated. 

These controversial divines have changed the 
rule of life into a standard of disputation. They 
have employed the temple of the Most High as a 
fencing-school, where gymnastic exercises are daily 
exhibited, and where victory serves only to excite 
new contests. Slighting the bulwarks wherewith He 
who bestowed religion on mankind had secured it, 
they have encompassed it with various mipute out- 
works, which an army of warriors can yiixSi difficulty 
defend. ^ 

The next in order to them are the redoubtable 
antagonists of conunon sense; the gentlemen who 
close up the common highway to heaven, and yd 
c){ en no private road for persons having occasion 
to travel that way. The writers of this tribe are va- 
rious, but in principles and manner nothing dissi- 
niiliir. Let me review them as they stand arranged. 
'I I ese are Epicurean mators, who have endeavour- 
ed to confound the ideas of right and wrong, to tlie 
unspeakable comfort of highwaymen and stock- 
jobbers. These are inquirers after truths who never 
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deign 1o implore the aid of knowledge in their re- 
searches. 'I'hese are sceptics, who labour earnestly 
to argue themselves out of their own existence; 
herein resembling that choice spirit, who endeavour- 
ed so artfully to pick his own pocket, as not to be 
detected by himself. . Last of all, arc the com- 
posers of rhapsodies, Jragfuents, and (strange to say 
it) f/ioifghfs. 

Amidst this army of anti-martyrs, I discern a vo- 
lume of peculiar appearance: its meagre aspect, and 
the dirty gaudiness of its habit, make it bear a per- 
fect resemblance of a decayed gentleman. The 
wretched monument of mortality was brought forth 
in the reign of Charles the second ; it was the dar- 
ling and only child of a man of quality. How did 
its parent exult at its birtli ! How many flatterers 
extolled it beyond their own offspring, and urged 
its credulous father to display its excellencies to 
the whole world! Induced by their solicitations, 
the father arrayed his child in scarlet and gold, 
submitted it to the public eye, and called it, Poe?ns 
by a person of honour. While he lived, his booby 
offspring was treated wdth the cold respect due to 
the rank and fortune of its parent : but when death 
had locked up his kitchen, and carried off the keys 
of his cellar, the poor child was abandoned to the 
parish ; it was kicked from stall to stall, like a des- 
pised prostitute; and after various calamities, was 
rescued out of the hands of a vender of Scots snuff, 
and safely placed as a pensioner in the band of 
free-thinkers. 

Thou first, thou greatest vice of the human mind, 
Ambition ! all these authors were originally thy vo- 
taries ! They promised to themselves a fame more 
durable than the calf-skin that covered their works: 
Jhe palf-skin (as the dealer speaks) is in excellent 
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condition, while the books themselves remain tl 
prey of that silent critic the worm. 

Compleiit cooks and conveyancers; bodies < 
school divinity and Tommy Thumb; little stop 
books, systems of pliilosophy, and memoirs of w< 
men of pleasure; apologies for the lives of playe 
and prime ministers, are all consigned to one con 
nion obHvion. 

One book indeed there is, which pretends t 
little reputation, and by a strange felicity obtaii 
whatever it demands. To be useful for son 
months only is the whole of its ambition; an 
though every day that passes confessedly diminislx 
its utility, yet it is sought for and purchased by al 
such is the deserved and unenvied character of thj 
excellent treatise of practical astronomy, the Ai 

MANACK. 
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i H E following letter was mislaid; which is tli 
reason of its not having appeared earlier in this pa 
per. The excuse, perhaps, is less pardonable tha 
the fault ; but it is the only one I can make wit 
truth ; and I hope the author will receive it wit 
candour. 

To Mr. Fitz-Adam. 
Sir, 

If ever you take the trouble of looking into atf 
of the public papers besides your oWh, you canuo 
help observing the many curious experiments, whici 
of late years have been made through all parts o 
this kingdom, in rvuningy ridingy leaping j dnxvf$ 
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Jire-eating^ wire'danchtg, and various other useful 
arts, by persons of all ranks and fortunes. 

I am willing to give credit to these extraordinary 
atchievements, though many of them, I own, far 
exceed the bounds of probability, because of the 
honour they do to our age and country : and it is 
. not without high indignation against the ingrati- 
tude of the present times, that I have been hitherto 
disappointed in my expectations of seeing public 
honours and rewards bestowed on these illustrious 
personages, who by such experiments have shewn 
us ^'hat groat things the powers of nature are capa- 
ble of, when properly directed. Newton was 
knighted, and both he and Mr. Locke had very 
considerable places under the government; and 
yet what mighty matters did these philosophers do, 
in comparison of our new experiment-makers? 
They contented themselves with looking into the 
laws of nature, and went no farther. The mind 
orders its ideas just as it used to do, before the 
Essay on the human nvdcr standing had banibhed from 
the world the doctrine of innate principles and suh^ 
stantial forms : and Newton, after he had demolish- 
ed the vortices of Descartes, left the planets just as 
he found them. They have rolled round the sun 
precisely in the same time, and at the same dis- 
tance, before and since his discoveries. But our 
wonder-workers have fcnind the secret of controul- 
ing the laws of nature, and have actuully accom- 
plished what in the wards of bedlam, and the labo- 
ratories of Logada, it would have been thought 
madness to attempt. 

1 am sensible it may be objrrt(?d to me, that the 
things I compare are totally ditU'iont; and iii«Load 
of these modern chiefs in philosojihy, I should ra- 
ther have turned my eyes to the renowued lieroes 
of antir]uity, whose exploits have been the admira- 
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lion of m matiy ages, he it no. We own tlie re- 
js«Tiibl{Aiic:f», and have no reason to be afrairl of the 
#ofiipari««on : for Ix-sides that many of these ex- 
ploits an; look<>d u]>r>n as fabulous, if it be consi- 
dered tliat some of them were only the effects of 
bruUi force, and that the merit of others is to be 
divided ;imon<; multitudes, who all had a share in 
their production ; no doubt can be made, on a fair 
estimate betw^'f-n the merit of ancient and modem 
worthifrs, on whow* hide the balance will be found to 
tuni. I am no enemy to the fame of antiquity; 
but I own it grieves mf , that when aticietit exploits 
have b«''*n celebrated over and over by the choicest 
poets and historians, those of our own times, no le^s 
extraf>rdinary, should be left to pass down to pos- 
terity, on no U;tter authority than the doubtful 
testimony of a common news-pa|)er. 

Mr. Fitz-Adam, you profess yourself a citizen of 
the worlfl, an ecpial judge between all the children 
of our first parents; a<;t up then to this character, 
and do justice: suffer not exploits to drop into 
oblivion, at which the Gymnasia of Greece and Italy 
would have stood aghast ; which would have been 
honoured with statues and crowns of olive at 
Olympia ; with a place in the Prytaneum at Athens, 
and an ovation, if not a triumph, at Rome. Suffer 
not ingratitude to fix a stain upon our country, 
whirh it would never be able to wipe off. 

I protend not to enumerate, or even to be sensi- 
ble of all the advantages with which these singular 
I ft'orts of genius will be attended: but in natural 
philosophy and religion their uses are apparent at 
the first glance. 

KxprrnnetitH, it is now agreed on all hands, are 
the only solid basis of natural science. In these 
Baf:on and Newton led the way; but their follower! 
Jiuve C7j/jobled them; they have transferred tl.era 
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from heavy inert matter, to the very quintessence of 
spirit, their horses and themselves. What before 
was only lit for recluse pedants, they have made 
the amusement and the business of fine gentlemen. 
And here I beg leave, by the way, to propose a 
problem to the lovers of these noble arts, which I 
hope will not be thought altogether unworthy of 
their attention. 

Suppose a gentleman is able to drive a wheel-car- 
riage any given number of miles in an hour, when the 
motion of his horses is progressive, or according ta 
the natural course of their limbs ; how much time 
ought he to be allowed to do it in when his horses 
move retrograde, or tails foremost ? 

But to come to religion. These new experiments 
serve to shew how little we understand of the bounds 
of credibility. Had sucli experiments been pro- 
perly attended to, a certain gentleman that shall be 
iian\eless, might have spared his haughty challenge 
to the defenders of the christian faith. Our brave 
youths will soon make him sensible of his error, 
and turn the edge of that formidable broad-sword 
of his upon himself, with which he has threatened 
to depopulate the christian world* Will he any 
longer pretend to say, that no testimony can make 
^ tiling credible that is contrary to experience, 
when I defy him to match, in the annals of any 
age or country, the feats which he is forced to be- 
lieve on the credit of a common news-paper ? 

I could run through all the arts and sciences, and 
in each of them shew the wonderful advantage of 
these new experiments : but this is a task that de- 
serves an abler hand : I therefore propose, when his 
majesty shall have incorporated the authors of 
them into a new Royal Society, which I hope will 
be soon, that one of our most eminent pens be ap- 
pointed, after the example of bishop S^x^X^Xa ^\\\». 
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flu- liLiiiivfif till* VMii-fv; aii'l niiotlifT, aft^r t)j«^ 

I v.tlil)t|r til riidttlH'llr, |i« III tl.i' «'lllfiLli-i MI iti pHP ^ 

111 111. M nil iii!iii>«. Ami 1 cli-.-irir tlml yi,ii Williiu^ 
lilt -ii.iti K liitik (lilt it»r Iwii siifli p«-r-iofit a:ii'>ii:;<t» 
MiMi I «ii ii-'.|niii<li nl^ ; uliii li 1 sliouM liiiiijiiii: t.dt ^ 
Im iki fiiMt tiitlii (ills (i> niif wild liiLi t!if li'iiifjiir tc 
it • kmi 111 lii.il iiiiiiilpri till- pi iiiii' WH*i fit' tlif: ujt:, 

I am, Siu, 

} uiii hiimhlr hvrxaat. 

Ml li I / \h \M, 

NV ill. Ill- till- tiilni <l;»y tliriMipli Wai>|»iiiL», to M.t 
IIk* Iniiii iiiit nl \\v pi. ire, I li.ipp(-li4:rl to f:#i.*>t my 

• \ • '• iip>iii iIh' \\lii<ii»v\s ((I .III .ilriif#iis«', wlii-n: I saW 
\Mitlin HI l.ii'V ( •iplil*. ll"M \ N I'ritI,. ] li»i/l tiif: 
iMlliiMt\ III ,1 k III 11 lit. Ml Nvl|i> \V.I^ W.llkili^ I|r;ir 
nil', N\li\ il lilt 'lit not iti wi'll li.ivc li«-('ii Cfilhrrl liiil- 
ii^ii rriu.. .1 • lli»M \\ I'liii.? * (), sir,' sui'l li<', 

* till' l.iinllniil li.i ■ III. I twenty tinn*-. tin* nistuin 
»iin (• lie (.-..ixr 111* liipK'i- tli.iL <Mitliuwli^h naUK'.' I 
k Milt jiMinl that iiiv s.i";iriiMis inttM'inir wa.s u inakf-r 
I'l li'iiMii I liMirlifM, liy MMMii|4 ^'*l" Mlirr, aii'l M:t 
liiiiiM li Id wniU ill il sliop, ()\f r the Hodr ot wliirli 
>v.M wiitdn iipnii II l)ii oi pipiT, 77rr tuukIta- 
M V N Intflnr htn hr-s hd/is, suld hrrv bif thv MAKKR. 
1 iiiiiliN. 1 \\ii. 11 liiili' ^>tllpn/.(M| ti) find tin; tksliiuD 
nt II Imiim/. iMiylIiui<; lorri^n, Inid r\U'n'lcrl it- 
bill t'lM) •11. it .1 iiisl:iiii'(- Innn M.Jaiiirs's; having 

( nil. I ivi I lin upUllnll tll.lt HOIK* l)Ut OUI' htrttlTH Ut , 

till- pnlih- ni>l I't' the town, >Acic tlic (l(!.spiucnt Ulid 
(li .roin. I, '.('■■■ *d our iioinc ni.iinitactnn's. 

\ , 1 ««' n I Mihd r(-:i.M)ii lor tins iiinviTHal (lislikc 
to rvrr, tlii'i'.' ili.il ir. I'ji:'lisli, 1 kIioiiIiI Ih» j;|iid of 
\nM'M .iinneMt:. on lln' suhjcrt, wliicli will gri;atly 

\iiur cun^tuni nuikr, and ud/iiirrr, 

CD. 
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I shall forbear making any remarks upon this 
letter, that 1 may oblige a very witty correspon 
dent, whose letter I received a few days ago, by the 
general post. But I must entreat the favour of 
this gentleman, and of all others who may incline 
to write to me in so laconic a stile, to chuse ano- 
ther method of conveyance, for fear their letter* 
«hould sometimes iiappen to miscarry. 

To Mr. Fitz-Adam. 

Sir, 
Pray be so kind as to insert tliis in your next. 

\\. n. 
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Since the publication of my correspondent's hit- 
ter on the subject of noise, I have received the two 
following, which I shall lay before my readers for 
the entertainment of to-day. 

To Mr. Fitz-Adam. 
Sir, 

Your paper which treats of the passion for noise, 
has in one respect given me some pleasure; the 
observations in it being such as I have often made 
myself, and tlie ridicme intended by them what 
many persons in the world very justly deserve. At 
the same time I could not help feeling some un- 
easiness, on being led by those observations, to re-^ 
fleet seriously and deliberately upon my own misK 
fortunes. 

Till I wiis about forty years old, I had live^ • 
bati-helor in London; at which time, haviu({ t^g- 

VOL. xxviii. u 
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quired a comfortable fortune in tlie mercantile wa 
I retired into the country ; and hoping to pass il 
rest of my days in peace, and to be happy in a ai 
cial companion, I married a wife. She has alwa; 
been, for any tiling that I know to the contrar 
v!hBX is called a virtuous woman : a noiMe one 
am sure she is : but though chastity and notaU 
ness may be very valuable qualities in a wonuu 
yet if they are to be nursed and cherished at tl 
e^ipence of meekness, forbearance, and all the otiM 
virtues, in my humble opinion, she had better I 
without them. I called at your friend Dodstcw* 
the last time I was in town, to look in Mr. Joni 
son's dictioniuy for the meaning of the word noli 
hie; but could find no such epithet applied to 
wife. I wish with all my heart that he had give 
us a definition of that character, as also of a gm 
ivoman^ which, according to some alehouse signs i 
the country, is a woman without a head. 

I have long been of opinion, that as the prind 
pal virtue of a man is courage, so the principal vii 
tue of a woman is silence : my wife, indeed, is of 
contrary way of thinking, with regard to this ft 
male virtue ; but till I am' stark deaf, I shall neve 
be prevailed upon to alter my opinion. Duml 
creatures w^ere always my delight, and particular! 
a cat, the dumbest ot aU ; but my wife, who has ; 
natural antipathy to that animal, has hung up ; 
parrot in my parlour, and filled my hen-yard an( 
garden with maccaws and peacocks. 

Besides the domestic noises with wliich I an 
perpetually tormented, I am unfortunately situatec 
near the church, and in the hearing of ten disma 
bells, which our parishioners have set up, in th 
room of one single bell, by which for many year 
before, the proper notice for church-time, and othe; 
parochial matters, had been usually given. A» 
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lest the advant^e of the sound of these bells should 
ever be lost, one of our wealthy yeomen has be- 
queathed by will a considerable sum of money to 
^e ringers of the parish, for a certain number of 
peals &Ye or six times a week for ever. About the 
time of this desirable acquisition, the new method 
of psalmody was introduced into our church, by a 
set of fellows wIk) call themselves the singers : so 
that our good old tunes being rejected, I am obliged 
to sit and hear their terrible bawling and discord, 
liaving never been taught to sing in treble time, or 
to find any thing solemn in the airs of a jigg. 

It happens also that our parish is famous for de- 
Egliting in what is called rough mvsic, consisting of 
performances on cow-horns, salt-boxes, warming- 
pans, sheep-bells, &c. intermixed with hooting, hal- 
looing, and all sorts of hideous noises, with which 
the young wags of the village serenade their neigh- 
bours on several occasions, particularly those fami- 
lies, in which (as the phrase is) the grey mare is the 
better horse. 

Being thus accustomed to noises in the day-time, 
I am frequently awaked out of my sleep (though in 
the absence of my wife) by dreaming of them in the 
night; so that in almost all my hours of retirement, 
in my slumbers, and even in my devotions, I am 
constantly tormented with noises, and thoroughly 
convinced that there is no peace for me but in the 
grave. 

This being my case, I would advise you, Mr. 
Fitz-Adam, by all possible means, to discourage 
this raging passion for noise. If you are a mar- 
ried man, and have a notable wife (though from the 
freedom and spirit with which you write, I should 
guess you to be a batchelor) you will need neither 
my example nor entreaties to set about this work 
la sober sadness. I am firmly persuaded that if 

8 2 
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you can put an end to all unreasonable ooitea, jam 
will then accomplish that universal refonnatioa ol 
flcntimeots and manners, for which your pi^^er wai 
intended. The women will be discreet and lovdy, 
and the men rational companions for their wivei 
and one another. 

After what I have here said of myself, I dare nol 
let -you know the first syllable of my name, oro( 
the village where I live; but I desire neverthekti 
to be esteemed as your very good friend, Bod^ 
though unknown. 

Tour moitfiut^id iwMe Mervai. 

P. 5. I forgot to tell you that I have three fini 
girlH, who, though extremely well indined, arc 
whipt everv hour in the day, and| made to pieroi 
my ears with their cries, for not qeing women be- 
fore their time, and as notable as their mamma. Il 
iiad like to have escaped me too, that though my 
wife is reckoned to have the best times of auy wo- 
man in the parish, it is the jest of the whole neigh- 
bourhood, upon hearing any violent or unusual 
screaming, that Mrs.*** is in labour. 

Mr. Fitz-Adam, 
Finding by a late paper of yours, that you are 
an advocate for peace and quietness, I am encou* 
raged, though a woman, to make known my case to 
you. 1 have ]>een a sufferer by noise »all my life 
long. When I was young, I had a tender, though 
not a sickly constitution, and was reckoned by all 
my acquaintance, a girl of a mild and gentle dispo- 
sition, wiih abundance of good-nature. The tem- 
\\vr of my father was unfortunately the very reverse 
of mine ; and though I was ready to obey the least 
notice of his will, yet his commands were alwayi 
given in 30 loud and harsh a tone of voice, that thej 
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terrified me like thunder. I have a thousand times 
started from ray chair, and stood with my knees 
knocking together, upon his beginning to ask me a 
common question. My mother, he used to tell 
me, would ruin me by her gentleness. Indeed she 
was as indulgent to me as I could wish, and hardly 
erer chid me in her life, unless forced to it by my 
fether, and to keep the peace of the family, which on 
various other occasions, was frequently in danger 
of being broken. 

At the boarding-school, which I was sent to at 
the usual age, I met with a governess who was 
hasty and passionate ; and as in her cooler hours 
fhe was frequently making concessions to her 
sciiolars for the unguarded things she had said in 
her anger, she lost all her autliority : so that having 
no one to fear, and no good example to follow, we 
were noisy and quarrelsome all the day long. 

After this I had the unhappiness to be left an 
orphan to the care of my mother's brother, who 
was a wealthy pewterer in the city. The room we 
lived in was directly over the shop, from whence 
my ears were perpetually dinned with the noise of 
hammers, and the clattering of plates and dishes. 
Our country-house (where we usually passed three 
or four months every summer) was built close to 
some iron-mills, of which my uncle was proprietor. 
During our stay at this house, I need not tell you, 
how I was tormented with the horrid and tremen- 
dous noise which proceeded from these mills. 

At last I was sent to board with a distant rela- 
tion, who had been captain of a man of war, but 
who having married a rich widow, had given up his 
commission, and retired into the country. UnfortLi* 
oately fo»* poor me, the captain still retained a pas- 
Hion for firing a great gun; and had mounted on a 
little fortification, that was thrown up against th^ 

» 3 
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front of his house, eleven niue ponnden 
were constantly discharged ten or a dos 
over, on the arrival of visitors, and on all 
and jrejoicings. Hie noise of these can 
more terrible to me than all the rest, ar 
have rendered my continuance there intoL 
a young gentleman, a relation of the capta 
not held me by the. heart-strings, and sof 
the most tender courtship in the wprld, the 
of these firings. In short, I staid at the < 
till my fortune was in my own power, and t 
it to a husband. 

But alas! Mr. Fitz-Adam, I am wedded 
and contention as long aS I live. This ten 
lovers is the most tyrannical of husban< 
hammering of pewter, the iron-mills and 
non, which so much disturbed me, are bi 
sounds, when compared to the raging of I 
whenever he throws himself into one of h 
It is the study of my lite to oblige and pie 
yet I offend and disgust him by every tli 
If I am silent to his upbraidings, I am su 
answer, though with the utmost mildnei 
either insolent or impertinent. How nii 
Mr. 'Fitz-Adam, to reclaim or bear wi 
Whatever I was by nature, I am at present 
bled, that I can submit to any thing. 1 1 
my case before you for your advice; b( 
convinced, by your speculations in gene 
you are a warm advocate for the sex, the 
sometimes take the liberty of telling us 
It is not so much at the crossness of my 
as at the loudness of his voice, that I comp 
I could submit with some kind of patiei 
beat, pinched, scratched, or any thing, so 
drum of my ear was not entirely in danger 
broken. If I was deaf, I could defy the i 
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his malice; but till that happy time arrives, I am 
the most miserable of women, though much Mn 
Fitz-Adam*8» 

Admirer y and kumble ^ervcmU 
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I OUGHT hourly to be looking up with gratitude 
and praise to the Creator of my being, for hav- 
ing formed me of a disposition that throws off 
every particle of spleen, and either directs my at- 
tention to objects of chearfulness and joy, or ena- 
bles me to look upon their contraries as I do on 
shades in a picture, which add force to the lights, 
and beauty to the whole. With this happiness of 
constitution, I can behold the luxury of the times, 
as giving food and cloathing to the hungry and the 
naked, extending our commerce, and promoting 
and encouraging the liberal arts. I can look upon 
the horrors of war, as productive of the blessings 
and enjoyments of peace ; and upon the miseries of 
mankind, which I cannot reheve, with a thankful 
heart that my own lot has been more favourable. 

There is a passage in that truly original poem, 
called the Spleen, which pleases me more than a!-; 
most any thing I have read. The passage is this : 

Happy the maUy ivho^ innocent j 
Grieves not at ills, he can't prevent ; 
His skiff' does with the current glide^ 
Not puffing pulVd against the tide : 
flcy paddling by the scuffling crotody 
SeeSy unconcerned, Ufes tcager rowd;^ 
And when he cant prevent foul play^ 
j^njoys the follies of the fray. 
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The laughing philosopher has always tupjpmind to 
me a more eligible character thaa the w^kig onei 
but before I sit down either to laugh or cry at the 
follies of mankind, as I have publicly enlisted my^ 
self in their service, it becomes me to administer 
every thing in my power to relieve or cure tfaem« 
For this purpose I shall here lay before my readers 
some loose hints on a subject, which wil^ I hope^ 
excite their attention, and contribute towards the 
expelling from the heart, those malignant and sulka 
humours, which destroy the harmony o( tod^l 
life. 

If we make observations on human nature, ti* 
tlier from what we feel in ourselves, or see in others; 
we shall perceive that almost all the oneaancaaei 
of mankind owe their rise to inactivity or idleeeaa 
of body or mind. A free and brisk circulation of 
the blood is absolutely necessary towards the ore* 
ating easiness and good humour ; and is the only 
means of securing us from a restless train of idle 
thoughts, which cannot fail to make us burthen* 
some to ourselves, and dissatbfied with all about 
us. 

Providence has therefore wisely provided for the 
generality of mankind, by compelling them to use 
that labour, which not only procures them the ne- 
cessaries of life, but peace and health, to enjoy 
them with delight. Nay farther, we find how es« 
^entially necessary it is that the greatest part of 
mankind should be obliged to earn their bread by 
labour, from the ill use that is almost universally 
made of those riches which exempt men from it. 
Even the advantages of the best education are ge- 
nerally found to be insufficient to keep us within 
the limits of reason and moderation. How hard 
do the very best of men find it, to force upon them* 
selves that abstinence or labour, wbicli the r4ar^ 
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68 of their circumstances does not immedi- 
compel them to? Is there really one in ten, 
y all the advantages of wealth and leisure, is 
more happy in respect to himself, or more 

to mankind? What numbers do we daily 
f such persons, either rioting in luxury, or 
ig in sloth, for one who makes a proper use of 
Ivantages which riches give for the improve-* 
of himself, or the happiness of others ? And 
lany do we meet with, who, for their abuse of 
esaings of life, are given up to perpetual un- 
88 of mind, and to the greatest agonies of bo- 
ain ? 
oever seriously considers this point, will dis- 

that riches are by no means such certain 
igs as the poor imagine them to be : on the 
iry, he will perceive that the common labours 
nployments of life are much better suited to 
ajority of mankind, than prosperity and abuzi'* 

would be without them. 
IV as a merciful sentence which the Criatoh 
1 on man for his disobedience, Bi/ the sweat of 
ce shalt thou eat thy bread ; for to the punish- 
itself he stands indebted for health, strength, 
.11 the enjoyments of life. Though the first 
ise was forfeited for his transgression, yet by 
enalty inflicted for that transgression, the 
is made into a paradise again, iu the Ixiautiful 
and gardens which we daily see produced by 
bour of man. And though the ground was pro- 
ved cursed for his disobedience, yet is that 

so ordered, as to be the punishment, chiefly 
Imost solely, of those, who by intemperance or 

inflict it upon themselves, 
m from the wants and weaknessen of mankind, 
le bands of nmtual support and aflection de- 
The necessities of e«ch, which ro uud^ ^i, 
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liiniself casi sufliciently rapply, compel Um to con- 
tribute toward the benefit of others; and Mule ho 
labours only for Us own advantage, he is pronotiBg 
the univenial good of all around hiin* 

Health is the blessmg which ererj one wklMS ta 
er\)oy ; but the multitude are so unreasonable, as la 
desire to purchase it at a cheaper rate than h is (a 
be obtained. The continuance of it is onljtofci 
secured by exercise or laboun But the mismtona 
is, that the poor are too apt to overlook their own 
enjoyments, and to view with eny^ the ease and 
affluence of their superiors, not considering tiiatd» 
usual attendants upon great fgrtu^es are ansuelf 
and disease. 

If it be true, that those persons are the ImpiMM t 
who have ihe fewest wants, the rich man ia moia 
the object of compassion than envy. However mo» 
derate his incluiations may be, die custom of tibs 
world lays him under the necessity of living up to 
his fortune. He must be surrounded by a usdeflS 
train of servants; his appetite must be palled with 
plenty, and his peace invaded by crowds. He mull 
give up the pleasures and endearments of domeitic 
life, to be the slave of party and faction. Or if the 
goodness of his heart should incline him to acts of 
humanity and benevolence, he will have finequently 
the mortification of seeing his charities ill bestow* 
ed ; and by his inability to relieve all, the constant 
one of making more enemies by his refusals, than 
friends by his benefactions. If we add to thete 
considerations a truth, which I believe few persoM 
will dispute, namely, that the greatest fortunes, by 
adding to the wants of their possessors, usually ren* 
der them the most necessitous of men, we shall find 
greatness and happiness to be at a wide distance 
from one another. If we carrj' our inquiries still 
ii^hcr^ if we examine into tlie state of a kingi and 
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vcn enthrone him, like our own, in the hearts oC 
M people ; if the life of a father be a life of cara 
ad anxiety, to be the father of a people is a pre- 
minence to be honoured, but not envied. 

The happiness of Ufe is, I believe, generally to be 
>uncl in those stations, which neither totally sub- 
»ct men to labour, nor absolutely exempt thenx 
•om it. Power is the parent of disquietude, am- 
ition of disappointment, and riches of disease. 

I will conclude these reflections with the foUqw- 
ig fable : 

* Labour, the offspring of Want, and the mo- 
ber of Health and Contentment, lived with 
cr two daughters in a little cottage, by tlie side o( 
hill, at a great distance from town. They were to- 
illy unacquainted with the greats and had kept no 
etter company than the neiglibouring villagers: 
ut having a desire of seeing the world, they for-^ 
>ok their companions and habitation, and deter- 
dned to travel. Labour went soberly along the 
>ad with Health on her right hand, who, by the 
>rightliness of her conversation, and songs of 
iiearfulness and joy, softened the toils of tlie way : 
hile Contentment went smiling on the letV 
ipporting the steps of her mother, and by her 
erpetual good-humour, increasing the vivacity of 
er sister. 

In this manner they travelled over forests and 
irough towns and villages, till at last they arrived 
t the capital of the kingdom. At their entrance 
ito the great city, the mother conjured her daugh- 
;rs never to lose sight of her ; for it was the will of 
ipiter, she said, that their separation should be 
ttended with the utter ruin of all three. But 
ealth was of too gay a disposition to regard the 
)unscls of Labour ; she suftbred herself to be de-» 
luclijLd hy Intlmpkravqj^^ a^ud at. \wiX. «JC\vl<^\\5^ 



child-birth of Disease. Covtevtmbvt, in t 
nbsence of her sister, gave herself up to the entic 
ments of Sloth, and was never heard of %iu 
while Labour, who could have no aijoyrae 
without her daughters, went every where in tear 
of them, till she was at last seiaed by Lamxtvj 
in her way, and died in misery/ 
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T*HE following letter is of so interestinff a natm 
that I have put my printer to no smaU inoonv 
nience in. getting it ready at a very short wanui 
for this day's publication. If the contents of it i 
genuine, I hardiy know, of a punishment, which t 
author of such complicated ruin does not desen 
The unavoidable miseries of mankind are sufficie 
in themselves for human nature to bear; but wh 
shame and dishonour are added to poverty ai 
want, the lot of life is only to be endured by t 
consideration that there is a final state of retrib 
tion, in which the sufferings of the innocent will 
abundantly recompenced, and temporary sono' 
be crowned with endless joys. 

To Mr. Fitz-Adam, 
Sir, 
If your breast has any feeling for the distresses 
a ruined wife and mother, I beseech you to give r 
most unhappy story a place in your next paper, 
may possibly come time enough to prevent a caU 
trophe, which would add horror to ruin, and dri 
to utter distraction a poor helpless family, w 
have more ml*ery already than they are able 
bear. 
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[ am the wife of a very worthy officer in thai 
ny, who, by a train of unavoidable misfortunes^ 
8 obliged to sell his cunimission ; and from a 
te of ease and plenty, has been long since re- 
ced to the utmost penury and want. One son 
i a daughter were our only children. — Alas ! that 
hould live to say it ! happy would it have been 

us, if one of them had never been born! — The 
Y was of a noble nature, and in happier times 

father bought him a commission in the service, 
lere he is now a lieutenant, and quartered in 
)tland wi til his regiment. O! he is a dear and 
tiful child, and has kept his pool* parents from 
I extremity of want, by the kind supplies which 
has from time to time sent us in our misfortunes. 
His sister was in the eves of a fond father and 
•ther lovely to an extreme. Alas, Mr. Fitz- 
am ! she was too lovely. — The times I have wa- 
ed her dear face with my tears, at the thought 
it her temper was too meek and gentle for so en- 
;ing a form ! She lived with us till she was 
ned of fourteen, at which time we were prevail- 
on by a friend to place her with a gentleman of 
tune in the country (who had lately buried his 
y) to be the companion of his daughters. The 
itlenian's character was too honourable, and the 
ir too advantageous, to suffer us to hesitate long 
)ut parting with a child, whom, dear to us as she 
5, we were not able to support. It is now a little 
re than two years since our separation ; and till 
hin a very few months, it was our happiness and 

that we had provided for her so lortunately, 
; lived in the esteem and friendship of the 
mg ladies, who wore inaeed very amiable per- 
s; and such was their father's seeming indul- 
ce to us, that he had advanced my husband a 
1 of money upon his bond, to il^^ Um.^t^'o^ 
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sonic small debts, which threatened him hourly with 
a J ail. 

But how shall I tell you, sir, that this seeming 
benefactor has been the cruellest of all enemies! 
The enjoyment of our good fortune began to be 
inl<Tni|>led, l)y hearing les-s frequently from our 
M.iugltler than we used to do; and when a letter 
from her arrived, it was short and constrained, and 
sometimes blotted, as if with tears, while it told us 
of nothin>i tiiat should occasion any concern. It is 
now upwards of two months since we have heard from 
her at all ; and while we were wondering at her si- 
lence, we received a letter from the eldest of the 
young ladies, which tlirew us into a perplexity, 
wliich can neither be described nor imagincid. It 
was directed to me, and contained these words : 

' Madam, 

* For reasons that you will too soon be acquaint- 
ed witli, I nuist d(^sire that your daughter maybe 
a stranger to our family. I dare not indulge my 
j)ity for her as I woulci, lest it should lead me to 
think too hardly of one, whom I am bound in duty 
to reverence and honour. The bearer brings you 
a trifle, with which I desire you will immediately 
hire a post-chaise, and take away your daughter. 
My father is from home, and knows nothing of this 
letter; but assure yourself it is meant to fer^ you; 
and tiiat I am, 

* Madam, 

* Your very sincere friend 

< and kwnble serttmt,' 

Alarmed and terrified as I was at this letter, I 
made no hesitation of complying with its contents. 
JUv bearer of it either could aot, or would not vor 
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form me of a syllable that I wanted to know. IMy 
husband indeed had a fatal guess at its meaning ; 
and in a fury of rage, insisted on accompanying 
me : but as I really hoped better things, and flat- 
tered myself that the young ladies were apprehen- 
sive of a marriage between their father and my 
girl, I soothed him into patience, and sat out a- 
lone. 

I travelled all night ; and early the next morn- 
ing, saw myself at the end of my journey. — O, sir! 
am I alive to tell it ? I found my daughter in a situ- 
ation the most shocking that a fond mother could 
behold ! She had been seduced by her benefactor, 
and was visibly with child. I will not detain you 
with the swoonings and confusion of the unhappy 
creature at this meeting, lior with my own distrac- 
tion at what I saw and heard. In short, I learnt 
from the eldest of the young ladies, that she had 
long suspected some unwarrantable intimacies be* 
tween her father and my girl ; and that finding in 
her altered shape and appearance a confirmation of 
her suspicions, she had questioned her severely upon 
tlie subjed, and brought her to a full confession of 
her guilt: that farther, her infatuated father wa» 
then gone to town, to provide lodgings for the ap- 
proaching necessity, and that my poor deluded 
girl had consented to live with him afterwards in 
London, in the character of a mistress. 

I need not tell you, sir, the horror I felt at this 
dismal tale. Let it suffice that I returned with my 
unhappy child, with all the haste I was able. Nor 
is it needful that I should tell you of the rage and 
indignation of a fond add distracted father at our 
coming home. Unhappily for us all, he was too vi- 
olent in his menaces, which I suppose reached the 
cars of this cruellest of men, who eight days ago 

. t2 



caused bim to be arrested upon bis bond, and bur* 
ried to a prison. 

But if tbis, Mr. Fltz-Adam» bad been tbe utmose 
of my misery^ cruel as it is» I bad spared you tbe 
trouble of this relation, and buried my grief in mj 
own bosom. Alas ! sir, I have another concern, that is 
more insupportable to me than all I have told you. 
My distracted husband in tbe anguish of his 80ul» 
has written to my son» and given him the most ag- 
gravated detail of his daughter's shame, and his own 
imprisonment ; conjuring him (as he has confessed 
to me this morning) by the honour of a soldier, 
and by every thing he holds dear, to lose not ft 
moment in doing justice with his sword upon this 
destroyer of his family. The fatal letter was sent 
last week, and has left me in the utmost horror at 
the thought of what may happen. I dread every 
thing from tbe rashness and impetuosity of my son, 
whose notions of honour and justice are those of a 
young soldier, who in defiance of the law, will b^ 
judge in his own cause, and the avenger of injuries, 
which heaven only should punish. 

I have written to him upon this occanon in all 
tbe agony of a fond mother's distresses. But OJ 
I have fatal forebodings that my letter will arrivt 
too late. What is tbis honour, and what this jus* 
tice that prompts men to ads of violence and blood, 
and either leaves them victims to the law, or to 
Ihcir own unwarrantable rashness ? As forcibly as I 
was able in this distracted condition, 1 have set his 
duty before him; and have charged him, for his own 
so Ill's sake, and for the sake of those he most ten- 
derly loves, not to bring utter ruin on a family whose 
distresses already are near sinking them to the 
grave. 

The only glimmering of comfort tliat opens upon 
m^'f is the hope that your publication of this letter 
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nay warn the wretch who has undone us of his 
ianger, and incline him to avoid it. Fear is gene- 
rally the companion of guilt, and may possibly be 
he means of preserving to me the life of a son, af- 
er worse than death has happened to a daughter. 

If you have pity in your nature, I beg the imme- 
iiate publication of this letter, which will infinitely 
)blige, 

Sir, Your greatly distressed, 

but most faithful hiunble servant. 



No. 14.5. THURSDAY, OCTOBER 9, 1755. 



To Mr. Fitz-Adam, 
Sir, 

[t is with great pleasure that I see you frequently 
ioing justice to the age you live in, and not running 
nto that vulgar and ill-natured prejudice that the 
present times are worse than the past. We are cer- 
tainly better in every respedl than our forefathers ; 
md it is right we should be told so, to encourage 
as in our progress towards the summit of perfec- 
tion. I could give a thousand instances of the virtues 
3f these times ; but shall at present content myself 
with one, which I do not remember that you have 
tiitherto so much as touched upon. It is the ex- 
treme constancy and disinterestedness of the men, 
in affairs of love and marriage. 

I am a woman, Mr. Fitz-Adam, and have lately 
experienced tliis truth, in a degree that would 
bring upon me the imputation of ingratitude, if I 
neglected to do this public justice to the most con- 
Itant and generous of all lovers. 

It is now upwards of a year since J received the 

t3 
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addresses of this gentlemaii. He is a man offer- 
tune aad £Eunily ; perfectly agreeable in his person; 
witty and engaging in his conversation ; with a 
heart the most tender, and manners the most soft 
and amiable that can be imagined. Such as I have 
described him, you will not wonder that I gave lum 
my whole heart, and waited with the utmost im- 
patience to be united to him for ever. * 

I will not give him a merit which he does not 
want, that of intending my happiness only, and of 
raising me to a rank which neither my |)erson nor 
fortune gave me any pretensions to : on the con* 
trary, I was young and handsome, and in the opi- 
nion of the world, one whose alliance could 
bring as much honour into my lover^s family, as he 
could reflect on mine. Nor indeed did I ever wbh 
that there should be any such obligation on either 
side; having generally observed that the most equal 
matches are the most productive of happiness. But 
I only mention this circumstance, as it may serve to 
do honour to his behaviour since. 

The time was now approaching, which was to 
make us inseparably one. What his sentiments were 
upon the occasion, may be seen by the following 
letter, which, among a thousand of the same kind, 
J shall here transcribe. 

' It is as impossible for me to rise, and not write 
tp my angel, j^ to lie down and not think of her. I 
am too happy. Pray use me a little ill, that I may 
come to a right state of mind ; for at present I can 
neither eat nor sleep : yet I am more good-humoured 
than all the world ; and then so compassionate, that 
I pity every man I see. My dearest loves only me, 
and all other men must be miserable. I wonder 
that any body can laugh besides myself: if it be a 
man, he makes me jeajous ; I fancy that he enter*! 
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I hopes of my charmer ; for the world has no* 

I else in it to make him chearful. 
And now, my life ! I have done with all my 
>ts ; the time approaches, that will change them 
happiness. I know of nothing (sickness and 
b excepted) that can possibly prevent it. Our 
iures will lie in so narrow a compass, that we 

always be within reach of tliem. To oblige and 
bilged, will be all we want; and how sweet it is to 
iC, that the business of our lives, and the delight 
jr hearts, will be the same thing ! I mean, the 
ing each other happy ! but I am doomed to be 
e obliged than I have power to oblige. — What a 

am I to have ! Indeed, my love, 1 shall think 
df the worst, if 1 am not the very best of all 
)ands. 

pan my making a visit of a few days to a friend 

• town, where I desired him not to come, he 
te to me as follows : 

This lazy penny-post, how I hate it ! It is two 
Dus days that I must wait for an answer to 

I I write. I will set up a post of my own, that 
I go and come every two hours; and then upon 
lition that I hear from you by every return of 

will obey your commands, and not think of 
ig you, I wonder you have not taken it into 
: head to bid me live witliout breathing. But . i 

care, my love, that you never give up the 
sryou have over me ; for if ever it comes to my 

to reign, I will be revenged on you without 
:y. I will load you so with love and kind of- 
, that your little heart shall almost break, in 
5gling how to be grateful. I will be torment- 
7ou every day, and all day long. I will prevent 

• very wishes. Even the poor coiaioiX. o^Vq^^ 
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shall be denied jon ; for you shall know Umtnoiie 
of your to-morrow8 8hall.be h^ipier than jour Yes- 
terdays. Your pride too shall be mortified ; ror I 
will out-love yon, and be kinder to you than you 
can possibly beto me. All these miseries you dball 
suffer, and yet never be able to wish for death to 
relieve you from them. So if you have a mind to 
avoid my cruelties, resolve not to marry me ; for 
I am a tyrant in my nature, and wilT execute all I 
bave thr^itened.* 

How tender and obliging were these exiuressioost 
I own to you, Mr. Fitz-Adam, that I answered them 
all, in an equal strain of fondness. But in the midst 
of this sweet intercourse, he was unhi^pily taken 
ill of the small-pox. The moment he was sensible 
of his distemper, he conjured me in a letter not to 
come near him, lest his apprehensions for me (as I 
had never had it) should prove more fatal to him 
than the disease. It was indeed of the most dan- 
gerous kind : but how was it possible forme to keep 
from him ? I flew to him when he was at the worst, 
and would not leave him till they took me away b\ 
force. The consequence of this visit was, that ' 
caught the infection, and sickened next day. M 
distemper was of the confluent sort, and much won 
than my lover's, who in less than three weeks w; 
in a condition to return my visit, lie had sent t 
lEOst every hour in the day to inquire how I di 
and when he saw me out of danger (though tots 
altered from my former self) his transports w 
not to be told or imagined. 1 cannot resist 
pleasure of transcribing the letter tliat he sent 
At his return home that evening. 

' What language shall 1 invent to tell the chai 
of my soul how happy this visit has made me ? 
see you restored to healtli was my heart's 
wish ; nor can my eyes behold a change in 
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e (if they can be sensible of any change) that will 
I endear it to me beyond the power of beauty, 
ery trace of that cruel distemper will be consider- 
by me as a love mark, that will for ever revive 
my soul the ideas of that kindness by which it 
ne. Lament not a change then, that makes you 
elier to me than ever: for till your f;>u1 changes 
iiich can never happen) I will be only and all 

' Yours! 
This letter, and a thousand repetitions of the 
ue engaging language, made me look upon the 
s of my beauty, as a trivial loss. But the time 
s not yet come, that was to shew me this gene- 
is and disinterested lover in the most amiable of 
lights. My father, whose only child I was, and 

had engaged to give me a large fortune at my 
.rriage, and the whole of his estate at his death, 

1 ill soon after; and to the surprize of all the 
rid, died greatly involved, and left me without a 
lling to my portion. 

My lover was in the country, when I acquainted 
n with this fatal news. Indeed I had no doubt 
his generosity ; but how like a divinity he ap- 
ired to me when by the return of the post, he 
it me the following letter ! 

Think not, my soul, that any external accident 
1 occasion the least change in my affections. I 
her rejoice that an opportunity is at last given 
! of proving to my dearest creature, that I loved 
: only for herself, I have fortune enough for 
th ; or if I had not, love would be sufficient to 
)ply all our wants. This cruel business, how an- 
r it makes me ! But a very few days, my life, shall 
ng me to your arms. O ! how I love you ! Those 
; my favourite words, and I am sure I shall die 
:hthem; or if I should have the misery to out-live 
11, they will only be changed to — O I Vv<y« Ws^^^ 
: ! But the HOW, my dear, n. woV \jc> \i^ viv.^% 



your own heart muat teach it jon» When is it that I 
shall love you best of all? Why, the last day of my 
life, after having lived many, many years, 

* Your obUgedy <md happy kudHmd! 

How. truly noble was this letter ! But you will 
think me dr/elling too long upon my own hi^pi- 
ness ; I shall therefore only add, that it is now a 
week since he wrote it ; and that yesterday I re- 
ceived the undoubted intelligence, that my lover 
was married the very next day, to a fat widow of 
Hve-and-fifty, with a large jointure, a fine house, 
and a £&rtune of twenty thousand pounds at her 
own disposal. 

' I am. Slit, 

Tour mo$t obedieKt saxaiU, 
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I HAVE SO tender a regard for my fair country- 
women, that I most heartily congratulate them up- 
on the approaching meeting of the parliament, 
which I consider (and I believe they do so too) M 
the general gaol-delivery of the several counties of 
the united kingdom. 

That beautiful part of our species once engrossed 
my cares ; they still share them : I have been ex- 
ceedingly affected all the summer with the thoughts 
of I heir captivity, and have felt a sympathetic grief 
for tliem. 

In truth, what can be more moving, than to ima- 
gine a fine woman of the highest rank and fashion 
torn from all the elegant and refined pleasures of 
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he metropolis; hurried by a merciless hi!isband 
tito country captivity, and there exposed to the in- 
ursions of the neighbouring knights, squires, and 
arsons, their wives, sons, daughters, dogs, and 
lorses ? The metropolis was at once the seat of her 
mpire, and the theatre of her joys. Exiled from 
hence, how great the fall ! how dreadful the pri- 
on ! Methinks I see her sitting in her dressing* 
oom at the mansion-seat, sublimely sullen, like a 
ethroned eastern monarch ; some few books, scat- 
ered up and down, seem to imply that she finds no 
onsolation in any. The unopened kndtting-bag 
peaks her painful leisure. Insensible to the prof- 
ered endearments of her tender infants, they are 
ent away for being so abominably noisv. Her dress 
5 even neglected, and her complexion laid by, I 
ni not ashamed to own my weakness, if it be one ; 
or I confess that this image struck me so strongly^ 
lid dwelt upon my mind so long, that it drew tear» 
rom my eyes. 

The prorogation of the parliament last spring was 
he fatal forerunner of this summer captivity. I 
iras well aware of it, and had some thoughts of pre- 
>aring a short treatise of consolation, which I would 
lave presented to my fair country-women, in two 
)r three weekly papers, to have accompanied them 
n their exile : but I must own that I found the at- 
empt greatly above my strength; and inadequate 
:onsolation only redoubles the grief, by reviving in 
be mind the cause of it. Thus at a loss, I searched 
as every modest modern should do) the ancients, 
n order to say in English, whatever they had said 
n Latin or Greek upon the like occasion ; but far 
rom finding any case in point, I could not find one 
n any degree like it. I particularly consulted Ci- 
:ero, upon that exile which he bore so very indif- 
icreatly himself j but to my great 8ur\)Tu^^co\3\ji x^aX. 
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meet wilb one single word of consolation, addressed 
and adapted to the fair and tender pHrt of his tptt- 
ciea. To say the truth, that philosopher seeDU to 
have had Mtber a contempt lor, or an averatOD Lo 
the fair aex ; for it is very observeahle, that even in 
his eizsay upon old age, there iti »ot one single penod 
addressed directljundexdusively to them; whereai 
I humbly presume that an old woman wiiuls at 
least as much, if not more comfort than an old 
man. Far be it from me to offer them that refined 
itoical argument to prove that exile can be no niia- 
foi tune, because tlieejtiled persons can always cany 
tlieir virtue along witli them, if they please, . 

However, though I could administer no adeqtiaU J 
comfort to my fair fellow-subjects under tbeir couit- I 
try captivity, my tender concern for them proHiptt 1 
me to offer tbem some advice upon their ^proach' ' 
jug liberty. 

As thcie must have been daring this suspensioo 
(1 V. ill nol &ay only of pleasure, but, in a manner, of 
existence) a considerable Ea\'irig in the article of 
pin-money, I earnestly recommtnd to them, imme- 
diately upon their coming to totvn, lo apply that 
sinking fund to the discharge of debts already in- 
curred, and not divert it to the current service of 
tlie ensuing year. I would not be misunderstood; 
1 meau only the payment of debts of honour con- 
traded at Commerce, Brai^, or Furo; as they an 
apt to hang heavy upon the mindsof women of s<-n~ 
timent, and even to affect their countenaiicee, upon 
thi; approach of a creditor. As for tJiop-debts lo 
mercers, milliners, jewellers, French pedlars, kikI 
■u' h like, it is no great matter whether they are 
paid or not ; some how or otiier those people will 
shift for themselves, or at worst, f^ll uHimatety up- 
ftii the husband. 

1 will aiao advise those line women, who, bv aa 
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unfortunate concurrence of odious circumstances, 
have been obliged to begin an acquaintance with 
their husbands and children in the country, not to 
break it off entirely in town, but on the contrary, 
to allow a few minutes every day to the keeping it 
up ; since a time may come when perhaps they 
inay like their company rather better than none 

iU all; 

As my fair fellow-subjects were always famous for 
Uieir public spirit and love of their country, I hope 
they will, upon the present emergency of the war 

I with France, distinguish themselves by unequivocal 
proofs of patriotism. I flatter myself that they will^ 
at their iirat appearance in town, publicly renounce 
tliose Frencli fashions which of late years have 
brought their principles^ both with regard to reli- 
gion and government, a little in question. And 
therefore 1 exhort them to disband their curls, 
comb their heads, wear white linen, and clean 
pocket-handkerchiefs, in open defiance of all the 
power of France. But above all, I insist upon their 
laying aside that shameful piratical practice of hoist* 
ing false colours upon their top-gallant, in the mis- 
taken notion of captivating and enslaving their 
countrymen. This they may the more easily do at 
firgt, since it is to be presumed, that during their 
Iretirement, their faces have enjoyed uninterrupted 
rest. Mercurv and vermilion have made no de* 
predations these six months; good air and good 
hours may perhaps have restored, to a certain de- 
gree at least, their natural carnation: but at worst, 
_ I will venture to assure them, that such of their 
^ lovers who know them again in tliat sta,te of na- 
^^ tive artless beauty, will rejoice to find the commu« 
^ mcation opened again, and all the barriers of 
: plaster and stucco lemoved* Be it kuowuto them, 

r id TOL. XX villi V 
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that there is not a man in £i}gland, who does 
infinitely prefer the brownest natural, to the whit 
artificial skin ; and I have received numberless : 
ters from men of the first fashion, not only requi 
ing but requiring me to proclaim this truth, w 
leave to publish their names ; which however I < 
cline ) but -if -I thought it could be of any usi 
could easily present them with a round robin 
that effect, of above a thousand of the most 
spectable names. One of my correspondents, 
member of the Royal Society, illustrates his ind 
nation at glased fstceSy by an apt and well-ino^ 
physical experiment. The shining glass tube, sa 
he, when warmed by friction, attracts a featl 
(probably a white one) to close contact; but t 
same feather, from the moment that it is taken « 
the- tube, flies it witli more velocity than it approac 
ed it with before. I make no application ; but, avc 
the omen, my dear country-women ! 

Another, who seems to have some knowledge 
chemistry, has sent me a receipt for a most exce 
lent wash, which he desires me to publish, by wj 
of svccedaneum to the various greasy, glutinous, ac 
pernicious applications so mucii used of late. It 
as follows : 

Take of fair clear water quantum fufficit ; put 
into a clean earthen or china bason ; then take a clti 
li::en cloth, dip it in that water , and apply it to t 
face night and morningy or oftener as occasion may n 
qtdre^ 

I own, the simplicity and purity of thisadmirab! 
lotion recommend it greatly to me, and engage m 
to recommend it to my fair country-women. It: 
free from all the inconveniences and nastiness of a 
other preparations of iirt whatsoever. It does no 
ptink, as all otlicrs do ; it does not corrode the skii 
a^ all others do ; it di>cb not destroy the eyes, uo 
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rot the teeth, as all others do ; and it does not com- 
niunicate it^^elf by collision, nor betray the trans- 
actions of a tefe a tvfc, as most others do. 

Having thus paid my tribute of grief to my lovely 
cbuntry-^\■omen during their captivity, and my tri- 
btite of congratulations upon their approaching 
liberty, I heartily wish them a good journey to Lon- 
don. May they soon enter, in joytul triumph, that 
metropolis which, six months ago, they quitted with 
tears! 



No. 147. THURSDAY, OCTOBER 23, 1755. 



I AM favoured with the following letter ty a coi** 
respondent; who (if I am not mistaken in the hand) 
has once obliged me before. I cannot better testify 
my approbation of what he writes, than by desiring 
a repetition of his favours, as often as he has lei- 
fure and inclination to oblige me. It is chiefly 
owing to the assistance; of such correspondents, 
that this paper has extended its date beyond the 
usual period of such kind of productions : and (if I 
may be allowed to say it) they have given it a va- 
riety, which could hardly have been accomplifhed 
by one single hand. Whether it be modesty or 
vanity that compels me to this confession, 1 shall 
leave the reader to determine, after telling him, 
that it is to the full as pleasing to me, not to have 
been thought unworthy of the assistance I have re- 
ceived, as it would to have been myself the com- 
poser of the most approved pieces in this collect 

tton. 
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To Mr, FxTK'fADAirt 

lu th^8 IaQ4 of liberty, he who can procure a prin* 
ter commexices author, and in«truaB the publiCf 
Far be it frOm me to c^nsiire this spirit of advising, 
so prevalent amongmy honoured countnnnen ; for 
to this we owe treatises of divinity by taliow?chand« 
lers, an4 decbn^tio^^i on politics ]ij apotbecilY 
ries. 

You must no doiibt have observed, that every 
man who is in possession of a diamond, arrogpites. 
to himself this privilege of instructing others : hence 
it is that ihe panes of windows in all places of pub? 
lie resort, are so an^ply fumishec^ with miacellanen 
pus observations^ by various authors, 

One advice may he given to all writers, whether 
on paper or on glass ; and it is comprehended in the 
single word think. My purpose at present is to il-: 
lustrat;,e this maxim, in as far as it respects the lat* 
ter sort of authors, 

I divide the auUiors who exercise the dian^on^ 
into four classes;; the politicians^ the kisiorians^ the 
lovers y and the satpists. 

The mystery, or t^rt of politics, is the business of 
every one, who either has nothing to do, or who 
cares not to do any thiug ; as a broken merchant 
is often mad^ a tide-waiter, H^nce so many poH" 
ficiam make their appearance on glass. It is there 
that controversies of a political nature are daily 
agitated : in them the established laws of contro- 
versy are observed : some one asserts the truth of 
a proposition ; another contradicts him ; rogue 
and rascal are imjaediately dealt about, and the 
matter originally in dispute, is no more heard of. 

Now, Mr. Fitz-Adam, if these gentlemen wduhi 
be but pj^ased to tui^k^ «>ivC\ \iw^^.\^ tUw tcpiper, 
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how might tho world be edified ! One might acquire 
as much useful knowledge by travelling post through 
England, as ever the philosopliers of Athens did by 
lounging in their portico's; and our great turnpike- 
roads would afford as complete a system of politics, 
as that which Plato picked up in his Egyptian 
rambles. In a word, the debates on the windows 
at the Clcorge or tlie Bell, might prove no less iu- 
•truclii'jV,, than the debates of the political club, or 
the socicly at the lloniN Hood. 

Were tliis proposed reformation to take place, 
the contractors for the magazines of Knowledge luid 
Pleasure might forage successfully on window-glass. 
But I need not insist farther on these considera- 
tions ; their /cal for the public service is well known :• 
with the view of amusing and instructing, they have 
notonl\ ransacked the records of pastry-schools, 
and the manuscript collections of good housewives 
for reel ij)ti> in cookery, but they have consulted the 
monuments of the dead, for delightful blunders, and 
mcTry ejiitaphs. 

'I'he historians on glass are of various sorts : some 
are chronolof;;erSy and content themselves with in- 
forming us tliat they were at such a place, on such 
a day, in their way to this or that town or 'county. 
Others are chorographersy and minutely describe 
the nature and condition of the highways and the 
Jandladii s. A third sort may be termed annalintsy 
^ho imagine that fact deserves to be recorded, 
merely because it is fact ; and on tliis account 
gravely tell the world that on such a day they fell 
m love, or got drunk, or did some other thing of' 
equal insignificancy. 

A little thought would abridge the labour of these 
historians. Let them reflect on the nothitu'ness of 
such incidents, and surely they will abstain from re- 
cording thera. In common life, vuvuxjiX^ i^\\j\\vi\v5» ^V 

u 3 
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trifles are necessary: man is a sociable and talkative 
aiiiiiiiil ; and as tlic bulk of mankind cannot com- 
municate to otliers what they have thought^ they 
must content themselves with relating what they 
have itecn. On this principle are most coffee-house 
societic*s established. But why must a man be dull 
and narrative on window-glass ? Let him reserve his 
dulness for the club-night, and, as Dogberry in tlie 
play says, bestow all bis tediousness on his own 
companions. 

I now proceed to the most numerous tribe of all, 
the lavers ; and shall only hint at some enormities 
in their conduct. And first of all, as to their cus- 
tom of writing the names of their mistresses with 
anno domini at the end of them ; as if the chronicles 
of love were to be as exactly kept as a parish re- 
gister. To what good purpose can this serve ? To 
inscribe the names of fair ladies on glass, may, in- 
deed, convey a pretty moral signification; since fe- 
male charms are properly enough recorded on ta- 
blets of afrail nature ; but when the year of admira- 
tion is added, what elderlv woman is there who can 
pretend to ycuthfulness ? Her waiting-maid may ex- 
tol her good looks; her mirror may deceive her; 
powder of pearl and Spanish wool may favour the 
illuttion ; hwlpretty miss Suck-a-one 1730, is an argu- 
ment of antiquity, which neither ilattery uor paint 
can refute. 

The lovers also deserve censure for their humour 
of writing in verse, Because all poets are said to 
be lovers, these gentlemen sagely conclude that all 
lovers are poets ; and on the faith of this inverted 
apliorisni, they commence rliymers. He who can- 
not compose a sermon, does well to read the work^ 
of anothor. This example ought to be imitated by 
the herd of lovers. Prior and Hammond are at 
tiwir service; tbeir only cajeoMigjAlobein the ap« 
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plication. And yet this caution, simple as it is, has 
been neglected by many lovers, who have conde- 
scended to steal. Hence it is that the wealth of the 
east is frequently declared insufficient for the pur- 
chase of a girl, who would be dear at half-a-crown ; 
and Milton's description of the mother of human 
kind, perverted to the praise of some little mil- 
liner. 

The safj/rists come now to be considered. These 
men are certainly of a strange composition. While 
dinner is getting ready, they amuse themselves with 
making out a list of the fa,ults, real or imaginary, 
which may be imputed to any of their acquaintance. 
Incapable of reflection, they know not how to em- 
ploy their time, and therefore wound and murder 
the fanrie of men better and wiser than themselves. 
If I am not mistaken, a defamation is no less punish- 
able when inscribed on glass, than when committed 
to paper. This consideration may prevent fools froii^ 
scattering arrows and death, although reason and 
humanity cannot. 

But the c\ne( o( all satj/rist.s are they who scribble 
obscenity on windows. Every word which they 
write, is a severe reflection on themselves, and, in 
the judgment of foreigners, on their country. What 
opinion must foreigners entertain of a nation, where 
infamous ribaldry meets the eye on every window ? 
an enormity peculiar, in a great measure, to Great 
Britain. Do these writers indeed believe themselves 
to be wits ? Let them but step into the smoaking 
parlours, or the low rooms where their footmen have 
their residence, and they will perceive that the 
«erving-men equal their masters in this species of 
wit. Vainly do people of fashion attempt to mo- 
nopolize illiberality, ignorance, and indecency, when, 
a they and their footmen apply themselves to \.V\a 
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^ame studies, the latter will probably be the best 
proiicients. 
Be wide therefore, ye scribblers, and thiitKa 

I ami &c. 
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Civility and ooon-BREEniKO are genensJly 
thought, and often used, as synonymous terms, bat 
lire by no means so. 

Good-breeding necessarily implies citilitt} 
but civility does nut reciprocally imply good- 
li 11 £ E bi N o. The former has its intrinsic weight and 
value, which the latter always adorns and often 
doubles by its workmanship. 

To tiacrilice one/s own self-love to other people's, 
isii^hort, buti believe, atnie definition of civility: 
to do it with ease, propriety, and grace, is good- 
breeding. Tlie one is the result of good-nature; 
the other of good- sense, joined to experience, ob« 
nervation, and attention. 

A ploughman will be civil, if he is good-natured, 
but cannot be well-bred. A courtier will be weU- 
bred, though perhaps without good-nature, if he has 
but good-sense. 

Flattery is the disgrace of good-breeding, 
as brutality often is of truth and sincerity. Good-* 
BREEDING is the middle point between those two 
odious extremes. 

Ceremony is the superstition of good-breei*' 
ING, as well as of religion ; but yet, being an out- 
work to both, should not be absolutely demolish- 
ed. It is always, to a certain degree, to be com- 
plied with, thou^U dea^Saed \i>j xVioi^ yiho thinks 
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because admired and respected by those who do 

lOt. 

The most perfect degree of good-breeding, as 

have already hinted, is only to be acquired by 
reat knowledge of the world, and keeping the best 
ompany. It is not the object of mere speculation, 
nd cannot be exactly defined, as it consists in a 
tness, a propriety of words, actions, and even looks, 
dapted to the infinite variety ar)d combinations of 
ersons, places, and things. It is a mode, not a sub- 
tance: for what is oood-bheeding at St. James's 
rould pass for foppery or banter in a remote vil- 
ige; and the home-spun civility of that village, 
^ould be considered as brutality at court. 

A cloystered pedant may form true notions of 
ivility; butifan^idst the cobwebs of his cell he 
retends to spin a specijlative systeni of GooDr 
REKDiNQ, he will not be less absurd than his pre* 
ecessor, who judicioi^sly undertook to instruct 
[annibal in the art of war, • The most ridiculous 
nd most aukward of men are, therefore, the specu-r 
itively well-bred monks of all religions and all 
rofessions. 

Good-breeding, like charity, notonly covers a 
lultitude of faults, but, to a certain degree, sup- 
lies the want of some virtues. In the common in-«» 
jrcourse of life, it acts good-nature, and often does 
hat gQod-nature will not always do ; it keeps both 
its and fools within those bounds of decency, 
hich the former are too apt to transgress, and 
hich the latter never know, 

Courts are unquestionably the seats of good- 
reeding ; and must necessarily be so ; other-r 
ise they would be the seats of violence and deso-* 
tion. There all the passions are in their highest 
ate of fermentation. All pursue what but few can 
jUjn, ^nd njany seek xyhat but oiv^ cdw ^vl^^^^. 
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GboD-BREtbiNO alone restrains their ^xciessesA 
There, if enemies did notembrace^ thqy would stab* 
Tiiere, smiles are often put on, to conceal teiirs. 
There, mutual services are professed, while mutual 
injuries are intended ; and there, the guile of the 
sierpent simulates the gentleness of the dove : all 
this, it is true, at the expence of sincerity; but, up- 
on the whole, to the advantage of social intercourse 
in general. 

1 would not be misapprehended, and supposed to 
recommend oood-bkeedino, thus prophaned and 
prostituted to the purposes of guilt and perfidy; 
but I think I may justly infer from it, to what a de- 
dcgree the accomplishment of ooo]>-b&£ediv<» 
must adorn and enforce virtue and truth, when it 
can thus soften the outrages and defortx^ty of vice 
and falsehood. 

I am sorry to be obliged to confess that my na- 
tive country is not perhaps the seat of the most per- 
fect GOOD-BREEDING, though I really believe that 
it yields to none in hearty and sincere civility, as 
fiir as CIVILITY is (and to a certain degree it is) an 
inferior moral duty of doing as one would be doneby. 
If Frahce exceeds us in that particular, the incompa- 
rable author of U Esprit de Loix accounts for it very 
impartially, and I believe very truly. Iffny cowa* 
fri/men, says he, are the best-bred people iri the worldi 
it is only became thcij are the taincst. It is certain 
that their good-breedino and attentions, by flat- 
tering the vanity and self-love of others, repay their 
own with interest. It is a general commerce, usu- 
ally carried on by a barter of attentions, and often 
without one grain of solid merit, byway of mediumy 
to make up the balance. 

It were to be wished that good-breeding were 
in general thouglit a more essential part of the edu- 
Ciition of our youth, espedalW of distinction, tlian at 
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present it seems to be. It might even be substituted 
in the room of some academical studies, that take 
up a great deal of time, to very little purpose ; or at 
least, it might usefully share some of those many 
hours, that arc so frequently employed upon a coacli- 
box, or in stables. Surely those who by their rank 
and fortune are called to adorn courts, ought at least 
not to disgrace them by their manners. 

But I observe with concern, that it is the fashion 
for our youth of both sexes, to brand good-bueed- 
ING with the name of ceremony and formality. As 
such, they ridicule and explode it, and adopt in its 
stead, an olTensive carelessness and inattention, to 
the diminution, I will venture to say, even of their 
own pleasures, if they know what true pleasures 
are. 

Ix)ve and friendship necessarily produce, and 
justly authorize familiarity: butthenoooD-B heed- 
ing must mark out its bounds, and say, thus far 
shalt thou go, and no farther; for I have known 
many a pasiiion and many a friendship degraded, 
veakened, and at last (if I may use the expression) 
wholly 6lalten;cd si\\iiy,hy an unguarded and illiberal 
familiarity. Nor is oooD-BUEEDiNGlesstheorna- 
ment and cement of common social life : it connects, 
it endears, and at the same time that it indulges the 
just liberty, restrains that indecent licentiousness of 
conversation, which alienates and provokes. Great 
talents make a man famous, great merit makes him 
respected, and great learning makes him esteemed ; 
but GOOD-BREEDING aloue can make him be loved, 

I recommend it in a more particular manner to 
my country-women, as the greatest ornament to 
^uch of them as have beauty, and the safest refuge 
for those who have not. It facilitates the victories, 
decorates the triumphs, and secures the conquests of 
bgauty; or in soiuo degree atones for U\e v;iw\Vvii 
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it. It almblit deifies a fine woman, and procaiei 
respect at least to those who have not channs enough 
to be admired. 

Upon the whole, though good-bkbbbivo caa^ 
not, strictly spealdng^ be called ayirtoe, yet it is 
productive of so many good efiects, that, in my opi* 
tiion, it may justly be reckoned more than amerti 
accomplishment. 



No. 149. THURSDAY, NOVEMBEttS, 175^^ 



Csmmnn iicei mffue (mma «if Utiit) mm»* 

▼iBCIL* 

To Mr. Fitz-AdaM. 
Sir, 

I D o not knew that youj or any of your predece*^ 
ftors, have ever paid your compliments to a most 
useful branch of this community ; I mean the au-^ 
i:ient and reputable society of Halt. ad-singbrs. 
1 hese harmonious itinerants do not cheat the coun* 
try-people with idle tales of being taken by the 
Turks, or maimed by the Algerines, but earn an 
honest livelihood, by a proper exertion of those ta- 
lents with which nature hatf endowed them. For if 
H brawny-shouldered porter may live by turning 
prize-fighter, or a gentleman of the same make, by 
turning petticoat-pensioner, I do not sec why a per- 
son endued with the gift of a melodious voice, is not 
equally entitled to ail the advantages which can 
possibly arise from it. 

With regard to the antiquity o^ this profession, in 
all probability, we owe the invenlion of it to old 
Homer himself, who hawked his Iliad about the 
?troet;i for an obolus a book. But as the trttde was 



; then brought into any repute, and as his poetry 
nted the refinement of modem times, he could 
rceearn bread for himself and his family. Thes- 
,the Athenian, made a great improvement in the 
; he harnessed Pegasus to a cart, from which he 
persed his ballads ; and by keeping all the pub- 
faits, made shift to pick up a tolerable mainte- 
ice. This improvement our English ballad-singers 
76 neglected : whether they think there is any 
ag really ominous in mounting a cart, or whe- 
;r the sneers of the populace, who are always 
owing out their insolent jests on their superiors, 
ire prevented them from making use of that ve- 
le, I will not pretend to determine. 
Among the Romans too this practice was pre- 
ved. Virgil makes one of his shepherds say to 
Dther, by way of reproach, 

«■ Non hi in irivVti, indocte^ iohlaSf 

Stridenti miserum stifiuia diiperdere carmen } 

t this was because, as Milton translates it, ' his 
.n and flashy songs grated on his scrannel pipe of 
etched straw/ But this never can he objected 
my fair countr}"- women, whose melodious voicei* 
'e every syllable (not of a lean and flashy, but of 
at and plump song) its just emphasis, to the de- 
bt arid instruction of the attentive audience. By 
» way, I suspect that Virgil was a hawker himself i 
• he says, 

jfscrceumque cam Komana per oppida carmen ; 

lichin plain English i»no more than this, 

/ iing my halladi through the streets of Rome* 

Were it not for this musical society^ the country- 
ople would never know how the 'woxld ol\^X\^\^ 
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goes on. Party songs mi^lit come out, sad tfa 
son never see them; Jovial sbngs, and the umk 
never hear them; or love son]^ and his daiiflhifee 
never sigh over them. I would hi^ve ^ balla^-fingjB 
well furnished with all these, before ahe sets out o 
her travels ; then bloody mniNiers for ■chool^^m 
and apprentices, conundruoos and coqjuring bool 
for footmen and maiid-servants, hbtories and atoi]| 
books for youngmasters and misses, will turn to an ei 
cellent account And as the trades of ballad-di^ 
and fortune-telling generally go togetherinthe coon 
try, like surgf on and apothecary, I think it wdo) 
not be amiss, if their friends the poets would liuriuii 
them with rhymes suited to the occasion, that tb^ 
predictions may wear the tra6 mask of oracles, am 
like those of the Sibyls, be given out in metre. An 
to come silU nearer to the original, at joint-stoc 
would make an excellent tripod. 

Useless as this profession may seem, it serves t( 
support two others ; I mean the worshipful and nu 
nierous companies of printers who have no business 
and poets who have no genius. A good song, tba 
is a very good song, Hove Sue^ for instance, or Colh 
and Fhihcy will run you through fifty editions : bu 
let it be never so good, it will always give way to i 
newer ; so that the printer has by this means con* 
slant employment for his press, which would other- 
wise be idle, and the poet a constant market forbii 
wit, which would otherwise live and die with iti 
author in obscurity. 

As I have a great regard for these itinerant sy- 
rens, not arising from any personal favours that 1 
have received from them, nor founded on whim anc 
fancy, but from a well-weighed consideration ol 
their service to the public, 1 have thought of a 
fccheme, which will at once both ennoble their pro- 
fcssioni and render their lives infinitely more com- 
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rtable. It is this: Many professors of music, 
bose talents have shamefully heen neglected in 
'Wn (for in these degenerate days, men of merit 
•e but little regarded) condescend, for the amuse- 
ent of the country-people, to enliven the humour^ 

* the wake with violins, dulcimores, harpinets, &c* 
Itli these ingenious gentlemen I would persuade 
xr fair ballad-singers to incorporate. Some few 
isfortunes they have indeed met with, which I 
ink myself obliged in honour to reveal; and those 
e, the loss of eyes, legs, and other trifles, which a 
•udent, thinking woman would disregard, when 
rer-balanced hy such excellent qualifications. The 
cpence of children may possibly be urged, as aii 
ejection to this scheme ; but I answer, thatchildren 
ill of necessity come, whether our ballad-singing 
.dies are married or not : and while the parents 
•e mutually travelling with the younger at their 
icks, the elder will, in all probability be able to 
alk ; so that they may get a reputable livelihood, 
f the lawful profession of.begging, till such time as 
ley are of a proper age to learn the rudiments of 
Lusic under the tuition of their father. Bxif. pil- 
ring I would by all means have them avoid ; it 
jrts the credit of the profession. 

Now what a comfortablelife must this be! A per- 
Jtual concert of vocal and instrumental music ! 
nd if Orpheus, wilh only his lyre, drew after him 
Basts and trees (by which people are apt to ima-^ 
ne that nothing more is meant than the country 
impkins) what will not the melodious fiddle of 
le of these professors do, when in union with the 
)ice of his beautiful helpmate ? 

As for the marriage act, and guardians consent^ 
id such new-fangled stuff, I would by no mean* 
ive them pay any regard to it. For as the ladies, 
ben in town for the winter aeasotv, bx^ ^-v^kc^Sc^ 
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r^f&lent about FleetrDitchy a certain poUic- 
clergpxxaxkf who lodges In that neighbourhG 
^hom I would by aU means recommend, ^ 
together half a dozen couple at a minuteTs i 
f^ the pajiiament be never the wiser, 

I am. Sir, 

Yamrmott kumbk $am 



Wh&ea$ tttfO ktteri^ signed A. Z* ibre he 
$ent ta Mr. FiH-Adam; the JhrH etmiamm^ 
mtify but wmian ahute of a lady of fpreai v 
dUttnetum; the second fnU of scumlons re 
0gamst Mr. TUz-Adamf for npt pvAUsUng 
leHer ; tkk is to acquaint the writer ofit^ tkc 
manners hear some little proporti^ tq Us tat 
fiat he adfnftted a correspondent in 
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To Mr.PiTz-ADAM. 
Sir, 

flAviNQ obsetved of late years, th^t ou 
gentlemen are endeavouring to rival the 
all the reBnements and delicacies of dress, 
ornamenting the bosoms of their shirts witt 
J have, for the good of my country, and the 
ment of niy own sex, been contriving a m 
rendering jewels of use, as well as ornai 
the male part of tlie human species. It wa 
cient custom in several of the eastern count 
is the practice of some few nations at this v 
/o/ woiQcn to wear jewels in their noses ; I 



of opinion, that as affairs now stand, it would not be 
improper to have this elegant piece of linefy trans-* 
ferred from the ladies to the gentlemen. 

It must indeed be acknowledged that this custoni 
of ornamenting the nose has no where prevailed but 
n those heathenish and barbarous nations where the 
^vomen are kept in constant subjection to their hiis- 
Dands ; and therefore I suppose it took its origin 
Tom the tyrannical institution of the men, who put 
1 RING in the wife's nose, as an emblem of her 
slavery. I apprehend also, that the wife, when she 
bund she was to be rirng^ very wisely made a vir^ 
;ue of necessity, and added jewels to the ring, which 
lerved two purposes at once, that of making it cost- 
y to the husband, and rendering it ornamental to 
lerself. But as in these politer and more christian 
countries, the barbarous institution of obedience 
rom wives to husbands has been entirely laid aside, 
he ladies have judged it proper to throw off this 
>adge of their sul^jection. And as in many in- 
tances our young ladies, and young gentlemen 
eem inclinable to invert the order of nature, and to 
ecommend manly airs to the female sex, and effe- 
ninate behaviour to the men, I think it adviseable 
o comply with the just sentiments of the present 
eneration, and, as I said before, to transfer this or- 
lamental part of dress from tlie noses of the ladies 
the noses of the men. 
I find myself indeed inclinable to carry this insti- 
iition of the ring a little farther, and would have 
very man whatsoever, whether married or unniar- 
led, if he be of a right non-resisting and passively- 
bedient disposition, to be well rung. And for this 
?e I wo.uld have a particular sort of nose-jewel in- 
ented, and established by pubhc authority, which, 
y the emblem, or device, that was en^raveiv m^<^w 
, should express the kuid oi ^Mb^eo-Uow x» ^>kv^5^ 

x3 
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the wearer was inclined to submit. And when these 
passive gentry, were all enrolled under their proper 
banners, they might annually choose some one per- 
son of distinguished merit, who should be stiled, for 
the time being, grand master of the most honour- 
abk' order of the RING, 

'^rhere was a time, when all the laity of the whole 
christian world ought to have worn rings in their 
noses; and if the device had been a triple crown^ it 
would not have been unexpressive. 

The gentlemen of the army have sometimes taken 
it into their heads to ring every body about them; 
and we have had instances how able they have been, 
by the help of these rings, to lead both houses of 
parUiiincnt by the nose. The device engraved on 
those nose-jewch was, The Protector, At present in- 
deed it is thought that the gentlemen of the law 
hiwe a great superiority over the gentlemen of the 
anil)', and that they are preparuig iiiNOsfor all the 
noses in these kingdoms, under the well-conceived 
device oi Liberty and Properij/, 

It has been a maxim of long standing ^mong 
statesmen, never to employ any person whatsoever 
who will not bear being nnig-, and as this very 
much depends on the shape of the nose, which 
ought to be of such a disposition as not to be re- 
fractory to a perforation, I would in a particular 
manner recommend it to all leaders of parlies, to 
make the knowledge of the human nose a principal 
object of their study; bince it is manifest that many 
ot them have found themselves grievously disap- 
pointed, when they have presumed to count noses, 
without a sufficient investigation of this useful 
science. 

As I have for many years taken much pains in the 
study of physiognomy, I shall for the good of my 
country, communicate through the channel of your 
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paper some of those many observations, which I 
have made on that remarkable feature, called the 
jiose : for as this is the most prominent part of th^ 
face, it seen^s to be erected as a sign, on which wa» 
to be represented the particular kind of ware that 
was to be disposed of within doors. Hence it was 
that amongst the old Romans, very little regard 
was paid to a man without a nose : not only as there 
was no judgment to be made of the sentiments of 
such a person, but as in their public assemblies,^ 
when they came to reckon noses, he must of con-r 
sequence be always onutted out of the account. 

Among these ancient Ron^ans the great offices of 
estate were all elective, which obliged them to be 
very observant of the shape of the qoses of those 
persons to whom they were to apply for votes^ 
Horace tells as that ^he sharp nc^se was looked upon 
as an indication of satyrical wjt and humour: for 
when speaking of his friend Virgil, though he says, 
At est bonus, ut mtlior non alms quisquam, yet he al- 
lows that he was no joker, and not a fit match at 
the sneer for those of his companions who had 
sharper noses than his own. Minus aptus (says he) 
acutis 17 ARiBUS korum hominunu They also looked 
upon the short nose, with a little inflection at the 
end tending upwards, i^ a mark of the owner's 
being addicted to jibing: for the same author, talk- 
ing of Mecsenas, says, that though he was born of 
an ancient family, yet he was not apt to turn per- 
sons of low birth into ridicule, which he expresses 
by saying that he had not a turn-vp nose. Nea 
KASO suspendis adunco^ Martial, in one of his epi- 
grams, calls this kind of nose the rhinocerotic nose^ 
and says that every one in his time affected this 
Jtind of snout, as an indication of his being master 
of the talent of humour. But a good statesovaxv 
will hardly think }t worth his whW^i lo s^^xi^ tv^i^c- 



i40 World. N* 

Jacch opon such persons, unless it be to serve 
as you do swine, when you ring them only to 
Iheni from rooting. 

The Greeks had a very bad opinion of tb 
TiOse. The remarkable storj' of Socrates an 
physiognomist is too well known to be partici 
repeated: but I cannot help observing tha 
most particular feature in the face of Socratf 
his nose, which bcit]g very flat, with a little i 
lion upwards towards the end, Caused the ph; 
liomist to pronounce him a drunken, impuder 
lustful person ; which the philosopher acknowh 
to be a true character of him, in his natural s 
The Hebrews looked upon this kind of nose 
*o great a blemish in a man's character, that tl: 
of the lineage of Aaron, his having 2ijiat nos 
b)^ the express command of Moses an absolut 
elusion from the sacerdotal office. On the 
hand, they held iovg noses in the highest esteei 
the certain indication of a meek and patient i 
llence it is that in the book of Proverbs the • 
nal words, which literally signify he that has c 
vose. are in our English translation, and bv a 
terpreters, rendered, he that is sloxv to -uroth : 
the words which siiiiiify he that has a short nosi 
always translated, he that is soon angry, or ha,' 
apirit, I shall only remark upon this, that 
\\'elch, who are by no means tlie slonest to a 
have generally short ?ioses. 

The elephant is of all animals the most do 
Jmd servile; and ever}- body knows how remarl 
that creature is for the length of his snout. Th 
sometimes it happens tliat he is not altogeth 
patient of injuries as might be wished. Hami 
in his travels to the East-Indies, tells us of an 
phant of !Surat, that was passing witli Ins keep* 
£/:>• v/aterii.^ i.lace \hvovA'A\\.\\vi^u^^\^Ov\lvMi 
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^ho seeing the window open of a taylor's shop, and 
thrusting in his trunk in search of provision, re-^ 
qeived an affront from the needle of tlie taylor^ as 
he was sitting at his work. The story adds» that 
the elephant went soberly on to water, and after 
drinking his usual draught, drew up a great quan-? 
tity of mud into his trunk, and returning by the 
window of the taylor, discharged an inundation of 
it on his work-board. This was, I own, ar> unlucky 
trick; but we ought not to have a worse opinion of 
long noses in general for the sake of one such story, 
the like of which may not probably happen again in 
a whole century. 

I have many more curious observations to m^ke 
on the various kinds of noses, which for fe^r of ex-? 
ceeding the bounds of your paper, I shall reserve 
to another opportunity, when I intend to descant 
at large on the method of ringing them: for some 
men are of such untoward and restiff dispositions^ 
that they are like the L,eviathan mentioned by Job, 
into whose nose there is no putting Sf kooky as our 
translators render it, but the original word signifi^i 

a RING. 

I am Sir, 

Yonr most htmhle sertmf* 
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I WAS lately subpoenaed by a card, to a general as- 
sembly at lady Townly's, where I went so auk- 
wardly early, that I found nobody but the ^ve op 
six peo})le who had dined there, and who for want 
of hands enough to play, were reduced to the cruel 
ijeces^ity qfcqi^vefsing^tiU soi%e\,\vvu^'Hi^\X.^^^^>^^ 
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cficr. Lady Townly observed with Cbncern and 
impatience, that people of fashion, now came into- 
lerably late, and in a glut at once, which laid the 
lady of the house under great difficulties, to make 
the parties properly. That, no doubt, said Manly, 
is to be lamented; and the more so, as it seems to 
give your ladyship some concern: but in the mean 
time, for want of something better to do, I should 
be i:lad to know the true meaning of a term that 
vou havB just made use oU people of fashion: I con- 
fers I liave never yet had a precise and clear idea 
of it ; and I am sure I cannot apply more properly 
for information, than to this company, which is 
most unquestionably composed of people of fashion^ 
wiiatcver jxeople of fashion may be. I therefore beg 
to know tlie meaning of tliat term: what are the}% 
who are they, and what constitutes, I had almost 
said, anoints them, people of fashion f These ques- 
tions, instead of receiving immediate answers, oc- 
casioned a general silence of above a minute, which 
p;>rhaps was the result of the whole company's 
having; discovered for the first time, that thcv had 
h)i]'j, and often made use of a term which they had 
never understood: for a little reflection frequently 
produces those discoveries. Belinda first broke 
this silence, by saying, ot.c knows well enough who 
arc meant hy people of'fu.^hion, though one docns not 
j\m know how to describe them: they are those 
tlial one generally lives with; they are people of a 

ft rtain sort Thc^v certi'inly are so, interrupted 

jM. Lilly; but the })oint is, of what sort? It you 
liiiaii by j)eo])le of a certain sort, yourself, which 
i^ connnoiilv th(^ nieaninfi; of those who make use 
oi that e>cpre5si()n, you are indisputably in the 
riiil-t, as you have all the qualifications that can, or, 
at least, ouL^ht tv) constitute and adorn a Koman of 
Jci'ikioji. But pray, must 'dVV ii:omt*n o/' fashion liav« 
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all your accomplishments? If so, the myriada of 
then^ which I had imagined from what I heard every 
day, and every where, will dwindle into a handful. 
Without having those accomplishments which you, 
SQ partially allow me, answered Belinda, I still prcr 
tend to be a 'v:oman of fashion ; a character, which \ 
cannot think requires an uncomn^on share of ta- 
lents or merit. That is tine very point, replied 
Manly, which I want to come at; and therefore 
give me leave to question you a little more parti- 
cularly. You* have some advantages, which even 
yoi^r modesty will not allow you to disclaim, such 
as your birth a,nd fortune : do they constitute yoi^ 
a wopian of fashion ? As Belinda wcvs going to auT 
swer, Bellair pertly interposed, and said. Neither, 
to be sure, Mr. Manly: if birth constituted ya^^/ow, 
we must look for it in that inestimable treasure of 
^seful knowledge, the peerage of England ; or if 
wealth, we should find the verv best at the Bank, 
j^d at Garraway's. Well then, Bellair, said !Manly, 
Qince you have taken upon you to be Belinda*s spon- 
sor, let me ask you two or three questions, which 
You can n^ore properly answer than She could. Is 
it her beauty ? By no means neither, replied Bel- 
lair; for at that rate, there might perhaps be a wo- 
man of fashion with a gold cliain about her neck in 
the city, or with a fat amber necklace in the coun- 
try; prodigies, as yet unheard of and unseen. Is 
it then her wit and good-breeding? continued 
Manly. Each contributes, answerec^ Bellair, but 
both would not be sufficient, without a certain je 
fie s^ay quoj/, a sgn^ething or other that I feel better 
than i can expla,in. Here Dorimant, who had sat 
all this time silent, but looked mischievous, said, 
I could say something — ^Ay, and something very 
impertinent, according to custom, answered liex 
Uuda; so hold your tongue, I chav^^ l^^^v ^^"^ 



'arc singularly charitable, Belinda^ replied Doriraant, 
in being so sure that I was going to be impertineaty 
vu\y because I was going to speak. Why this sus- 
picion of me ? Why ! because I know you to be 
an odious, abominable creature, upon all subjects 
of this kind; This amicable quarrel was put an end 
to by Harriet, ^o on a sudden, and with lier usual 
vivacity, cried out, I am sure I have it now, and 
Can tell you exactly what people of fashion are: they 
are just the reverse of your odd people. Very possi- 
bly, madam, answered Manly, and therefore I could 
wisli that you would give your^lf the trouble of 
defining odd people; and so by the rule of contra- 
ries, help us to a true notion of pec^le of fashion. 
Ay, that I can very easily do^ said Harrieti In the 
first place, your odd people are those that one never 
lets in, unless one is at home to the whole town. 
A little more particular, dear Harriet, interrupted 
INIanly. So I will, said Harriet, for I hate them all. 
There are several sorts of them. Your prudes^ for 
instance, who respect and value themselves upon 
the unblemished purity of their characters; who 
rail at the indecency of the times, censure the most 
innocent freedoms, and suspect the lord knows 
what, if they do but observe a close and familiar 
whisper between a man and a woman, in a remote 
lorner of the room. There are, besides, a sober, 
formal, sort of married women, insipid creatures, 
who load domestic lives, and who can be merrv, as 
they think, at home, with their own and their hus- 
band's rcilations, particularly at Christmas. Like 
turth^s, tlu^y are true and tender to their lawful 
nKilc>, and breed like rabbets, to beggar and per- 
petuate their families. These are ver}' odd wofiien, 
to be sure; but deliver me from your severe and au- 
^Ubt tlowagers, who are the scourges of peopit of 
Judiorif by infesting all public places, in order to 
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:e their Spiteful remarks. One IrieetS them 
ry where, and they seem to have the secret of 
tiplying themselves into ten different places af 
e. Their poor horses, like those of the sun^ 
ound the world every day, baiting only at eleven 
le morning, and six in the evening, at their pa-* 
churches. They speak as movingly of their 
• late lords, as if they had ever cared for one 
ther ; and to do them honour, repeat some of 
many silly things they used to say. Lastly^ 
e are your maiden ladies of riper years^ orphans 
istinctioii, who live together by two's and three's^ 
club their stocks for a neat little house, alight* 

ied coach, and a foot-boy And,added Bellair,- 

rrel every day about the dividends True, said 
riet, they are not the sweetest-tempered crea- 
s in the world ; but after all ^ one must forgive 
rt some malignity, in consideration of their dis- 
jintments. Well, have I now described odd 
le to your satisfaction ? Admirably, answered 
ily5 and so well, that one can, to a great de- 
al leasts judge of their antipodes, the people of 
'on. But still there seems something wanting j 
;he present account, by the rule of contraries^ 
ds only thus: that x^omtn cf fashion must not 
for their husbands, must not go to churchy 
must not have unblemished, or at least unsus- 
ed reputations* Now, though all these are very 
mendable qualifications^ it must be owned they 
3ut negative ones^ and conseqifently there must 
iome positive ones necessary to com pleat so 
tble a character. I was going to add, inter-* 
ed Harriet^ whichj by the way, was more than 
gaged for,- that people of fashion were properly 
3 who set the fashions, and who gave the ton of 
5, language, maniiters, and pleasures to the town* 
mit it, said Manly; but what I want still to 
>L. XXVIII, y 
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know is, who gave them that power, or d 
usurp it ? for, by the nature of that power, 
not seem to me to admit of a succession, b 
ditary and divine right. Were I allowed to 
said Dorimant, perhaps I could both short 
clear up this Cfise. But I dare not, unless I 
to whom I profess implicit obedience, gi 
leave. E'en, let him speak, Belinda, said 1- 
I know he will abuse us, but we are used 
Well, say your say then, said Belinda. S 
^n impertinent sneer he has already. Uf 
Porimant, addressing himself more particul 
Belinda, and smiling, said, 

« Then think 

That hcy who thus commanded dares to speak 
Unless commanded^ zcuuld have dy'd in silent 

O, your servant, sir, said Belinda; that fit 
mility will, I am sure, not last long; but how 
pn, I will, to answer Manly 's question, sai 
mant, which by the way, has something th 
a catechism. Who made these people of J 
I give this short and plain answer ; they uv. 
another. The men, by their attentions and 
^ake the- yeomen of fashion; and the won 
either their supposed or real favours, make 
such. They are mutually necessary to eacl 
Jmperthient enough of all conscience, said 1 
So without the assistance of you fashionab 
Vvhat should we poor women be ? Why fa 
plied Dorimant, but odd women I doubt, 
should be but odd fellows without your friei 
to fashion us. In one word, a frequent ai 
procal collision of tiic two sexes is absolui 
pessary to give each that high polish wliich 
Derly called fashion. INIr. Dorimant has, 
|aic( ^lanly, opened new and impurtaut malt( 
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,fAy scattered and confused notions seem now t6 
take some form, and tend to a point. But as ex* 
amples always best clear up abstruse matters, let 
us now propose some examples of both sorts, and 
take the opinions of the company upon them. Foi* 
instance, I will offer one to your consideration. Is 
Berynthia a zvoman of fashion oi* not? The whole 
company readily, and almost at once, answered^ 
doubtless she is. That may be, said Manly, but 
why ? For she has neither birth nor fortune, and but 
small remains of beauty. All that is true, I con- 
fess, said Belinda; but she is well drest, well bred, 
good-humoured, and always ready to go with one 
any where. Might I presume, said Dorimant, to 
add a title, and perhaps the best to her claims of 
fas/lion, I should say that she was of Belville's crea- 
tion, who is the very fountain of honour of that 
sort. He dignified her by his addresses; and those 
who have the good fortune to share his reputatioh 
-'— — Have, said Belinda, with some warmth, the 
misfortune to lose their own. I told you, turning 
to Harriet, what would happen if we allowed hira 
to sJ3eak: and just so it has happened; for the gen- 
tleman has almost in plain terms asserted, that a 
woman cannot be a woman of fashion till she has 
lost her reputation. Fye, Belinda, how you wrong 
me, replied Dorimant! Lost her reputation ! Such 
a thought never entered into my head ; I only meant 
mislaid it. With a very little care she will find it 
again. There you are in the right, saidBellair; 
for it is most certain that the reputation of a tooman 
of fashion should not be too muddy. True, replied 
Dorimant, nor too limpid neither; it must not be 
mere rock-water, cold and clear* ; it should sparkler 
a little. Well, said Harriet, now that Berynthia is 
unanimously voted a woman of fashion^ what thitdsL 
you of Loveit? Is she, or is sYie iioX.oviaX \^'^^>a 

Y 2 
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one, answered Dorimant, I am very m 
if it is not of Mirabers creation. — r — ] 
Jieve, said Bellair; for I saw him give 
one night at the opera. But she ha 
claims too, added Dorimant. Her for 
not large, is easy; and nobody fears c 
ications from her. She has a small 1 
own, which she has fitted up very pn 
often at hotne, not to crowds indeed, 1 
pf tlie best fashion, from tvventy, occas 
jto two; and let me tell you, that noth 
woman of Loveit's sort bettor rece 
than being often at home, I own, said 
I looked upon her rather as a genteel 1( 
postscript to v^Qmen of fashion, Perha 
times the cover, answered Dorimant, 
•] equal. You may joke as much as you 

poor Lioveit, but she is the best-hunjoi 
in the world; and I maintain her to b 
fashion; for, in short, we all roll witl 
soldiers say. I want to know, said B( 
you will determine upon a character ^ 
from the two last, I mean lady Love] 
tooman of fashion ? Dear Belinda, ans^^ 
hastily, how could she possibly come int 
Very naturally, said Belinda; she has 
and fortune; she is genteel and well-bre 
said Harriet; but still she is hands( 
meaning, well shaped without air, gei 
graces, and well drest without tabte. 
an insipid creature, she seldom come; 
lives at home wiih her lord, and so 
tame, that she eats out of his hand, 
her young ones to peck out of her 
very odd, take my word for it. Ay, 
water, said Dorimant, and, as I told ; 
»<^o^ that will not dp. No j most cert 
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Bellair, all that reserve, simplicity, and coldness 
can never do. It seems to me rather that the true 
composition of people of fashion, like that of Venice 
treacle, consists of an mtinite number of fine in-* 
gredients, but all of the warm kind. Truce with 
your filthy treacle, said Harriet; and since the con- 
versation has hitherto chiefly turned upon us poor 
women, I think we have a right to insist upon the 
dotiiiition of you rnen of fashion. No doubt on't, 
said Dorimant; nothing is more just, and nothing 
more easy. Allowing some small difference for 
modes and habits, the wen and the women of fashion 
are in truth the counterparts of each other: they 
lit like tallies^ are made of the same wood, and are 
cut out for one another. As Dorimant was going 
on, probably to illustrate his assertion, a valet de 
chambre proclaimed in a solemn manner the arrival 
of the dutchess dowager of Mattadore, and her 
three daughters, who were immediately followed 
by lord Formal, sir Peter Plausible, and diveri 
others of both sexes, and of equal importance^. 
The lady of the house, with infinite skill and inde- 
fatigable pains, soon peopled the several card-tables, 
with the greatest propriety, and to universal satis- 
faction; and the night concluded with flams, ho- 
nours, best-games, pairs, pair-royals, and all other 
such rational demonstrations of joy. 

For my own part, I made my escape as soon as I 
possibly could, with my head full of that most ex- 
traordinary conversation which I had just heard, 
and which, from having taken no part in it, I had 
attended to the more, and retained the better. I 
ivent straight home, and immediately reduced it 
into writing, as I here offer it for the present edifi- 
cation of my readers. But as it has furnished m6 
w^ith great and new lights, I propose, as soon s» 
possible, to give the public a new aud covsv^\£'3J^ 
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ToUr. FtTi-ABAM. 

Sir, OxroRB, Xor, I Ith. 1755. 

I iiAvs.foTKkm| tiioe pftsi, kkd a strong inclioa- 
uoa upon me u> becotue one of rour (-orrr«{Mincl- 
ems; but (ro«n tbr habits conurw-trd Iram tiui 
pUce of Bay eriuOktkm aud rtsidMtce, I hai'V Mt a 
cenaia ttiuidity in my constitution, irltich ba» lu- 
therto restrained me (pardon the expirssiun) fn>« 
Teuturing into tbe «orid. However, whro I reflect 
that Oxford. K well as her sifter Cambridpr, haa ■!< 
vavs bpen distiaguisbed witli the title of wte of tbt 
eye; of England. I cannot suppose that you wil| 
p^y so little respect to so valuable a p«lt of Iht 
microcosm, as to reject uy letter with dbdUB^ 
merely because il comes dated to you Arora litis w 
cit^ut seat oi" lenrniug; especiaUy as 1 wwictM, 
you shall sec nothiug in it that ^mII savour at ul w 
ih.it narrow and unsociable spirit, whiili wu bctv? 
tofore tbe ch^i^cKftsUc of the producUoiis uC tfaf ■ 
Lullvj^c, 
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No, Mr. Fitz-Adam, though learning itself be n\y 
aubject, I will not treat of it in a manner that shall 
disgust the politest of your readers; and though I 
write from a place, which, within the memory of 
jnany now living, enjoyed in son^e sort the mono- 
poly of it, yet I will not lament the loss of that pri- 
vilege, but am, with Moses, thoroughly contented 
jthat all the Lord's people should be prophets. 

Indeed, the main business I am upon is to con- 
gratuhite the great world on that diffusioi; of science 
and literature, which, for some years, has been 
spreading itself abroad upon the face of it. A re- 
volution this, in the kingdom of learning, which has 
introduced the levelling principle, with much better 
success than ever it met with in politics, The old 
fences have been happily broken down, the trade 
has been laid opeij, and the old repositories, or 
storehouses, are qow no longer necessary or useful, 
fpr the purpose of inanaging or conducting it, 
Ihey have had their day ; and very good custom 
and encouragement they had, while that day lasted ; 
but surely our sons, or, at farthest, our -grand-sons, 
will be much surprised, when they are told for what 
purposes they were built and endowed by our an- 
cestors, and at how vast an expence the journey- 
men and factors, belonging to them, were main- 
tained by the public, merely to supply us with what 
may now be had from every coffee-house, and Ro- 
bin-Hood assembly. In short, it has fared with 
learning, as with our pine-apples. At their first in- 
troduction amongst us, the manner of raising them 
was a very great secret, and little less than a mys- 
tery. The expences of compost, hot-houses, ar^d 
attendance, were prodigious ; and at last, at a great 
price, they werp intrpduced to the tables of a few of 
the nobjlity and gentry. But how common are they 
grown of late ! Every gardener, that us^d to, y^nj^j^ 



i,i5 VORtB. 5.'° la 

liimselfin an early cucumber, i raiae apiti 

ft]iplf;; and one ueed not i _ seeing llie 

BiAd nt six a. penny iji C( nC-Garden, and becon 
ihe common treat of I lors and hacknej-coac 
men. 

The university of tondon, it Is agi^eed, ougiit 
be aiiowed the chief merit of this general dissert 
nation of learning and kiio^^lcdge. The stiideiita 
that ample body, aattiey i e less straitened by rul 
a.ftd statutes, htive been much mure ccim.tnuTiicati 
thaji those of otiier learned societies. It seems, i 
deed to be their establifihed principle to let noilii 
stay long by them. Whatever they collect, in t 
several courses of their studies, they immediatt 
give np again for tlie serviiie of tiic public, lleii 
tbut profusion of historiuiti, poltlicians. and phil 
Supers, with WJ J^i BBltii ' ff'WE .^"'^'^ amused hi 
iu^trUcCed. 1 aBmK^mUKS not abookscU 
nithii> a mile of Temple-Bar, who has not one 
two of these authors constantly in his pay, who a 
rca<ly, at the word of command, to write a book 
any sine, upon any subject. And yet I never bea 
that (uiy of these gentleman ever drank, in a rcgul 
rtianfier, of the waters of Helicon, or endeavour 
to trace out that spring, by the streams of Cam, 

But it is not merely the regular book, or legi 
m.ile treatise, which lias tlius abounded with lear 
hi^ and science ; but our loose papers and pai 
phlets, periodical as well as occasional, are, for th« 
bulk, equally profuse of instruction. Monthly m 
gazines, which, some yeara since, were iiothi 
more that) collections to amuse and entertain, a 
now become the magazines of universal knowledj 
Asironomy, history, mathematics, antiquities, ai 
the whole mystery of iuacriptious and medals, m 
ttov- be had, li-esh and frtih, at the most easy ral 
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from the repositories of any of these general un- 
dertakers. What an advantage is this to the mo- 
dern student, to have his mess of learning thus carv- 
jed out for him, at proper seasons and intervals, in 
quantities that will not over-cloy his stomach, or be 
too expensive to his pocket ! How greatly prefer- 
able, both for cheapness and utility, is this method 
of study, to that of proposing a whole system to his 
view, in all the horrid formalities of a quarto or folio! 
Much praise and honour are undoubtedly due to the 
celebrated Mr. AmoS Wenman, for reducing the 
price of punch, and suiting it to the capacities and 
circumstances of all his m^esty's subjects; and 
shall not that self-taught philosopher, I\Jr. Beiy amin 
Martin, the great retailer of the sciences, come in 
for some share of our acknowledgment and com- 
|2)iendation ? 

I expect to be told, for indeed the^ objection is 
obvious enough, that since the streams of learning 
have been thus generally diffusive, they have, in 
consequence of that diffusion, been proportionably 
shallow. Now, notwithstanding the prejudice which 
may stijl prevail with a few grave and solemn nwrtals, 
against the shallowness of our modern learning, I 
should be glad to know what good pi^rpose was 
ever servied by ^11 that profundity of science, which 
they and our ancestors seem so fond of, Jt was, as 
is allowed on all hands, confined to a very few of the 
candidates for literary reputation ; and th^ many, 
who aimed at a share of it, waded out of their deptbi, 
and became a sacrifice to their own useless am- 
bition. On the contrary, no one that I know of, 
ever had his head turned, or his senses drowned, in 
the philosophy of a magazine, or the critique of a 
news-paper. And thus the stream, which lay use- 
jejss when con&ned withii^ its b^iks, or wq^s often 
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dangerous to those who endeavoured, to fathom t&d 
bottom of it, has, by being ^drdned off into the 
smaller rills and chanlieb, both fertilize^ and 
adorned the whole face of the countty. And hehce^ 
Mr. Fitz-Adam, have risen those exuberant corps 
of readers, as well as waiters. Hie td^ of being a 
reader, or a man g^ven to books, had therefore 
something very soleihn and frightful in it. It con-« 
veyed the notion of severity, niorOseness, and ua-* 
acquainta]!lce with the world. But this is not the 
case at present. The very deepest of our learning 
may. be read, if not understood, by the ffien o( 
dress aud fashion; and the ladies th^pselves may 
converse with the abstrusest of our philosophy with 
great ease, abd much to their instruction. 

To say th6 truth, the men Of this' geueradonhave 
.liscovered that what their fathers cafled solid learn- 
ing, is a useless and cumbersome accomplishment, 
iiicc^mmodious to the man who is possessed of it, 
and disgustful to all who approach him. Some- 
thing, however, of the sort, that sits light and easy' 
upon us, iffe are willing to attain to : but surely, for 
this, there is no need of going to the expence of 
massy bullion, when our own leaf-gold, or a little 
foreign lacker, will answer the purpose full as well, 
and make a better figure in the world. 

Give me leave, Mr. Fitz-Adam, to conclude with 
my congratulations to this place of academical edu- 
cation, on some happy symptoms I have lately ob- 
served, from whence it should appear that the ma- 
nufacture of modern learning lUay, one day, be able 
to gain some footing amongst us. The disadvan- 
tages it lies under, from ancient forms and estab- 
lishments, are, it is true, very great; the general in- 
clination, 1 own, is still against it; aid the genius- 
scs of our governofs are, perliaps a^''deett and at 
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solid as ever J but yet, I hope, we have a set of young 
gentlemen now rising, who will be able to overcome 
all difficulties, and give a politer turn to the dis- 
cipline and studies of the university. I can already 
assure you, that the students of this new sect, 
amongst us, have advanced so far as to make the 
coffee-houses the chief and only places of applica- 
tion to their studies. The productiors of your 
London autliors are here taken in, as we call it, by 
iBubscription ; and, by this means, the deepest learn- 
ing of the age may be dived into at the small price 
of two or three shillings by the year. Thus the ex- 
pences of university education are reduced, and the 
pockets of the. young men are no longer picked by 
those harpies the booksellers. 

I can see but one reason to suspect the proba- 
|)ility of their not gaining a sure and certain settle- 
ment amongst us ; and that is, the great shyness 
whict is observed in all these gentlemanly students, 
with regard to the old-fashioned languages of Greek 
and Latin. The avenues to our foundations are, 
hitherto, secured by guards detached from the an- 
cients. Our friends, therefore, cannot very safely 
enter into the competitions at college elections, 
where these are always retained against them. 
But who knows what time may bring forth I Fel- 
lows of colleges themselves may reform, and be- 
come mere moderns in their learning, as well as in 
their dress, and other accomplishments. I could 
even now point out some of these, who ^.re. better 
^quainted with the writings of Petrarch, Guarini, 
and Metastasio, than with those of Honier and Ho- 
race: and know more of Copernicus an(| Sir Isaac 
Uewton, from the accounts given 6f them by Fon- 
tenelle, Voltaire, and Pemberton, than from the 
priginaJ works of those two philosophers. But I 
fhaU say no inore at present, for fear of betra^^wv^ 
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not seen for many years, except once, when he was 
called to town by a prosecution in the King's- 
t>ench, for misunderstanding the sense of an act of 
parliament, which, on examination, was found to be 
nonsense. He is an honest gentleman of a middle 
age, a hale constitution, good natural parts, and 
abundant spirits, a keen sportsman, an active ma- 
gistrate and a tolerable farmer, not without some 
ambition of acquiring a seat in parliament, by his 
interest in a neighbouring borough: so that be- 
tween his pursuits of game, of justice, and popula- 
rity,' besides the management of a large quantity of 
land, which he keeps in his own hands, as he terms 
it, for amusement, every moment of his time is suf- 
ficiently employed. His wife is an agreeable wo- 
man, of about the same age, and has been hand- 
tome; but though years have somewhat impaired 
her charms, they have not in the least her relish 
for company, cards, balls, and all manner of public 
diversions. 

On my arrival I was first conducted into the 
breakfast room, which, with some surprize, I saw 
quite filled with genteel persons of both sexes, in 
dishabille, with their hair in papers; the caufe of 
which 1 was quickly informed of, by the many apo- 
logies of my lady for the meanness of the apart- 
ment she was obliged to allot me, ' By reason the 
house was so crowded with company during tlie 
time of their races, which, she said, began that very 
day for the whole week, and for which th(jv were 
immediately preparing,' I was instantly attacked 
by all present with one voice, or rather with many 
voices at the same time, to accompany them thi- 
ther; to which I made no opposition, thinking it 
would be attended with more trouble than the ex- 
pedition itself. 

As soon as the ladies and the equipages were i^^d^j > 
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we issued forth in a moft nfagDiflistet eiiTBlcade; 
and after travelling five or fix miles, through bad 
roadsy ve arrived at the Red Lion, juat aa tte «r« 
dinary was making its appeanurae apon- ttie table. 
The ceremonials of this sumptaonii entertainnmity 
which consisted of cold fish, lean thick^ia, mctj 
hams, rat7 venison, stale gaaie, green fimk, and 
grapeless wine, destroyed at least two hours, with 
Sve times that nnmfoer of heads, ruffles, and sots 
of clothes, by the unfortunate effusion of butter apii 
gravy. From hence we proceeded a fow naileB fiii^ 
tlier to the race-ground, where nothlag, I thhii^ex* 
traordinary happened, but l§iat amongit BMurb <bis* 
Order and drunkenness, few Hmbs, and ao necks, 
were broken: and from Uiese Olympic games, wMck 
to the great emolument of pickpockets lasted tiO 
it was dark, we gallopped back to the town throng 
a soaking shower, to dress for the assembly. But 
this I found no easy task; nor could I possibly ac- 
complish it, before my cloaths were quite dried upon 
my back ; my servant staying behind to settle his 
betts, and having stowed my portmanteau into the 
boot of some coach, which he could not find, to 
fave himself both the trouble and indignity of car- 
rying it. 

Being at last equipped, I entered the ball-rooin, 
where the smell of a stable over which it 'was built, 
tiie savour of the neighbouring kitchen, tile fumes of 
tallow-candles, rum-punch and tobacco, dispersed 
over the whole house, and the balsamic effluvia's 
from many sweet creatures who were dancing, with 
almost equal strength contended for superiority. 
Thd company was numerons -Rnd well-drest, and 
diKt^red not in any respect from that of the most 
Ijrilliant assembly in London, but in seeming better 
pleased, and more desirous of pleasing; that is, 
happkr in themselves, and civiiler to each other. 
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I observed the door was blocked up the whole night 
by a few fashionable young men, whose faces I re- 
membered to have seen about town, who would 
neither dance, drink tea, play at cards, nor speak 
to any one, except now and then in whispers to a 
young lady, who sat in silence at the upper end of 
the room, in a hat and negligee, with her back 
against the wall, her arms a-kimbo, her legs thrust 
out, a sneer on her lips, a scowl on her forehead, 
and an invincible assurance in her eyes. This lady 
I had also frequently met with, but c<"uld not then 
recollect where; but have since learnt, that she 
had been toad-eater to a woman of quality, and 
turned off for too close and presumptuous an imir 
tation of her betters. Their behaviour affronted 
most of the company, yet obtained the desired ef- 
fect: for I overheard several of the country ladies 
say, * It was pity they were so proud ; for to be sure 
they were prodigious well-bred people, and had an 
immense deal of wit :' a mistake they could never 
have fallen into, had these patterns of politeness 
condescended to have entered into any conversa- 
tion. Dancing and cards, with the refreshment of 
cold chickens and negus about twelve, carried us on 
till day break, when our coaches being ready, with 
much solicitation, and more squeezing, I obtained a 
place in one, in which no more than six had before 
artificially seated themselves; and about five in the 
morning, through many and great perils, we arrived 
safely at home. 

It was now the middle of harvest, which had not 
a little suffered by our diversions ; and therefore 
our coach-horses were immediately degraded to a 
cart; and having rested during our fatigues, by a 
just distribution of things, were now obliged to la- 
bour, while We were at rest. I mean not in this 
number to include myself; for, tittOAx^ VW^y^'^ 
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imrtipdiately to bed, no rest could I obtain for soine 
time, for the rumbliiig uf carts, and the conversa- 
tion of their drivers, just under my window. Fa- 
tigue at length got the better of all obstacles, and I 
fell asleep; but I had scarce closed my eyes, when 
I was awaked by a much louder iioiee, which wai 
that of a whole pack of hounds, i^iUi their vocifer- 
ous attendants, setting out to meet my friend, and 
some choice spirits, whom we had just left behind 
at the afsembly, and who chose this manner of re> 
freshment after a night's debauch, rather than the 
more usual and inglorious one of going to bed. 
'i'iicse sounds dying away by their distance, I again 
composed myself t« rest; but was presently aguB 
roused by more discordant tongues, uttering all the 
grossness of Drury-lane, and scurrility of Billings- 
gate. 1 now waked indeed with somewhat more 
('atisfaction, at lirst thinking, by this uopaatoral 
dialogue, that 1 was once more returned safe to 
Luiidon; but 1 soon found mv mistake, and under- 
stood that these were some innocent and honest 
nt-ighboura of sir John's, who were come to deter- 
mine their gentle disputes before his tribunal, and 
bting ordered to wait till his return from hunting, 
were resolved to make alt possible use of this su»- 
pension of justice, it being now towards noon, I 
^ave up all thoughts of sleep, and it was well I did; 
for I was presently alarmed by a confusion of 
voices, as loud, though somewhat sweeter than the 
former. As they proceeded from the parlour under 
ine, amidst much giggling, laughing, squeaking and 
Ecreaiuing, I could distinguish only the few follow-. 
iug incoherent words — horrible— frightful — ridiat- 
Iviiv — Frialaad hat — rouge — red Hon at Bremtford — 
ttai/s-padded — ram't-hurn — lauca miiu — impertinent 
cviconib, I started up, dressed me, and went down, 
vheie 1 fouad the same polite comgaii}-, who bieaki 
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fasted there the day before, in the same attitude, 
discoursing of their friends, with whom they had so 
agreeably spent the last night, and to whom they 
were again liastening with the utmost impatience. 
I was saluted with how-d'ye from them all at the 
same instant, and again pressed into the service of 
the day. 

In this manner I went through the persecutions 
of the whole week, with the sud'erings and resolu- 
tion, but not with the reward of a martyr, as I 
found no peace at the last: for at the conclusion of 
it, sir John obligingly requested me, to make my 
stay with him as long as I possibly could, assuring 
me, that though the races were now over, I should 
not want diversions ; for that next week he expected 
lord Rattle, sir Harry Bumper, and a large fox- 
hunting party; and that the week after, being the 
full moon, they should pay and receive all their 
neighbouring visits, and spend their evenings very 
sociably together; by which is signified, in the 
country dialect, eating, drinking, and playing at 
cards all night. My lady added, with a smile, and 
much delight in her eyes, that she believed they 
should not be alone one hour in the whole week, 
and that she hoped I should not think the country 
Bo dull and melancholy a place as I expected. 
Upon this Slformation I resolved to leave it imme- 
-diately, and told tliem, I was extremely sorry that 
I was hindered by particular business from any 
longer enjoying so much piolite and agreeable com- 
pany ; but that I had received a letter, which made 
it necessary for me to be in town. My friend said, 
he was no less concerned ; but that I must not po- 
sitively go, till after to-morrow ; for that he then 
expected the mayor and aldermen of his corpora- 
tion, some of whom were facetious companions, and 
•ung welL This determ\ned lOft \.o %^\, ^vi^ >^^^ 



i63 WoRLB. N"154. 

very evening: which I did with much satisfaction t 
and made nil possible haste, in search of silence and 
solitude, to my lodgings nest door to a braaier's «t 

Charing-croas, 
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Stepfinq into s cotTee-house in the Strand tlu 
other day, I sate a Bet of young fellows laughing 
very heartily over an old seSBions-paper. The gra- 
vity of my appearance would not permit me to make 
any inquiry about what ihey were reading; 1 there-' 
iore waited with some impatience for their depar- 
ture, and as soon as they were gone, took up tlM 
papur as it lay open, and found the subject of tfaeif ' 
mirth to have been the trial of a young lad of seven- 
teen, for robbing a serviint-niaid iif her pockets in 
Si. Pdul's church-yard. The evidence of the maid 
was in the following words; 

' And please you, my lord, I bad beea with kdt 
other maid-servant at Drury-lane play-house toie* 
the Country-wife. A baddish sort of a play to be 
sure it turned outi and I wish it did not put som^ 
wicked thoughts into the head of my fellow-servant; 
for she gave nie the slip in the play-house passagei 
and did not come home all night. So walking al{ 
alune by myself thro ugh ^t, Paul's church-yard, the 
prist>[icr overtook me, and would needs bave-a kiw 
of me. Oho ! young spark, thought I to myself, vf 
have all been at the play, 1 believe; but if a kiss 
wiJI content you, why e'en take it, and go abppt 
your business; for you shall have nothing more from 
jne, I proniiie you. This I said to myself, my lord, 
tiliile the young man vm kUsuat^ me; but, m; lort^ 
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e went on to be quite audacious; sol stood stock* 
till against the wall, without so much as speaking a 
^ord; for I had a mind to see how far his impudence 
'ould carry him. But all at once, and please you, 
'hen I was thinking of no such thing, crack went 
ly pocket-strings, and away ran the young man 
dth the pockets in his hand. And then I thought it 
ras high time to cry out; so I roared out murder 
nd stop thief, till the watchman took hold of him, 
nd carried us both before the constable. And 
lease you, my lord, I was never in such a flurry in 
ly life; for who would have thought of any such 
ling from so good-looking a young man ? So I 
tood stock still, as I told you before, without so 
luch as stirring a finger; for as he was so young a 
lan, I had a great curiosity to see how far his im* 
udence would carry him.' 

The extreme honesty of this evidence pleased 
le not a little ; and I could not help thinking that 
; might afford a very excellent lesson to those of 
ly fair readers, who are sometimes for indulging 
leir curiosity upon occasions where it would be 
rudence to suppress it, and for holding their 
ungues when they should be most ready to cry 
ut. 

Many a female in genteeler life, has, I believe, 
idulged the same curiosity with this poor girl, 
ithout coming off so well, though the thief has 
ever been brought to the Old Bailey for the rob- 
ery he has committed : indeed, the watchmen are 
sually asleep that should seize upon such thieves, 
nless it be now-and-then a husband or a father-; 
ut the plunder is never to be restored. 

To say the truth, the great destroyer of female 
onour is curiosity. It was the frailty of our first 
lother, and has descended in a double portion to 
l^iiost every individual of her dau^l\tei%, 'tViR\% 
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art? two kinda of it that I would particularly caution 
my fair countrywoman against : one is the curiosity 
abovft-memioned, that of tryiug how Ikr a inau's 
impudence will carry him ; and the other, that of 
knowing exactly their own strtngtb, and how far 
they may Buffer tbemselves to be lem]>led, aBd re- 
treat with honour. I wotilil also ailvise them to 
gtiard their [mckets, as well ns their petsons, against 
the treachery of men: for in this agfi of play, it 
may bean undelennin<'d point whether their dcsignB 
are most opou a lady's purse or her hotiour; no* 
indeed is it easy to say, when the Httnck is madB 
upon the jiurne, whether it may uot be a jirelude til 
a more dangerous theft. 

It used formerly to be the practice, when a mtuk, 
had designs upon tlie virtue of a woman, to inai> 
mate himself into her good graces by taking every 
opportunity of losing his money to her at cards. 
ISut the policy of the times has inverted this prac- 
tice ; and the way now to make sure of a woman, 
is to strip her of her money, and run her deeply in 
di-bt: for losses at cards are to be paid one way or 
otiier, or ihere is no possibility of appearing in 
company; and of what value is a lady's virtue, if 
she is always to stay at home with it? 

A very gay young fellow of my acquaintance was 
couiplainiug to me the 6tber day of his extreme iU- 
foriunii at piquet. He told me that he hart a «f]f 
luirrow miss of completely undressing one of tH 
IJLiest women about St. James's, but that unfor- 
tunate repique had disappointed him of his hopn. 
The lady, it seems, had played with him at her own 
house, till all her ready money was gone ; and upon 
his refusing lo proceed with her upon credit, she 
consented to his setting a small sum against her 
cap, which he won and put into his pocket, and 
s/terwurdi bet ha,ud]Lei(^e[-, but that st&kLng boA 
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cap and handkerchief, and all his winnings, against 
her tucker, he was most cruelly repiqued when ha 
wanted but two points of the game, and obliged to 
leave the lady as well dressed as he found her. 

This was indeed a very critical turn of fortun© 
for the lady : for if she had gone on losing from top 
to bottom, what the last stake might have been, I 
almost tremble to think. I am apprehensive that 
my friend's impudence would have carried him to 
greater lengths than the pick-pocket's in the trial, 
and that he would hardly have contented himself 
with running off with her clothes : and besides, what 
modest woman, in such a situation, would object to 
any concessions, by which she might have recovered 
her clothesy and put herself into a condition to bo 
seen? 

Since my friend's telling me this story, I have 
been led into two or three mistakes in walking 
through the streets and squares of the politer part 
of this metropolis: for as I am naturally short* 
sighted, I have mistaken a well-dressed woman's 
taylor, whom I have seen coming out of a genteel 
house with a bundle under his arm, for a gentleman 
who has had the good fortune to strip the lady of her 
clothes, and was moving off in triumph with his 
winnings. 

To what lengths this new kind of gaming might 
have been carried, no one can tell, if the ladies 
llid not taken up in time, and put a stop to begin- 
pings. A prudent man, who knows he is not proof 
against the temptations of play, will either keep 
a^yay from masquerades and ridotto's, or lock up 
his purse in his escritore. But as, among the ladies, 
the staying at home is an impracticable thing, they 
have adopted the other caution, and very prudently 
leave their clothes behind them. Hence it is that 
«a|)S| handkerc)uefs, tippets, and tuckert ^% xv^^^ 



are MiflStiri^ cMqrta^ 

upon of^dlt^Mwy tbrow ofa^ tMf toiMles all tba 

Mve9ifl|ri ^^ii^ tfai^ «re 1^ any isyMdk|« te% 

ttiaaki ai l^til, :1f»f ^iKrlbtng to tli«lr pmde&ce lb 
bake^^Mi 4f ^ra»i 'W^ich ineoiaddw^te and igO( 
raiil {lei^aM kai^ coimU^y luistik^ Ibf wauio) 
ti^s d# ilidiicretkm. A t tlie tariie tiine I would '^fi 
ccmitwAeid le to all young ladiea, wbb ara^knoiviii 
be te'gikiiidkeitv^ eM&er lo wear n toTorfatig t^ ^ 
neekSft'^ lo tli>dw a eloaft O^r tibeir titouldwt 
all |»li^^iie!^ l^t it thmld be tHoiii^t that i 
displaying their beauties to attract the ^yes cyf ^ 
ti\mld^ef^i^tf^dkM6si$ff^^^ the maidMM»rv«ait^i 
the trial, to Hfe him far their impudence tt»7/ can 
them. 

To conclude a little seriously, I would entrei 
my fair readers to leave gaming to the men, ai: 
the indeHcacies of dress to the women of the tow 
The vigils of the card-table wil^ sully those beauti< 
which they are so desirous of exhibiting; and tl 
want of concealment render them too tamiliar t 
be admired. These are common observations, 
confess; but it is now the season for repeating ar 
for enforcing them. Loss of time and fortune ai 
the usual mischiefs of play; but the ruin does ni 
always end there: for, however great may be tl 
paradox, many a woman has been driven to sell h< 
jiONouii, to redeem her credit. But I hope m 
country-women will be warned in time, and thj 
they will study to deserve a better eulogy than \n 
once given, in a funeral oration, of a lady wh 
died at a hundred and five^ * tliat towards the lat 
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* ter part of her life, she was exemplary for her 

* chastity.' 
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To Mr, Fitz-Adam. 
Sir, 

I HAVE the honour to sit at the feet of a Gamaliel 
in this city, in the capacity of a parish-clerk, wliich 
office 1 hold in ct>n\mendam with the emplo^onent 
of an undertaker. The injuries I have suffered are 
so little cognizable by the laws of the land (till it 
shall please God to teach our senators so much 
wisdom as to amend them in this particular) that I 
have none to whom I can appeal, but tha Would ; 
to whom I beg that you would please to present 
this my humble remonstrance and proposal. 

I hope you will excuse the trouble I now give 
you, not only because I chuse to submit myself to 
the judgment of your court, but as I have reason to 
beUeve that the news-writers would not be faitliful 
enough to lay this complaint before tlie public; 
these gentlemen being the very parties concerned, 
and against whom it is to be lodged. 

My case, sir, is this. As I was one morning fur- 
mdhing my head with tlie news of the day, to my 
great surprize I read a paragraph, which informed 
me that a very rich gentleman of our parish died 
the day before. This startled me, as I had never 
beard of his illness, and therefore had employed 
nobody to watch him in his last moments, and to 
bring me the earliest intelligence of his death, that 
I might not be wanting in my respects to the family 
by my coudolence, and the offers of ixv*;} ^^^\s:.^\.\x. 



f^ifiag m kil d«tie» tn- w^mwt^ M^mmmr. 
WBB a^raieiuhr? loo» lest some thaiper bokHik 
nng^t be before^jhsod with oie, and nm «nqf 1 
tliejoli. I tbei^ie «ti^ <m my Uack €90«l ^ 
iibttspemwigK «B 6i^ as leanUy la ««st^ 
discotts<d^e #idow. I milg gei% it llie dOM^; 
fear of dtstorini^^ her; muA^'to the Ibotniaii i 
opened it» d^ToredrOiy dutf aad isctnddefioe te 
liidv*^ and begged, if she was not fironded w||| 
undertalcer,. that I alight have the hononr to % 
Mt^Depaty. • < -^ 

The ier^rant gaped and stared, and ^rom tiiefi 
concern he iras undo' for the kes cUm maalar 
I aiqprdbended) was rmdered so sto|^ Aat 
seemed not readily to nndeistand what I said, i 
for6 I eoold new-firame my message, to put it 
posnbtey^into more mtdli^ble words, I wnsaufi 
seized with the utmost horror and confusion, 
seeing the apparition of the deceased stalk out 
the compting-house, which opened into the passi 
where I stood. I observed a redness in his coun 
nance, more than was usual in dead people ; and 
deed, more than he himself was wont to wear wl 
he was alive: and there was a sternness and sevei 
in his features, beyond what I had ever seen in li 
before. Strait a voice more dreadful than thum 
burst out, and in the language of hell, sweari 
cursing, calling me a thousand names, and telli 
me he would teach me to play tricks with him, 
dealt me half a score such substantial blows, as p 
sently convinced me tbey could proceed from 
ghost. I retreated with as much precipitation a 
could, for fear of falling myself into the pit, whi 
I hoped to have dug for him. 

Thus, sir, the wantonness of the news-papers d 
appointed me of furnishing out a funeral, depriv 
me of my dues as clerk, got me well thrashed^ a 
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probably lore me the gentleman's custom for 
r : for, perhaps, next time he dies, he will order 
ther undertaker to be employed, 
low, sir, is it not a shame, that people should 
} die daily, and not a single fee come to the 
k of the parish for a burial ? and that the news- 
ters, without commission from his Majesty, or 
nee from Warwick-lane, should kill whom they 
ise, and we not get a shilling to comfort us in 
midst of so much mortality ? 
liere are other inconveniencies, though of an 
rior consideration, which may attend this dying 
print. A young heir at Oxford, just come of 
> reads that his father was carried off by an apo- 
:tic fit such a day : catching the lucky minute, 
tnarries that divine creature, his taylor's daugh- 

before the news can be contradicted. When it 
fear of the old gentleman's displeasure makes 
I bribe his new relations to secrecy for a while : 
)rocess of time he marries a lady of fortune and 
lily by his father's directions : Tatterrella raves 
li all the spirit and dignity of a lady of the Bri- 
.fishery; proves her prior marriage: not only 
Sf but records lady Mary a whore; bastardizes 

children of the second venter, and old Snip's 
adson runs away with the estate. 
iow often have these disturbing papers whirled 
sxpectants of places to town in their post-chaises^ 
irhirl back again, with the old squeeze, and 
shall not forget you when the place is vacant K 
w often has even the reverend divine suffered the 
lent concussions of a hard-trotting horse for 
ve threescore miles together, to wait on a patron 
I benefice vacated by the Evening Post ; whew 
has met with the mortification of smoaking a 
e with the incumbent ? Perhaps a lady too, whose 
demess and sensibility could not penxaX.\i«t xoi 

fQUXXVJJI, AA 



X 070 voelh. 

to attend her uck hulband to Bath, read 
couDt of his death in the papers. What shri 
fointiiigs, what tears, what mexpresnble 
Aicts the poor rdict ! And when she haa 
in half a week, as much as any reasonab! 
would do in a whole ^ear, luad (havina 
legacy of sorrow to his memory in tk 
which by the courtesy of England she mi 
taken a twelvemonth for) b^ins to think 
Iku^tandf home comes the M tmet and talk 
tore of the virtues of Bath-water. Whil 
satisfiauition the news-writers give this ua^ 
afflicted poor lady, is, * The death of A 
mentiom^ in these papers last week, prov 
take.' 

I know but one instance where any nig 
parish-clerks has been had, or our interes 
feast taken care of in these temporary and o( 
deaths ; and that was a gentleman of rank, 
generally reported and allowed for dead, 
at law, not caring to bury the real body, foi 
best known to themselves, (though one • 
reasons migiit be because it was alive) yet c< 
of the reasonableness that a funeral should 
demise, dugup a poor drowned sailor out of i 
the shore, into which he had been tumbled, 
great solemnity interred the departed k 
proxy. There was justice in this ; every i 
his due. It was acting with the wisdom c 
Athenian. 

A practice of the Athenians may serve s 
swer to such (if any such there are) w 
modern prejudices object to the funerals c 
not really dead. Our doctor told us in on 
sermons upon regeneration, that among the 
nians, if one who was living, were report 
dead, and funeral obsequies performed U 
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(which plainly implies their custom of celebrating 
funerals for jpersons who were dead in their news- 
papers, though they were not so in reality) — if 
afterwards he appeared, and pretended to be alive, 
he was looked upon as a prophane and unlucky 
person, and no one would keep him company. One 
Ivho fell under this misfortune (it matters not for 
tiis name, though I think the doctor called him 
Harry Stonehouse*, or something like it) consulted 
the oracle how he might be re-admitted among the 
living: the oracle commanded him to be regene- 
rated, or new-christened ; which was accordingly 
done, and grew to be the established method of re- 
ceiving such persons into community again. 

And here in England before the reformation, as 
1 am informed, it was usual when a rich person died, 
to celebrate yearly and daily masses, obits, and 
commemorations for him; so that one who died but 
once, should be as good as buried a thousand times 
over : but among us it is just the reverse ; a man 
may die here a thousand times> and be buried but 
once. 

However I hate popery, and would not wish the 
restoration of it : yet as I hope a christian country 
will not come behind-hand with a heathen one in 
lR?isdom and justice, permit me to recommend the 
practice of the Athenians before-mentioned, and pe- 
tition the World immediately to pass it into a 
fashion, and ordain that hereafter, every man living, 
who has been killed in the news-papers, shall ac- 
count to the clerk of the parish where such decease 
is reported to have happened ; or, if no place is spe- 
cified, to the clerk of the parish where the person 
has resided for the greater part of the montii pre- 
ceding, for a burial fee : and also before he is ad* 

A A^ 
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fnitted to any ball, rout, assembly, taTern, church, 
drum, or coffee-house, that he account to the 8ai4 
clerk for his regeneration, or new-christening fee ; 
and in case the report was made without the privi^ 
and consent of the party, and if he shall be found 
not guilty of his own death, that then he shall have 
a fashionable demand upon the publishers for the 
recovery of both fees to reimburse himself. 

l*his, sir, might put some stop to this very alarm- 
ing practice, so grievously to the disappointment of 
widows, heirs, and expectants : or at least do some 
justice to that very respectable, but greatly injured 
body of parish-clerks, to which I have the honour 
%o belong. 

I am, Sir, 

Your most obedient^ 

humble servant y 
TuoMAS Bassoov. 
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To Mr, Fitz-Adam. 

$IE, 

As I find you are a person who make the reforms-, 
tion of mankind your care, and stand forth like an-* 
other Hercules to correct the irregularities and in- 
discretions which folly, vice, or that unmeaning 
fickle thing, called fashion, give birth to ; I take the 
liberty of troubling you with my thoughts upon a 
species of animals, which at present are very nu-j 
nierous, and to be found in all public places of amuse- 
me22t. But though I am aoivv^ lo g,lve you my ru^ 
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narks apon this race of beings, I must confess that 
I have never yet heard of any aj)pellation by which 
they are distinguisljed. The futihty indeed of tht? 
Rge, has occasioned many ridiculous and contcinj)- 
tiblc persons to rise up among us, who, without aim- 
ing at any laudable purpose, or acting under thQ 
dictates of any principles have formed themselves 
into clubs and societies, and assumed names and 
titles, as innocent of sense and meaning, as are t!:e 
persons themselves who bear them. Such are the 
Bucknj Stags f and Bloods^ and many more with 
vhichthe news-pai)ers liave from time to time made 
mc acquainted. But the animals which I would 
how place under your notice, are of a very difierent 
kind ; they are, in short, a species of young men, 
who from a certain blind impulse are always ram- 
bling up and down this town, and never fail to be 
present at all places of diversion, without having a 
tuste or capacity to enjoy any. 

Upon my going lately to a capital play, I saw se- 
veral of thcni sitting indeed with great order and 
decorum, but so inattentive, so indirt'erent and un- 
moved through the whole performance, whilst the 
rest of the audience were all eye and ear, that they 
appeared to me to be so many statues. Their be- 
haviour surprized me extremely, and led me at the 
game time to ask myself for what purpose those 
young sparks came to a play ? and if, like Cato of 
old, it was onlii to go axcatf again f For if they never 
attend to v.hat passes before them y if they are not 
susceptible of those tinoiions, which a well-wrought 
scene raises in every feeling breast; if they do not 
follow the actor through all the sweet delusion of 
(lis art; in short, if ihvy do not, as other people do, 
iaughxdth those that lavgh^ afid urrp tvitk those that 
weep, what business have they there ? 
To jud^e indeed by tlieir appearauce, oti^v;iivW 

A A ;3 
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iiiiduine nothing could make them quit their tea-table 
and l(>ukin^-<:liiss. And yet, sir, no public ])l:ux* is 
iviv t'roni them; though, as tar us I cau judge, ilio 
optrii-house is their favouriu* haunt. To nToucile 
this seeming contradiction, I nnist int'onn you, that 1 
h:i\ estudied andexiunini'd them with great attention, 
and find their ^ hole composition toeonsibt of two 
ingredients only; thostMire stfJ-adwiratioH and inuH' 
sibilittfx and tothebc twocauses operating jointly and 
^epa:il(^ly, all their actions nuistberclerivd, Hence 
il is, that they are always to h\\ found in ))ul)lic 
places, where they go, not to *rr, but to be^ni?, not 
to hvary but to be hturd, Ileuct* it is, that tlity arc 
so devoted to the(;pera; and here indeed thev seem 
to be peculiarly directed by that pover called «i- 
utinct; which always prompts every creature to pur- 
sue what is best and littest for it. Now, the opera is 
to tliem, if I may use the expression, a very nurrsin;^ 
moliier, which (vviW them with the pap of its nwii 
soft nonsense, and lulls and rocks theni to th« ir de- 
sired repose. This is indeed their proper elemout, 
end as il inspired by the genius of the place, 1 have 
bometimes seen them brighten u]) and appear with 
an air of joy imd satisfaction. 

The mind, us well as the stomach, must have food 
fitted and prepared to its taste and humour, or it 
will reject and li*ath it : now the opera is so g<K)d a 
cook, and knows so well to please the palates of these 
her guests, that it is wontlerful to S(*e with what au 
uppctiUithey devour whale\er shesets bc^fore them: 
nay, so great is their partiality, that the s:i!ne food 
drest by another hand sh.dl have no r. ii h ; but 
luiiK etl and frittered by this their tavourile, shall be 
delicious. The plain beef and mustard of bhak- 
speare (though seivcd up by very good c<u>k8) turn 
tin irstoMiMchs, while the maccareni of Itolli, is, in 
Jwir opinion, a dish lallot vVvi ^^.A^i, 'IhusJuliu* 



K* 155. wo It L i>. Jj-zj 

Caesar^ killed by the conspirators, n^ver touches 
them : but Julio Che/are^ killing himself^ and sing* 
ing and stabbing, and stabbing and singing, till swan- 
like, be expires, is caro' caro, and dkino, Scipio, the 
great conqueror of Afric, is with them a mighty sil-r 
ly fellow ; but Shippione is a charming creature. It 
is evident then, tl>at the food must be suited to the 
taste, as the taste to tlie food ; and as tlie waters of 
a certain fountain of Thesaaly, from their benumb- 
ing quality^ could be contained in nothing but the 
hoof of an ass^ so can this languid and disjointed 
composition find no admittance but in such heads 
a9 are ejipressly formed to re<:eive it. Thus their 
insensibility appears as well in what they like, as ia 
what they reject; and like a faithful companion, at* 
tends tliem ai all times, and in all places : for I have 
remarked that, wherever they are, they bringawmd 
not to be changed by tiyne or place. However, as 
ai play is the very touchstone of the passions, the 
neutrality which they so strictly observe, is no where 
so conspicuous as at the theatres. There they are 
to be seen, of\e while when tears are flowing all 
around them, another when the very benches arc 
cjracking with peals of laughter, fitting as calm and 
serene, as if they had nothing but their own inno-j 
cent thoughts to converse with. 

Upon considering their character and temper, as 
far aa they can be guessed at by their actions, and 
observing the apathy in which they seem to be wrapt, 
I once was iqclined to think, that they might be a 
sect of piiilosophers, who had adopted the maximi 
of the stoics qf old ; but when I recollected that a 
thirst after knowledge, contempt of pain, and what- 
ever is called evil, together with an inflexible recti- 
tude in all their actions, were the characteristics of 
those sages, I soon perceived my mistake : for I cauv\o^ 
say tlrnt I ever fovind that l\iea^ ^\>\\q^^^\v^^'^^^'^^-- 
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tt«H* Aiiv of thofi^ virtti«*ii. To tpimk tiM truth, it if 
vfry fliflinilt to know in Vflmi cUm to plof^; tlHtfiif 
Miifi titulirr whfit diMioniinnlton tlii;y <Mif(lit Ui 
fiftnii. W«*rf! 1 to H(*<'ulr, 1 nhoiild at cffu'#* fircH 
iioiMUir thfrni to lM*lniig to iUt: vi'^ctaMf! wcirldf 
fttiH {iltin* tliMii aiiiotiK tli't t>«-infr« n( •(sIMif**; (iff 
Uu y tut'ui tcio uiurU iin(l«*r ttn* »itntidard of tttHr 
9]uuu'H to l>«i ullourd to rniik hUIi tlw: r^nt of imifi- 
titid. To }m* M*rioufi, in it not nirMipn* tlmt their 
hf'Hflii iukJ hi'iirtti Khouhl tn* tfn}:f'n<*trttl>li; Ut nil tiM 
IHMiiionH thfit iiffi'f't the rifnt of t)t«? world ; nay, m^Ati 
nion; HO thun ufi^t*. itM*lfy whoiH* fi}i*ltnK« Time with 
liiM i<7 htind hiM cliilhjd, itnd dniovt rxUitgtjinhcirl f 
lutd yit Hp^tf with nil itn innmiitifff b more quick, 
inori* itlivi) and nuM'qHibh'of thr riniTpii««iott«,tlMii 
th(*i»f! fiont of tmiiflV*ri!nco in tlirir prime aiid vigour 
of youth. 

An old woman, whom I found at my ittdi? in the 
|)it thrt other night, ftiivi* uw itn inntani'i) of the truth 
of thin uHMtrtion. S\w did Juiitiri* )>oth to the |)oet 
fitid th<; a(!torN, and )H!iitow4;d lift af)|tlaitM* |dftnti- 
fully, tlion^ti mjvrr hut where it wafi due. At the 
iuntc tirni* 1 mtw M*v(*ral of thi*M* inanimate hollies 
»ittiii^. UN unconnrrni'd, m if thry had not known 
thi* Ifin^tiagf?, or could not hear what waa said ujioii 

th<' hLuf/f*. 

It iH a proverbial exprei»«ion (thou^ pertiapiia 
llfih^ ihjiirioufi; ti> rrall an itmipid and nentadiwii p<tr' 
•on oi i\u* niulr? wx an o/d utnnan. For my jwrt, I 
wiut MO {'\\\ir\nvi\ with mine, that I will make no din- 
r<'Mp<'rti'nl ('ontpari«onii: hut yet, itir, how eontempti* 
hilt nniht thi'W? trifh^rM l>e,who can Uj out-done by a 
toofhlf-HH old wotnmi, in qvirkneuM, Npirit, and the 
I'x^Ttion of ih^ir fiM'nlli<*« \ From a regard th#jn to 
thdt it)/rf*f«tibli! Mnd MMiHibln matron, I will notlik<Mi 
XUt'Ai'. ttiHrnHthht to thoni; grave puritonaKet ; but y«'t 
/ cut^iwt /if/rbear thinkU\\i vY\isX vVtf(^ ti^vV^^^U very 
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near to what is most like old women,, old men ; and 
tliat they resemble the picture of tho^e crazy beiDgs 
in the last stage of life, as drawn by that inimitable 
painter of human nature, Shakspeare ; for these 
young raen^ like his old men, are sans eyes, sfnm 
tars, sans taste, sans rcery thing. 

I am. Sir, 

Y<yur faithful, 

humble servant, 

PuiLONOUSn 

P. S, The verses underneath upon the same sul>-^ 
ject as the letter, I venture to tack to it (like a bit 
of embroidery to a plain cloth) and if you think 
either or both deserving any notice, you may pre-* 
aent then^ with my service tp the gentle reader. 

The Insensible. 

While crowded theatres attentive sit. 
And loud applauses echo through the pit. 
Unconscious of the cunning of the scent. 
Sits smiling Florio 'u:ith insipid mien, 
Fia^d like a standi»g lake^ in dull repose. 
No grief, no joy y his gentle bosom knows; 
Nature and Gauhick no attention gain. 
And haplessyi IT darts all her stings in rat*. 
Thus on the Alps eternal frosts appear. 
Which mock the changes of the various year ; 
Jntensest suns unheeded roll etway, 
^ And on the impassive ice the Hghtnings phy!^ 
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